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Introduction 

Brooklyn Atlantic Yards Project 
In December of 2003, Forest City Ratner Corporation (FCRC) announced 
plans for Brooklyn Atlantic Yards (BAY), a large-scale, mixed-use real 
estate development. The 22-acre parcel of land proposed for development 
is bordered by Atlantic Avenue to the north, Dean Street to the south, 
Flatbush Avenue to the west and Vanderbilt Avenue to the east. FCRC’s 
initial plan called for the use of space over the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s (MTA) Vanderbilt rail yards, as well as 
FCRC’s acquisition of adjacent commercial and residential properties to 
the south of Atlantic Avenue, potentially through the use of eminent 
domain. The use of MTA property, as well as eminent domain, would 
apparently allow the project planning to be coordinated through the 
Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) under the New York 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Unfortunately, when 
compared to the New York City Unified Land Use Review Process 
(ULURP), SEQRA provides for little or no local governmental oversight, 
and limited public review. 
 
In March of 2005, FCRC, the City of New York, and the ESDC signed 
several Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) with respect to the 
proposed project site and adjacent sites west of Flatbush Avenue and north 
of Atlantic Avenue. The MOU with respect to the original BAY project 
site was publicly announced, but MOUs with respect to the other sites 
were not disclosed until August 2005, when a local community 
organization obtained copies through a FOIA request. Together with the 
originally proposed BAY site, the additional sites make the combined 
project the largest development project in Brooklyn’s history. 
 
In July of 2005, the MTA received responses to its previously-issued 
request for proposals (RFP) for the Vanderbilt Yards site. FCRC bid $50 
million for the site; a competing developer bid $150 million with a 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 
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proposal to build a smaller project. However, the MTA subsequently 
announced its intention to negotiate exclusively with FCRC, and allowed 
FCRC sixty days to improve its bid.  
 
Also in July of 2005, FCRC announced the execution of a Community 
Benefits Agreement (CBA) intended to demonstrate the developer’s 
intention to provide for affordable housing, job training and certain 
community programs as a function of the BAY project. In addition to 
FCRC, the CBA was signed by eight organizations that are to administer 
the proposed benefits programs under the agreement should BAY proceed. 
Although the CBA contains a provision for one of the eight groups to 
work with FCRC in assessing environmental impacts, the CBA makes 
clear the fact that all impact analysis and mitigation requirements are to be 
determined through state-mandated processes (e.g., SEQRA), and as such 
the CBA does not bind the developer with respect to environmental 
impacts. 
 
In September of 2005, the MTA awarded the development of the 
Vanderbilt Yards to FCRC. The ESDC announced its role as lead agency 
with respect to the development under SEQRA, and published a draft 
scope for the EIS. The project as described in the ESDC’s draft scope 
would consist of a 19,000-seat arena, 7,300 units of housing, nearly 
900,000 square feet of office and retail space, a 180-room hotel, seven 
acres of open space and parking for 4,000 cars. The ESDC will receive 
comments with respect to the EIS scope until October 28, 2005. 
 
With respect to public participation in the review of the proposed project, 
an independent study by the Pratt Institute Center for Community and 
Environmental Development (PICCED) released in February 2005 found 
that: 

“…the process through which this development has been advanced 
has not been sufficiently fair or accountable... Planning for the 
project was initiated by the developer, considering the best site for 
a basketball team he was purchasing, and a large-scale mixed-use 
development. No officially-sanctioned public planning took place 

in advance to consider various alternatives for use of the site, or to 
collect input from area residents. Rather than fostering 
inclusiveness and building community consensus, the developer’s 
approach has been perceived as divisive, with residents being 
played against each other… Moreover, little clear information has 
been provided about the review process that the project would 
undergo. The City’s Unified Land Use Review Process (ULURP), 
which provides substantial opportunities for public input, has been 
effectively rendered irrelevant. Essentially, the developer has been 
allowed to choose the path of least public review and comment.”1

 

Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods 
In September of 2004, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, a 
vocal supporter of the BAY proposal, convened a group of community 
leaders and elected officials to discuss how to create a public process 
which would address the impacts of BAY in the surrounding communities. 
The Borough President called subsequent meetings in October and 
November 2004. These meetings led the group of community leaders to 
organize the Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods (CBN), as a stakeholder 
coalition of community organizations representing the areas neighboring 
BAY. A formal structure for CBN was adopted in July of 2005, and a list 
of its member organizations is provided in Exhibit A. The stated mission 
of CBN is to ensure: 

• that the environmental review process related to any development 
on the Vanderbilt Yards is transparent, comprehensive, 
incorporates meaningful methodologies and assumptions, fully 
discloses all impacts, and effectively addresses all potential 
negative impacts; 

• that the environmental review process thoroughly explores all 
proposals to develop the Yards; 

                                                 
1 A Preliminary Planning Analysis of the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards Project, The Pratt Center, March 2005 
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• that the community is effectively engaged throughout the 

environmental review process, and the community obtains the 
financial resources, access to information and technical assistance 
to oversee and participate in the same.  

In its role as a facilitator of public participation in the EIS process with 
respect to BAY, CBN neither supports nor opposes the BAY project. CBN 
does not intend its activities to be a substitute for public hearings as 
provided for under city and/or state review processes. 
 

About this Response 

Purpose 
The purpose of this response document is to provide community 
commentary on the draft scope of analysis for the Atlantic Yards Arena 
and Redevelopment Project released by the Empire State Development 
Corporation on September 16, 2005. CBN intends that all content 
presented in this response document be considered by ESDC in its 
evaluation of potential impacts of the proposed project to the surrounding 
neighborhoods. It is further CBN’s intention to review the eventual draft 
EIS to verify that all impacts identified in any portion of this response 
document have been effectively addressed and meaningful mitigations 
proposed. 

Expert opinion 
CBN has sought and received assistance from urban planning 
professionals to identify many of the impacts cited in this response 
document. In particular, CBN has relied on the services of Dr. Tom 
Angotti, Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning at Hunter College, and 
his graduate students. 

Input from community organizations 
As of this writing, CBN was made up of the following 23 community 
organizations representing neighborhoods surrounding the proposed 
project: 

• 1700 Dean Street Block Association 

• Atlantic Avenue Betterment Assoc. 

• Bed- Stuy Family Health Center  

• Black Veterans for Social Justice 

• Boerum Hill Association 

• Brooklyn Bear’s Community Garden 

• Brooklyn Vision Foundation, Inc. 

• Carlton-Willoughby Block Association 

• Central State Block Association 

• Clinton Hill Apartment Owners Corp. 

• Clinton Hill Society 

• Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 

• East Pacific Street Block Association 

• Fifth Avenue Committee 

• First Street Block Association 

• Fort Greene Association 

• Gowanus Canal CDC 

• Pacific 400 Block Association 

• Park Slope Civic Council, Inc. 

• Park Slope Fifth Avenue Merchants Association 
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• Park Slope Neighbors 

• Pratt Area Community Council 

• Prospect Heights Neighborhood Development Council 

• South Portland Block Association 

These organizations have provided specific input into impacts they expect 
to see fact their respective neighborhoods, which has been incorporated 
into this response document. 

Input from community residents 
Following ESDC’s release of the draft scope, CBN conducted extensive 
community outreach in an attempt to collect a broad cross-section of 
residents’ perceptions of project impacts with respect to Atlantic Yards.  
 
Over 450 community organizations, business groups, churches and block 
associations in Community Board Districts 2, 3, 6, and 8 were contacted 
and informed of the Environmental Review process and the mission of the 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods. CBN also has held a series of 
meetings open to the public with two meetings dedicated to explaining the 
Environmental review process and the Community’s role. These meetings 
were announced in and reported on by the local media. 

Layout of the Response Material 
The CBN response is structured to parallel the structure of the EIS 
Proposal submitted by AKRF. Like the Proposal, it is divided into 
Guidelines, Tasks and Executive Summary. The material responding to 
the Tasks is drawn from the work of Dr. Tom Angotti of Hunter College 
and other experts within the community.  
 
After these recommendations, material is presented from the Council of 
Brooklyn Neighborhoods’ survey conducted. For the sake of visual clarity 
in the accompanying charts, the 25 Tasks have been simplified into 10 
Categories. 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  
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The CBN Survey  
 CBN conducted a survey of residents of Community Board Districts 2, 3, 

6, and 8 to better ascertain the concerns of the Brooklyn residents most 
likely to be affected by the Atlantic Yards development and also most 
likely to bring a personal insight into the possible environmental 
implications. The Survey was conducted during September-October 2005 
with responses gleaned from paper forms as well as from an Internet 
version. Over 600 separate responses were collected. The information 
collected has been incorporated into our Response. The entire text of the 
community submissions appears in Appendix A. If presented at a public 
hearing, the testimony contained in this study would take 45 hours to 
present. This material is being submitted as written testimony from the 
community to the ESDC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Below is a quick overview of the results of the CBN Survey displayed in 

the simplified 10 Categories, by percentage of Response:  
  

 

Traffic 23.4% 
Environment,  Health & Safety 14.1% 
Quality of Life 13.4% 
Planning  & Land Use 12.5% 
Infrastructure & Services 11.4% 
Justice & Public Process 8.0% 
Economic Impacts 6.7% 
Gentrification & Diversity 5.6% 
Housing & Homelessness 3.1% 
Parks & Public Spaces 1.7% 
 1. Categories by Percentage 
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Guidelines for the Scoping and Environmental Review Process 
• In-depth Analysis. The ESDC and project sponsor are proposing a 

multi-billion dollar project that would produce one of Brooklyn’s 
largest-ever new development complexes. The project could very 
well shape the character of central Brooklyn for generations to 
come. It is worth the time and money that it will take to carry out a 
thorough, detailed and in-depth analysis of all the potential impacts 
of this project. The CEQR guidelines are broad enough to consider 
all of the items detailed below; they should not be used in a narrow 
legalistic way to foreclose examination of potential impacts. 

• Access to All Materials. The ESDC and project consultants should 
make available on-line and in a timely manner all research 
materials used in producing the EIS. These should disclose all 
methodologies and assumptions used in making calculations and 
estimates.  

• Continuous Consultations. The lead agency and project consultants 
should hold open public meetings on a regular basis, 
approximately once a month, to discuss the ongoing analysis and 
preliminary findings. It is important that there be community input 
before completion of the Draft EIS. These consultations should 
begin with a thorough disclosure of the assumptions and 
methodologies to be utilized, and the baseline data to be used. 

• Access to Technical Assistance. It is critical that community 
organizations and community boards receive funding from the 
project developer and/or ESDC so they may contract with 
independent technical assistance providers. This will help in 
analyzing the voluminous technical material generated by project 
consultants and in preparing comments on the environmental 
review and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Since this is 
one of the largest development projects in Brooklyn in recent 
decades, it is important that there be informed deliberation by 
community residents and businesses. 
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• Notice and Timing of Consultations and Hearings. There should be 

at least 30 days between the issuance of draft reports and public 
meetings, and at least 180 days between issuance of the DEIS and 
the deadline for public comments, to allow sufficient time for 
consultation and analysis. ESDC should not hold public meetings 
during vacation periods. 
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Scoping Tasks 

TASK 1.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Draft Scope of Work states that this chapter of the EIS “gives the 
public and decision-makers a base from which to evaluate the project 
against both Build and No Build Options.” This assumes that local and 
state decision-makers have not made decisions about the project, which is 
contrary to their public statements. It is the intention of CEQR to inform 
decision-makers before they make decisions. The Scope of Work should 
clarify the decision-making process and the role of environmental analysis 
in this process. It should outline the decisions that have already been made 
and those that are still to be made, identify the decision-makers who have 
made decisions and will make future decisions, and outline the chronology 
of the decision-making process. 
  

• Blight. The section on Purpose and Need should identify specific 
objective criteria used to define blight and underutilization. It 
should identify all properties determined to be blighted, including 
properties owned by the project sponsor. There must be an 
assessment of the extent to which announcement of the project, 
and land assembly by the project sponsor, may have contributed to 
blight conditions. The project sponsor should disclose the number 
of occupied residential and commercial properties they acquired 
and then vacated, thus potentially contributing to blight conditions. 

• Housing Affordability Definition. The section on Purpose and Need 
should define housing affordability in terms of percentages of the 
Area Median Income and the median income for Brooklyn. 

• Community Benefits Agreement. Details of the Community 
Benefits Agreement should be provided, including full disclosure 
of the eight community-based organizations, when they were 
founded, their non-profit status, their track records in areas they are 
responsible for, and any financial connections between the 
organizations and their directors with the project sponsors. The 
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same information should be provided about other community-
based organizations in the area that have expertise in the areas 
covered in the CBA but are not signatories. 

• Purpose and Need for Arena and Housing. There should be a clear, 
documented statement that indicates whether and how the project 
helps to meet State and City goals and needs for commercial 
arenas and both market-rate and affordable housing. 

• Financial Plan.  The project sponsor should provide a complete 
pro forma for the project as required by the MTA’s RFP. 

• Local Development Corporation. The EIS should disclose the 
composition, structure and funding sources for the proposed LDC, 
as well as oversight mechanisms to be available to the city and 
local community. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION Justice & Public Process 8% 

 
A number of survey respondents state that the developer has too much 
power and undervalues the community. Several people also feel that the 
power of eminent domain is being used improperly. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“The abuse of eminent domain and the very low return the City gets 
for it's investment…” 

“In the proposed EIS project description figure #3 the Williamsburgh 
Bank building is not depicted to scale in relationship to the project 
although it is implied …I am concerned about the inaccurate scale 
of the promotional architectural renderings published in the Times 
that are being use to show what appears to be a 10 lane Flatbush 
Ave and a 10 lane Atlantic Ave. with very tiny cars driving by the 
massive towers. This is just not the way it really is. The scale of the 
avenues to the towers gives a false impression that this 
development is comfortably scaled to the traffic. This seems to be a 
calculated misrepresentation (exaggeration) to push through 
acceptance of the project.” 
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TASK 2.  ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK 
This section describes the project and its phasing, and the analytical 
framework for the EIS technical analysis. Questions about methodology 
are raised here and in other sections below. 
 

• Build Years. Given the past history of development projects in 
New York City’s business districts, a 3-4 year horizon will be 
difficult to accomplish. The project sponsor should demonstrate 
how Phase I can be completed by 2009. Furthermore, since most of 
the proposed housing units are in Phase II, the project sponsor 
should discuss the possibility that Phase II will either be altered, 
reduced, or cancelled due to changes in economic and urban 
conditions. As recommended below, most analyses should project 
impacts to 20 and 40 years, and incorporate cumulative impacts of 
new development stimulated by the recent comprehensive rezoning 
of downtown Brooklyn. 

• Project Start Date. In anticipation of financial support and public 
assistance in land assembly, the project sponsor began acquiring 
properties for this project about two years ago. In considering the 
impact of the project, the effects of these actions should be 
considered, including primary and secondary displacement effects, 
economic losses to surrounding businesses, and the changes in 
neighborhood character. 

• Detail Options. More detail must be provided in this section and in 
each section of the EIS about the proposed alternative commercial 
and residential options. The detail should include urban design and 
building design differences.  

• Reasonable Worst Case Scenario. For industrial displacement, 
assume the residential variation. For most community facilities and 
services, schools in particular, assume the residential variation. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
3. ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK Quality of Life 13.4%, Planning & Land Use 12.5%, 

Economic Impact 6.7% 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“…The fact that people will be impacted far beyond the immediate 
footprint of the project.” 

“Brooklyn is facing development issues in every neighborhood, and 
someone should study what the cumulative effect of all the changes 
including the new film studios plus the redevelopment of 4th 
Avenue plus the Downtown Redevelopment plan plus the building 
booms in Bed-Stuy and Bensonhurst and Crown Heights plus the 
gentrification of Williamsburg plus the Ikea plus the demise of 
shipping replaced by tourist boats et cetera et cetera. It should be 
the job of planners to, well, plan.”  
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TASK 3.  LAND USE, ZONING AND PUBLIC POLICY 
• Study Area. The use of ¼ and ½ mile study areas is appropriate for 

many of the tasks where impacts are more localized. However, due 
to the size and scale of this project, and because it includes part of 
Brooklyn’s largest business district and parts of several residential 
neighborhoods, at least a one-mile study area should be used for 
Land Use, Traffic/Parking/Transit/Pedestrians, Air Quality and 
Infrastructure. Only a small portion of downtown Brooklyn falls 
within a ½-mile radius, and most of Park Slope and Fort Greene 
are not included; therefore an area wider than ½ mile must be used 
to set the appropriate context for this development. The wider area, 
at least one mile from the site, should incorporate in the No Build 
alternative the following recent projects that are likely to result in 
growth: DUMBO rezoning, 4th Avenue rezonings, second phase of 
the downtown Brooklyn rezoning not included in the Downtown 
Brooklyn FEIS, Brooklyn Bridge Park, Greenpoint/Williamsburg 
rezoning, and the Red Hook Cruise Ship Terminal. The study area 
should include all of the neighborhoods of Fort Greene, Prospect 
Heights, Park Slope, and Boerum Hill, and relevant portions of 
DUMBO/Vinegar Hill, Brooklyn Heights, Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Carroll Gardens, and Williamsburg. For most contextual purposes 
the broader area of Community Districts 2, 6 and 8 should be used 
as a reference (the CBA defines the “neighborhood community” as 
two miles and the “surrounding community” as CD 2, 6 and 8). 

• Future Baseline Conditions.   The DEIS must provide a thorough 
and accurate accounting of all projects that will affect conditions in 
the relevant study areas.   The current list of developments 
presented in Table 3 of the Draft Scope of Analysis is incomplete.   
(See Appendix 2 for additional developments in Prospect Heights.)  
Future baseline conditions must also include condominium 
conversion in addition to new construction (see Appendix 3 for a 
partial list of recent conversions). 

• Future Land Use. The discussion of long-term land use trends 
should go beyond the proposed build years, which look at trends 
for only the next 11 years. In West Midtown, the city expects it 
will take about 40 years for complete build-out of rezoned areas. It 
is likely that the complete build-out of downtown Brooklyn after 
the 2004 rezoning will take as long. To understand the cumulative 
impact of downtown Brooklyn development, and the specific role 
of Atlantic Yards, land use trends should be projected to 20 and 40 
years, so that decision-makers can evaluate alternative future 
scenarios.  

• Potential for Future Upzonings. The analysis should not assume a 
static zoning environment in the neighborhoods surrounding 
Atlantic Yards. Downtown expansion over the past 50 years has 
produced pressures for upzoning in adjacent residential 
neighborhoods, such as the recent Fourth Avenue rezoning. In 
conjunction with projections of potential secondary residential and 
business displacement, the EIS should consider the likelihood of 
future upzonings, particularly in those areas not currently protected 
by contextual zoning or historic districts. The EIS should also 
consider the shrinking supply of light manufacturing zones in the 
area and the effect of the project on these zones. 

• Commercial/Residential Conflicts. Since Atlantic Yards combines 
commercial and residential development it may exacerbate on-
going conflicts between downtown commercial development and 
residential neighborhoods. The EIS should show how Atlantic 
Yards will contribute to or help alleviate such conflicts. It should 
address the question of whether Atlantic Yards will accelerate the 
displacement of residential uses in the blocks surrounding 
downtown Brooklyn or help preserve these uses; in other words, 
whether the proposed land use changes will have a significant 
adverse impact on land use in the existing residential 
neighborhoods. 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 12 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
• Atlantic Avenue Urban Renewal Area. The EIS should disclose the 

reasons that elements of this approved plan would be overridden 
by the ESDC. 

• Inclusion of Towers Proposed for Atlantic Center. The four towers 
proposed for addition to the existing Atlantic Center Mall should 
be covered in this EIS by virtue of their inclusion in this planning 
process, regardless of any mention in a previous EIS. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
4. LAND USE, ZONING, AND PUBLIC POLICY Planning & Land Use 12.5%, 

Justice & Public Process 8%, Economic Impacts 7% 
Many survey respondents feel that the project is out of scale and context 
with the surrounding neighborhoods. They cite the size and height of the 
proposed buildings and the low- to mid-rise character of their 
communities. 
 
161 responses identify the lack of contextual planning and 58 object to the 
use of taxpayer money to support the project. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“…traffic should be studied in totality over broad areas at least 2 
miles and inlc BQE exits to Kent Ave, 4th Ave. not just studied at 
disconnected intersections, spillover to residential neighborhoods 
esp of commercial traffic.  visualization methods should be used, 

integration with other studies of down traffic should be included. 
study 'strength' of residential streets to bear heavy commercial 
traffic - esp damage to old 19th c. ceramic  sewer and water pipes, 
time of study should be a half hour intervals from 5am until 
midnight” 

“why can't we do this in stages by zoning to minimize the impact” 

“-Development is inevitable, but new land uses should benefit the 
neighborhood and its interests.” 

“The proposed project is so contrary to the nature of the existing 
(and thriving) communities, that it will overpower it and destroy it.” 

“It cuts 3 historic neighborhoods with super blocks that completely 
destroy our architectural heritage. This works to the disadvantage of 
small retail stores.” 

“The most important thing to study is the characteristics of Brooklyn 
that people find attractive now” 

“Closing streets is considered a terrible idea in city planning. Car 
traffic helps create street life--people walking, small retail. Big 
plazas make very empty, dangerous places at night.” 

“I think that setting a precedent for using eminent domain, seizing 
property without consent or fair compensation and using this seized 
property for the sheer profit of a private developer, is highly 
disturbing.” 

“This is particularly offensive because of the attendant use of 
eminent domain at a time when the whole country is beginning to 
reexamine the egregious abuse of 'the little guy' that is spreading in 
municipalities in many states.” 

“The use of eminent domain in this case is really benefiting a 
private developer rather than the surrounding community - why 
can't the scale / height of the project be reduced to respect the 
surrounding communities.  Why can't some of the existing 
surrounding buildings be renovated for residential and commercial 
uses, in lieu of destroying the buildings around the site?” 
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“Lack of public review process -- avoiding ULURP  * Phony CBA 
agreement …*Use of public funds subsidizing development  * No 
eminent domain” 

 

TASK 4.  SOCIOECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
The neighborhoods surrounding Atlantic Yards are economically and 
ethnically mixed, but intensive real estate development has been 
displacing low- and moderate-income tenants and homeowners, small 
businesses and manufacturing. It is producing neighborhoods that are less 
diverse ethnically and economically and displacing portions of long-
established African American neighborhoods. Atlantic Yards is likely to 
accelerate this trend. The EIS should disclose the extent to which it does 
or does not. 

All direct and indirect costs of Atlantic Yards to residents, businesses, and 
government must be calculated to consider the full socioeconomic impacts 
of the project. This includes the costs of direct and indirect displacement, 
and direct and indirect subsidies. 

Direct Displacement. Households who entered into voluntary agreements 
with the project sponsors and were displaced should be counted as 
displaced by the project. The threat of condemnation does not make such 
agreements truly voluntary; without the threat of condemnation many of 
these households may not have moved. Tenants who have been forced to 
move by landlords who sold their properties to the project sponsor should 
be considered as having been displaced. 

Homeless Families. In analyzing direct displacement, include the number 
of homeless families and any others residing in institutions that will be 
displaced, the ethnic characteristics of this population, and the direct and 
indirect costs of relocating facilities.  

FDNY Facility. Disclose the public cost of relocating the FDNY facility. 

Age, Race, Ethnicity and Foreign-born Population. Information on 
population, households, household size and income should also include 

breakdowns by age, ethnicity and foreign-born populations. The analysis 
should include an assessment of the potential impact of the project on 
indexes of segregation and other forms of social exclusion in the study 
area and immediately beyond. Socioeconomic information should be 
aggregated by neighborhood as well as for the study area, given the unique 
and distinct characteristics in surrounding neighborhoods. This should 
lead to an analysis of impact both by neighborhood and by social 
groupings in the wider study area. 

Racial Composition and Voting Rights. The EIS should assess how 
changes in racial and ethnic composition will affect representation of 
minorities in city, state and federal election districts, and compliance with 
laws guaranteeing voting rights. 

Twenty-year Trend. Analysis of socioeconomic trends should include data 
from the 1980, 1990 and 2000 census reports. A single inter-census period 
is inadequate to establish a long-term trend. 

Real Estate Trends. In addition to using census data and discussions with 
local real estate firms to determine trends in rents, sales prices, vacancy, 
and tenure, use objective measures available through research of recent 
sales, advertisements, and original surveys. Discussions should also be 
conducted with local non-profit housing development corporations and 
housing advocacy groups as well as real estate agents. The EIS should 
perform a specific and detailed analysis of real estate trends on the project 
footprint and the immediately surrounding blocks that describes changes 
in the last five years. This analysis should identify properties that were 
redeveloped by zoning district, and analyze the extent to which the lack of 
appropriate zoning has been an obstacle to development. 

Replacement Costs of Affordable Housing. The EIS should estimate the 
cost of replacing low- and moderate-income housing units that will be lost 
to direct and indirect displacement. 

Conditions for Affordable Housing. The EIS should fully disclose all 
conditions attached to the affordable housing planned as part of the project 
– including definitions of affordability, sources and conditions of 
subsidies, sunset provisions of subsidies, procedures for selecting tenants 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 14 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
and homeowners, etc. The full public cost per unit of housing should be 
calculated and compared to other public and private developments in 
Brooklyn neighborhoods. The EIS should explain what will happen if 
government funding for affordable housing is not available by the time 
Phase II of the project gets under way. 

Direct and Indirect Subsidies. All direct and indirect project subsidies 
from federal, state and municipal governments and independent authorities 
should be disclosed, including those that are discretionary. This includes 
tax abatements, tax exemptions, savings from bond financing, public 
infrastructure capital and operating costs, housing subsidies, energy cost 
savings, Brownfields credits, and the purchase of land and development 
rights at below market prices. Public subsidies for renovating existing 
buildings on the project footprint should be disclosed. The EIS should 
calculate opportunity costs attributable to the sale and leasing of land 
without competitive bidding and at below-market price. Given that the 
project sponsor owns much of the commercial space in the immediate 
area, the EIS should estimate the additional costs to businesses and 
residents due to monopoly ownership and a weak competitive market. All 
subsidies and costs should be projected through the lifetime of the project 
and include any reasonably likely publicly-financed renovations.  

Costs and Benefits to State and City Governments. When projecting future 
revenues to state and local governments resulting from the project, 
calculate net benefits by subtracting all direct and indirect subsidies and 
costs to government for the project. This should include costs for debt 
financing, infrastructure, including “extraordinary infrastructure,” 
community facilities and services. It should take into account the potential 
tax revenues from development on the site under normal market 
conditions and with a zoning designation that would permit the proposed 
project. The public costs for the relocation or expanded capacity of all 
community facilities, utilities and infrastructure should be estimated over a 
20-year period using verifiable and current marginal cost information. 
However, when new facilities are required due to the size of the project, 
the capital costs of these facilities should be disclosed. The EIS should 
disclose how PILOTs will be used, and what proportion of the PILOTs 

will be spent on amortizing expenditures on improvements to the property 
of the project sponsor. The critiques of methodologies used in projecting 
costs and benefits are outlined in the report by Jung Kim and Gustav 
Peebles, “Estimated Fiscal Impact of Forest City Ratner’s Brooklyn 
Arena…” (June 21, 2004), and these should be addressed in the EIS 
analysis. 

Net Job Gain or Loss. The EIS should estimate the number and proportion 
of jobs attributable to the project that are new to New York City and 
Brooklyn – the net job gain or loss, not gross numbers. If some of these 
net jobs are workers to be transferred from the Continental Arena in New 
Jersey, this should be disclosed. Job security, wage levels, benefits, and 
potentials for upward mobility should be disclosed. Gender, ethnic and age 
categories of new job-holders should be estimated. Estimates should use 
full-time equivalents. The number of jobs for the proposed arena should be 
compared to those at Madison Square Garden.  

Unique and Irreplaceable Businesses. Among the unique and 
irreplaceable businesses to be displaced by the project, the EIS should 
include the largest manufacturer of stencil products for the graphics 
industry in the United States and three buildings with manufacturers of 
food products. The economic value of these businesses should be 
calculated in terms of retail sales and jobs. In addition, the impact of the 
project on the economic livelihood of some 30-40 local artists, many of 
them affiliated, should be assessed, including the loss of affordable art 
space due to rent increases, relocation costs, and noise during 
construction. The EIS should consider the impact of the project on Simon 
Liu, Inc., a unique business providing high quality art products to artists 
around the world, and fine arts institutions and museums in New York 
City. 

Impact on Local Retail. New large-footprint retailers on the project site 
may displace existing local retailers because they will benefit from direct 
and indirect subsidies to the project. The EIS should disclose the local 
retailers and service providers in the study area that will be displaced as a 
result of land and rent increases, the potential for storefront vacancies, and 
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the costs associated with these vacancies. This should include retail strips 
on Atlantic Avenue (both east and west of the site), Flatbush Avenue, 
Fifth Avenue, Seventh Avenue, Smith Street, Vanderbilt Avenue, 
Washington Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Fulton Street. 

Fulton Street Mall. This is one of the oldest and most active retail strips in 
the downtown area, with both large and small retailers, serving a unique 
cultural market. The EIS should consider the effect of land value and rent 
increases on Fulton Street merchants, the potential for blight and the 
displacement of locally-owned retail establishments. 

Most Recent Data. Analyses should use the latest available U.S. Census 
data and the New York City Housing & Vacancy Survey. 

CBN Survey Input 

 
5 SOCIOECONOMIC CONDITIONS Planning & Land Use 12.5%, Justice & Public 

Policy 8%, Economic Impacts 7%,  Gentrification & Diversity 6%,  Housing & 
Homelessness 3% 

Socioeconomic impacts account for the second largest number of 
responses to the survey. The greatest concerns are about the displacement 
of local businesses and gentrification. Respondents worry that the scale of 
the retail development will mean large chain stores that will push out local 
retailers. They see increased rents and housing costs making housing 
unaffordable and forcing out residents.  

Of 393 responses on socioeconomic conditions, over half are related to 
business displacement and gentrification. About 15% are concerned with 
the prospects for low-income people and people with special needs. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Our businesses are locally owned, employing local residents, 
relying on local products, and the profits go back in to the 
neighborhood. This is the most efficient way to improve any 
economy” 

“This diversity, variety and local flavor is what has made these 
communities wonderful places to live and it should stay that way.” 

“The project will cause an increase in property taxes for home 
owners in the area, which will lead to an increase in rent for tenants.  
This is rather unfair for those of us (mostly people of color) who live 
in the area and are already being rapidly priced out of the 
neighborhood.” 

“If this is built I will probably leave, and it is my favorite place on the 
planet right now.”” Will the stadium improve the economics of the 
neighborhood and those who live in it or some other entity with no 
interest in the area?” 

“Overall, that the scale of this project will overwhelm the area and 
lead to severely deteriorated quality of life for residents and local 
businesses.” 

“…loss of vitality of community, injustice to already underprivileged 
community, long term economic damage as city no longer has work 
force to fill lower paying jobs…” 

“…loss of vitality of community, injustice to already underprivileged 
community, long term economic damage as city no longer has work 
force to fill lower paying jobs,” 

“Local businesses will lose revenue to the massive corporations 
who will undoubtedly be brought aboard to occupy the retail space 
created” 

“How many true, lasting jobs does an arena provide?” 
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“The consequences are grave on the social well-being of the 
thriving multicultural communities surrounding the Atlantic Yards.” 

“*Destruction of adjoining neighborhoods and businesses due to 
difficulties with traffic parking and general access  …* Loss of small 
family-owned BROOKLYN businesses, replaced by chain stores. 
The area will look and feel like a mall.” 

“What will this project due to the rental rates in the neighborhood - 
will people be able to afford to live in Brooklyn anymore?  people 
move here to escape the Manhattan rental rates and Ratners is 
bringing these buildings to our neighborhoods” 

 

TASK 5.  COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
The Atlantic Yards project is likely to place significant burdens on 
existing community facilities and public services. The EIS must disclose 
the future burdens on public services and the costs associated with them, 
both to government and individual users. 

Community Services. Within only a ¼-mile radius of Atlantic Yards there 
are 17 community facilities, and with ½ mile there are some 64. As the 
project increases rents and congestion in the area, these facilities may be 
forced to relocate. The EIS should assess this likelihood by examining 
current ownership and rent levels, and estimate the future costs to service 
providers. The study area should be ½-mile from Atlantic Yards to include 
all potentially affected facilities. The public cost for relocating any 
facilities that are displaced, directly or indirectly, should be calculated. 

Impact on Public Schools.  Per pupil costs are expected to rise to $18,182 
in the next four years. This is the figure that should be used in calculating 
the burden on local schools. The EIS must consider the effect of 
increasing average class sizes on educational performance, and the 
consequent long-term economic losses to students. Original surveys of 
local schools should be conducted to determine class sizes and percent 
capacity figures; truancy levels should be included in the surveys. The 
Department of Education’s figures are not reliable and are based on 

unacceptably low standards for class size. Finally, capital costs for 
additional high school students, though marginal, should be estimated. 

Police and Fire Response Times. Current response times for emergency 
providers in the area should be studied and the EIS should demonstrate 
how the project will affect the average as well as the longest response 
times during construction and afterwards (extremely long response times 
can have significant negative consequences that may not be reflected in 
averages). This should include fire, EMS, police emergency, and 
hazardous materials emergencies for the four precincts around the site. 
The analysis should examine response times for each precinct and fire 
facility individually. The effects of street closings related to the project 
and peak congestion due to arena events should be considered. The EIS 
should examine the need for high-rise training for emergency responders.  

Detailed Analysis of Police and Fire Facilities. Detailed analysis is 
required for Engine Company 219/Ladder Company 1, at 494 Dean St., 
abutting the project site; and the 78th Precinct at 65 6th Avenue, less than 
two blocks from the site. The impact on these facilities during and after 
construction should be studied in detail, considering the nearby street 
closings and street widenings. The impact on the availability of on-street 
parking for police and fire employees and neighborhood residents is of 
particular concern, particularly given the proposed street widening. 

Day Care Needs.  The need for new day care facilities should be projected 
based on day care utilization rates from the neighborhoods within a one-
mile radius. The EIS should detail the cost and availability of child care 
facilities planned as part of the project. 

Healthcare Needs. The EIS should detail the health care services to be 
provided as part of the project, projected costs, and the extent to which 
they will meet the needs of the populations within a one-mile radius. 
Estimates of future demand for emergency and outpatient services should 
be broken down by age and income level. Impact of the project on demand 
and capacity of local clinics and hospitals should be measured and 
consider all facilities recently closed or soon to be closed. 
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Mental Health Needs. As demonstrated in the recent study, “Root Shock” 
by Dr. Mindy Fullilove, displacement may create mental health needs. The 
EIS should assess these needs both among residents and workers and 
among the populations using local supportive services. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
6 COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES Environment, Health & Safety 

14%,  Infrastructure & Services 11.4%,  Economic Impacts 7% 

Respondents are concerned about the effect of such a large development 
project on congestion on streets and sidewalks, cleanliness, parking, the 
subways, and in schools. People question the ability of fire and police 
services to handle the increased population. 

300 respondents cited overcrowding and inadequate services. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“…include fewer new housing units 1,000 - 2,000 seems like 
maximum that should be considered…” 

“..will this turn into a battery park city/Tribeca kind of thing- where 
residents of the new towers have all the access to any new and 
improved schools?” 

“Why not provide an incentive for all of the surrounding 
neighborhoods with an amazing middle school available to all of the 
immediately surrounding neighborhoods... a school a la 
Stuyvesant?” 

“…a new elementary school should be built into the site plan at the 
developers expense. it should be open to residents of the 
surrounding neighborhood so they get some benefit from the new 
development..” 

“You can't build a small town without schools and playgrounds..” 

“Increasing the number of people living in the area will further 
increase the number of children using the schools which are 
already over-crowded and under financed.” 

“7. Loitering crowds before, during and after arena events will 
increase daily nusances for area residents.  8. Crime will 
undoubtedly increase in area near arena and adequate measures 
must be in place for safety; fire, security and police.” 

“Neighborhood unrest, violence, crime” 

“This neighborhood already has very overcrowded schools, where 
will the children go to school?” 

“An analysis of our sewage system should acknowledge the fact 
that this is in the watershed of the Gowanus Canal.” 

“Substantially increased flow of untreated sewage into our public 
waterways whenever rain or snow-melt overwhelm our existing 
liquid treatment facilities.” 

“I don't understand who is going to pay for whopping social costs.  
Schools, sewer systems -- even the public library will be 
inadequate. What are the cost of having a fire department capable 
of dealing with a blaze in a high-rise building?  Who pays?” 

“Will the local school systems be given additional monies by the city 
/ state and developer to prepare for the increase in students that 
this project will create?  Our communities already have taxed 
schools systems and not enough resources to handle the projects 
proposed increase in community size.” 

“…our current  area schools will be ruined and crippled by the 
obvious over-crowding.” 
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TASK 6.  OPEN SPACE  
Accessibility of Public Open Space. In analyzing public space within the 
project and the study area, only fully accessible public space should be 
included. This should not include landscaped areas within apartment 
complexes that effectively service only residents. Walkways, gardens and 
plazas that are not accessible because of the way they are configured, with 
visual and design barriers, are not comparable to public parks and 
playgrounds. Design elements that may be introduced to maximize 
security must be analyzed in detail, including barriers, bollards, 
surveillance equipment, etc. Security policies may effectively restrict the 
use of open space by excluding individuals and groups who would 
otherwise have a right to access to public open spaces. The use and 
function of open space in the project should be compared to Metrotech and 
Atlantic Center, where the project sponsor has already established policies 
for security and access. 

Open Space for Workers. The demand for public space per worker in the 
project should be projected, but this should not be satisfied by either the 
Dean Street Playground or Bear’s Garden, the only open spaces in the 
immediate area. Consideration should be given to financing by project 
sponsors of public open space outside the immediate study area as a 
mitigation measure. 

Trees. The EIS should disclose the impact of the project on the number of 
trees and distinguish between mature and newly-planted trees, decorative 
and shade trees. 

Bear’s Garden. The effect of shadows, litter, noise and air pollution on the 
Bear’s Garden should be disclosed. 

Heat Island Effect. The proposed project may exacerbate a trend of 
increased temperature in the immediate area due to traffic, the expanded 
use of reflective surfaces, and decrease in green space. The EIS should 
map the heat island effect and project the potential impacts of the project 
and development induced by the project.  

CBN Survey Data 

 
7. OPEN SPACE Environment, Health & Safety 7%, Planning & Land Use 13%,  

Parks & Public Space 2% 

Among the major concerns is that green spaces and parks in the new 
project will be available for public use. People also worry that the new 
buildings will block light from existing community gardens. 

 

There are 58 responses about open space. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“…I hoped they would use the land for a park, creating a much 
needed green belt. And I'm an NBA fan!” 

“There was a promise of open space in the original proposal which 
has subsequently been revised to provide accessible green space 
in 2016.  Until then, the only park provided for by the plan will not be 
open to the public, and will be situated at the top of the stadium.  
This is not acceptable.” 
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TASK 7.  CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Rowhouse Blocks.  The EIS should examine the blocks of rowhouses 
typical to the area that are not protected by historic district regulations.  

Places of Worship. The EIS should identify the neighborhood places of 
worship that are not protected but may lose worshipers or face economic 
pressures to close. 

Unique Properties. The following properties with historic value should be 
described in the EIS. 

• The building at 24 Sixth Avenue that housed the original Spalding 
sporting goods factory. 

• Freddy’s Bar, Dean Street and Sixth Avenue, once a private club 
run by the Spalding Company. 

• 636 Pacific Street, a warehouse designed by George S. Kingsley. 

• The former Ward’s and Pechter’s Bakery at 800 Pacific St. 

• African American and Native American Settlements. The EIS 
should investigate whether the site may have remains of early 
African American and Native American settlements that developed 
around Atlantic Avenue and possibly continued into the late 19th 
century. The site may also have been a stop on the Underground 
Railroad. 

• The Pacific Street Library. An original Carnegie Library which 
may be endangered by construction vibrations from the Site 5 
development. 

 

CBN Survey Data 

 
8 CULTURAL RESOURCES Quality of Life 13.4%, Gentrification & Diversity 6% 

Survey respondents are concerned about changes to the “feel” of the 
neighborhood, but they tend to link this with fears of displacement due to 
gentrification. They mention the loss of ethnic and economic diversity 
resulting from increasing housing costs. They also tie their concerns to the 
scale of the proposed project. 

 

The loss of community culture and diversity was mentioned 77 times. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“As to the stadium-there is much romanticism about having a home 
basketball team, but take one look at Madison Square Garden to 
see what a stadium does to a 'wholesome' neighborhood.  Fast 
food, congestion, filth and crime.  We can have a home team and a 
stadium-but not in the most congested corner in Brooklyn! …why 
plunk a stadium culture into an ever developing residential, 
culturally vibrant area?” 

” The new arts library, and arts district will be overwhelmed or 
neglected” 
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TASK 8.  URBAN DESIGN AND VISUAL RESOURCES 
In conjunction with a detailed analysis of urban design and visual 
resources, the EIS should analyze the extent to which the project will be 
designed as a self-contained enclave or whether there will be clear visual 
and functional connections between the project and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Visualization models with views from multiple directions 
should show the extent of separation and integration, and differences in 
scale, building type, and streetscape. The EIS should illustrate the extent 
to which the following would knit together the project and surrounding 
neighborhoods, or separate them:  the location and function of streets and 
avenues, street trees and furniture, sidewalk amenities, loading docks, curb 
cuts, and security measures. The EIS should detail the design guidelines 
referred to in the Draft Scope and disclose the process for determining 
compliance and exceptions. 

The urban design analysis should also focus on the questions of building 
height and scale. Visualization methods should be employed to 
demonstrate the contrast between the scale of the project and the scale of 
the built environment in the adjacent neighborhoods. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
9. URBAN DESIGN AND VISUAL RESOURCES Quality of Life 13.4%, Planning & 

Land Use 12.5% 
All those who are concerned about urban design issues state that the 
project is too large and fails to fit in with the existing community. 

 
213 respondents mentioned urban design issues. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Brooklyn will not grow and develop healthily” 

“People will be angry and depressed and many will leave. Oh, it 
won't look to the developers like anything negative has shifted. 
They will see what they want to see and highlight whatever they 
want in a giant glaze-over of the real environmental, spatial and 
psychological disasters happening in little ways on every block.” 

“Massive high rises on Atlantic Ave will create an any place USA 
look full of tall buildings and national chain stores. Brooklyn will be 
as boring as downtown Cleveland. This high-rise complex will also 
divide the communities creating a wall that interferes with cross 
polinisation between the neighborhoods.” 

“The quality of life in my neighborhood will be destroyed. I love 
Brooklyn for its open sky. I need to see sky - that's why I left 
Manhattan. I am an artist, I need light. The scale and scope of the 
Ratner project is too imposing visually. Brooklyn character, which 
people all around the world respond to as it is in many films, will be 
destroyed. The Williamburg Bank Building Tower will be dwarfed. I 
am disgusted that people who do not live in the area have the 
power to destroy it for the benefit of their pocketbooks - does 
Ratner really need to make more money? Whereas I really need my 
Brooklyn. It is as if Manhattan skyline is taking a walk across the 
Brooklyn Bridge and staying put. We do not want to be an extension 
of Manhattan.” 

“Storefront design: What design standards will be used to make for 
a pedestrian friendly shopping atmosphere? How have other 
downtown projects built new construction while maintaining the 
community's context? Street level rendering should be provided for 
the public for review before accepted by the building department in 
order to create architecturally stimulating and productive spaces.  “ 

“My central concerns are:   1) The quality of architecture that will be 
created (I am appalled at Ratner's track record. Both Metrotech and 
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the Atlantic Mall Terminal are just horrible, horrible examples of 
'development.' Cheap and ugly, they are examples of buildings so 
obviously created for the developer's pockets at the expense of the 
long-term living environment of residents.” 

“…the architectural quality of the buildings and how they will impact 
a largely land-marked, traditional 19th century low rise 
(Brownstone) neighborhood.” 

" Overbuilding which will likely yield unused, unattractive, huge 
buildings… 

“…the plan calls for high-rise towers that will bring in large 
corporate tenants and act as a barrier between neighborhoods.” 

“Basic scale issues, …if someone wants to develop the parcel of 
land which is now sitting more or less unused, a project should be 
developed which matches the scale of the surroundings and can be 
integrated successfully.” 

“Aesthetically ... The Williamsburg Bank Building is a great 
landmark, and the large swaths of open sky around it are a 
welcome change from Manhattan's overcrowded mishmash of 
architectural styles. Proposed project would dwarf and obscure the 
entire Brooklyn skyline.” 

“The Atlantic Mall Target Old Navy Complex is an eyesore that 
adds nothing to a sense of community to the area.  I think that is 
Ratner's too.  Stop him from playing Monopoly with Brooklyn.” 

 

TASK 9.  SHADOWS 
Of particular concern are shadows to be cast across the Williamsburg Bank 
Building, a historic landmark, and the Bear’s Garden. However, the EIS 
should also look at the effect of shadows on all community facilities.  

Sidewalks. Since there is so little public open space in the area around the 
project, sidewalks are in fact the major public spaces, and they are heavily 
used during the daytime. The impact of shadows on sidewalks should be 
modeled.  

Energy Costs. The increased energy costs to property owners on and off 
the site due to shadows should be calculated.  

Solar Energy Loss. Shadows may foreclose the introduction of solar 
panels in the area. The Havana Outpost restaurant at Fulton and South 
Elliot, which now operates on solar energy, may lose this energy source as 
a result of the project. The long-term cost of such energy losses should be 
assessed.  

Gardens. Garden tours in the surrounding historic neighborhoods 
highlight the many private gardens developed by local residents. Shadows 
may severely affect some of these gardens. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
10. SHADOWS Environment, Health & Safety 14%,  Quality of Life 13.4%, Planning 

& Land Use 12.5% 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“   Shadows cast by out-of-scale structures.” 

“3. The skyscrapers will cast huge shadows, and the intimate nature 
of blocks of row houses will be destroyed” 

“The inappropriately large architecture will create light pollution…” 

“Study how much shadow will be cast in evening and winter 
months” 
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TASK 10.  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
It is now widely recognized that the use of hazardous construction 
materials produces “sick building syndrome” when toxic gases are 
released and climatized interior environments recirculate them. The 
project Project Planning Principles mention the possibility of using 
“sustainable design principles, where possible and reasonable.” These 
principles should be defined and detailed so their potential impact on the 
interior environment can be assessed. The EIS should evaluate the 
potential negative impacts of hazardous building materials on the health of 
tenants, workers, and building visitors. 

The EIS should also disclose the use of hazardous materials for removing 
oil and chemicals from the proposed parking garages, and the methods to 
be used for safe disposal. 

TASK 11.  INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY AND SOLID 
WASTE 
Combined Sewer Overflows. The Atlantic Yards project will place an 
additional burden on the combined storm water/waste water system. There 
are already excessive combined sewer overflows (CSOs) in the watershed 
that drains into the Gowanus Canal. The EIS must model the effect of 
additional storm water runoff resulting from the addition of impervious 
surfaces, including the platform over the rail yards. The EIS should 
consider the need for long-postponed mitigation measures in light of the 
added CSOs and the cost of these measures.  

Gowanus Flushing Tunnel. The EIS should take into account the 
likelihood of breakdowns in the operation of the flushing tunnel in the 
Gowanus Canal and the effect these will have on surface water quality. 

Red Hook Treatment Plant Capacity. There are already significant dry 
weather overflows at the Red Hook Sewage Treatment Plant that result in 
the discharge of raw sewage. The EIS should measure the additional dry 
weather overflows resulting from the project during periods of peak 
demand, and the effect on surface water quality. 

Power Plants. The EIS should outline the contribution of the project to the 
trend of growth in the number of new power plants in Brooklyn. The costs 
and environmental impacts of these plants should be outlined. Also, the 
disproportionate impact of the facilities on low-income and minority 
communities should be considered. 

Waste Transfer. The EIS should outline the contribution of the project to 
the capacity of private waste transfer stations in Brooklyn for handling 
commercial waste, and the disproportionate impact of these facilities on 
low-income and minority communities. The additional costs and burdens 
of truck traffic to handle domestic waste should also be analyzed. 

Waste Reduction and Prevention. The EIS should detail any ways in 
which the project will reduce the amount of waste produced per capita. 

Waterfront Revitalization Program (WRP). Since the project is likely to 
affect the Gowanus Canal and waste facilities located on the waterfront, 
and its impact must be considered as cumulative along with other 
waterfront development projects, such as Brooklyn Bridge Park and the 
Greenpoint/Williamsburg rezoning, there should be an analysis of the 
consistency of the project with the city’s WRP. 
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CBN Survey Data 

 
11. INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY AND SOLID WASTE Environment, Health & 

Safety 14.1%,  Infrastructure & Services 11.4% 

Survey respondents are concerned with the ability of streets to handle the 
increased traffic, and the impact of the project on water supply, sewage 
treatment, and sanitation systems. 

Infrastructure concerns were mentioned 192 times. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“The track record of EDC and other government entities in 
addressing the environmental impacts of prior projects such as 
Atlantic Center and Atlantic Terminal. Example failing to properly 
implement promised infrastructure and traffic amelioration to 
mitigate the negative impacts of the ATURA Site. Failing to build the 
promised South Oxford Park, etc.” 

“Absent massive infusions of public monies, schools and police and 
fire services in surrounding neighborhoods will likely become 
severely over-extended.” 

“And why should infrastructure be upgraded for Ratner rather than 
for the city as a whole. Take a look at the train stations all over 
Brooklyn- how about fixing them before doing anything for the 
Ratner Complex. Lower income folk pay taxes too..” 

“I am also concerned that the city will find itself responsible to repair 
water mains and streets that collapse under the unprecedented 
stress of this new development” 

“Storm water impacts: How will the project maintain current levels or 
reduce storm water levels? Will pervious pavings/concrete be 
included in sidewalks, parking, etc? Are greenroofs being 
contemplated? Is the project team considering the use of swales to 
catch and treat water?     Energy consumption and usage: How will 
this project affect the energy grid? Will steps be taken to conserve 
energy through efficient building design, perhaps LEED standards.” 

“The increase in population means that many more households 
flushing toilets, doing laundry--can our sewer systems support the 
added load--where will it drain to?” 

“the local infrastructure --  roads, buses, subways, parking, parks, 
libraries, schools, police -- is not equipped to accommodate such a 
huge project, and there are no plans to do anything about that.” 

“How can something of this proposed scope be proposed without 
improvements to local services (police, fire, new schools, etc.) and 
expansion of public transport. These resources are maxed as it is.” 

 

TASK 12.  TRAFFIC AND PARKING/TRANSIT AND 
PEDESTRIANS 

This element is one of the most critical and priority attention must be paid 
to the full disclosure of negative environmental impacts as well as full 
mitigation. Downtown Brooklyn around Atlantic Yards is already 
suffering the consequences of severe traffic and transit congestion.  

Integration with Other Studies. The traffic and parking analysis must be 
fully integrated with the Downtown Brooklyn Transportation Blueprint, 
the recommendations of the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Study, 
and all other DOT plans for downtown Brooklyn. Trip generation models 
should use recent and reliable data; the Downtown Brooklyn FEIS 
underestimates baseline data. 
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Larger Study Area. The study area should include all of Community 
Districts 2, 6 and 8, the BQE, and all traffic arteries entering downtown 
Brooklyn. In addition to the intersections identified in the Draft Scope, 
additional intersections should be added in the area between the project 
and Fort Greene Park, and along local streets that intersect Atlantic 
Avenue west of Flatbush Avenue. The following intersections should be 
added to the study: 

• Pacific St. and Boerum Pl., Smith St., Hoyt St., Bond St., Nevins 
St. and 3rd Avenue. 

• Dean St. and Boerum Pl., Smith St., Hoyt St., Bond St., Nevins St. 
and 3rd Avenue. 

• Fourth Ave. and Prospect Pl./Warren Pl., Park Pl./Baltic St., 
Sterling Pl., St. Johns Pl., Lincoln Pl./DeGraw St., Berkeley 
Pl./Sackett St. and Union St. 

• Fifth Avenue and Union Street 

• Hanson Pl. and Fort Greene Pl., So. Elliot Pl., and So. Oxford Pl. 

• Lafayette Ave., Fort Greene Pl., and Fulton St. 

• Ashland Pl. and Lafayette Ave., Fulton St., DeKalb 
Ave.,Willoughby Ave., and Myrtle Ave. 

• Flatbush Ave. and Grand Army Plaza (this intersection has the 
third largest number of accidents in the city).  

Transportation Modeling. Traffic modeling should assign traffic in a 
thorough and systematic way to all local streets. For mass transit, the 
MTA’s Transit Demand Model should be used. The models should also 
demonstrate the effects on the transportation systems of exceptional events 
such as natural disasters, security alerts on the East River bridges, or 
terrorist attacks.  

Structured Parking. The EIS should estimate the proportion of the 
proposed parking that will serve the residential, commercial and arena 
uses, the cost and availability of parking, and expected utilization rates. 

Additional traffic to the area attributable to the available parking in the 
project should be estimated. Structured parking should not be used as a 
mitigation measure since it will only induce more traffic to the site. 

Local Streets. Spillover effects of additional traffic onto local streets must 
be calculated, including streets with community facilities. This should 
include the impact on on-street parking. Mitigation measures considered 
should include residential parking permits to address on-street parking 
problems. 

Visualization Methods. Traffic modeling should incorporate visualization 
techniques (similar to those that were used for rebuilding the World Trade 
Center site) that simulate future conditions and allow community members 
to see the effect of traffic on local streets.  

Trucks and Buses. Analyze the impact of trucks on local streets, and any 
changes in bus and truck routes caused by the project. The location and 
volume of bus standing and parking for arena events should be disclosed. 
If buses are re-routed away from the project for security purposes or other 
reasons, these changes should alter formulas used to calculate modal split. 

Dollar Vans. The EIS should identify places where dollar vans will be 
permitted to safely stop near the project, particularly around the heavily-
trafficked intersection of Atlantic, Flatbush and Fourth Avenues. 

Bicycle Routes. Atlantic Yards is located along and near bicycle routes and 
bicycle lanes used for commuting and local trips. The EIS should assess 
the impact of the project on bicycle circulation. In particular, analyze the 
extent to which proposed street widenings, curb cuts, street closures, and 
all measures proposed may contribute to unsafe conditions for bicyclists or 
interrupt frequently-used bicycle routes. The EIS should include counts of 
bicycles at peak and off-peak hours, at least four times a year, along 
designated bicycle routes and streets with significant commercial activity, 
and project future demand for bicycle trips. 

Bicycle Parking. Disclose all bicycle parking spaces that will be lost due 
to the project and all spaces to be provided by the project. 
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Mitigation by Traffic Reduction. Mitigation should consider methods of 
reducing traffic in downtown Brooklyn, particularly through traffic to and 
from the East River crossings. Mitigation measures evaluated should 
include placing tolls on the East River bridges and expanding mass transit 
services. 

Pedestrian Flow and Safety. The EIS should undertake pedestrian counts 
at all major intersections and selected local streets. The pedestrian 
problems at the intersection of Atlantic, Fourth and Flatbush Avenues, and 
other intersections around the project, cannot be solved solely by 
conventional methods of changing signal timing and adding pavement 
markings. The proposed widening of streets and provision of additional 
drop-off lanes are likely to induce additional traffic and make pedestrian 
circulation even more difficult and dangerous. There must be extensive 
traffic calming measures at the intersection of Atlantic, Fourth and 
Flatbush Avenues and at intersections along these avenues, in order to 
mitigate additional traffic resulting from the project and the cumulative 
impact of other projects in downtown Brooklyn. It should be made clear 
whether streets to be closed and sold to the project developer will remain 
open to pedestrian traffic, what restrictions will be placed on pedestrian 
circulation, and how they will affect pedestrian circulation in the broader 
study area. 

Modal Split for the Arena. The modal split for arena traffic should be 
based on an independent study of the likely audiences for sporting and 
cultural events. The EIS cannot rely on surveys taken by the project 
sponsors or potential lessors of the property. It is highly unlikely that as 
many as half of the current Nets fan base outside of New York City will 
migrate to regularly attend games in Brooklyn, and those that do are more 
likely to drive than rely on irregular late-night transit service that requires 
several transfers. There may be a tendency to underestimate the arena trips 
via auto that originate in Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island. But this 
determination should not be left to speculation or biased studies. The 
modal split for nearby cultural facilities such as the Brooklyn Museum and 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, or nearby athletic facilities, should be used 
for comparison instead of facilities in Manhattan. Comparisons can be 

made with similar facilities located at the edges of downtown areas of 
other cities. In addition, projections of traffic generated by the arena 
should take into account the usual starting times of games and other 
events, whether or not they occur during peak hours.  

Modal Split for Residential Traffic. The modal split for residential traffic 
should use comparable residential projects in and near downtown 
Brooklyn, such as Cadman Plaza Towers, not Manhattan projects. The 
modal split for commercial traffic should use as a comparison comparable 
Brooklyn office facilities such as in Metrotech (surveyed by an 
independent consultant to avoid conflict of interest). 

Crowding and Safety on Subway Platforms. The EIS should consider the 
effect of the project on crowding on subway platforms and pedestrian 
tunnels, and any increase in headways resulting from queuing and 
overcrowding. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
12. TRAFFIC AND PARKING, ETC. Traffic 23.4%, Environment, Health & Safety 

14.1%,  Quality of Life 13%,  Economic Impacts 6.7% 

Transportation is mentioned the most by survey respondents. 81% of the 
responses about transportation identify traffic and parking as significant 
concerns. Respondents frequently mention the already existing traffic 
congestion, and the expectation that increased population and events at the 
proposed arena will make traffic much worse. They believe that the 
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growing number of residents with cars, and the arena patrons, will make 
local parking conditions worse. They express concern about pedestrian 
safety due to the increasing overcrowding on sidewalks and subway 
platforms in the area around the project. 

 

Transportation is mentioned 740 times. 601 responses target traffic 
concerns and 139 mention parking. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“The project clearly overwhelms the more human scale of the 
current buildings without providing the critically needed 
infrastructure, including a public transportation hub on a scale of the 
one adjacent to MSG; the streets and access routes for vehicular 
use do not address the volume of street traffic that the stadium will 
generate from all directions…” 

“Flatbush Avenue is almost impassible already, and the addition of 
the arena, hotel, and housing will augment the problem…” 

“The consequence is an example of the 'ugly city' myth: a large, 
centrally located destination with no easy access.  Instead, the 
destination will attract dangerous amounts of traffic with no smooth 
transitions from either neighborhood to neighborhood or 
neighborhood to stadium, where traffic and people will get choked 
in bottlenecks.  The plan has insufficient public transportation above 
and below ground:  it will increase pollution and provide a focus, an 
opportunity for crime and vandalism with the numbers of people 
expected without adequate support in lighting, emergency access, 
etc.” 

“…a luxury surcharge should be imposed (except for disabled 
patrons) to discourage driving.    Residential permit parking should 
be implemented in surrounding neighborhoods to prevent overflow 
street parking.” 

“Gridlock from west end of Atlantic Avenue and downtown Brooklyn 
through to Grand Army Plaza” 

“Increased traffic would tie up an area that is already choked by the 
constant repairs to the road and heavy volume that is not limited to 
rush hour.” 

“Traffic is a nightmare at the corner of Atlantic and Flatbush; it will 
become exponentially worse under this plan, or, rather, lack of 
plan.” 

“the intersections around the proposed development are already 
very dangerous for pedestrians, and would only become more so 
with increased traffic congestion” 

“Traffic studies should consider the differing impacts of a public 
arena hosting special events as opposed to the enormous size of 
the envisioned complex.  A true appraisal of increased subway 
ridership should take into account the size of subway platforms 
within nearby stations” 

“Additional traffic will destroy the character of the neighborhood, 
make it noisier, reduce air quality, and make it less safe for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.” 

? As is almost always the case with major real estate developments 
in urban areas, insufficient attention is paid to providing adequate 
parking for the influx of additional vehicles, including commercial 
vehicles that need to make deliveries and often resort to double 
parking because of the lack of curbside space.” 

“The traffic jams on Atlantic Ave. are already terrible, and watching 
the elderly and infirm attempt to negotiate that avenue is heart-
stopping..” 

TASK 13.  AIR QUALITY 
Increased traffic resulting from the project will be the major source of air 
quality impacts.  

 

Monitoring Locations. Air quality at the subway and train platforms, 
underground passageways, and the proposed garages should be measured 
and changes due to the project estimated. Changes in air quality at and 
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near sensitive receptors within a ½ mile radius should be measured (see 
Sensitive Receptor map). Special attention should be paid to measures of 
small particulate matter (PM2.5). 

Critical Intersections. The following locations near sensitive receptors and 
concentrated pedestrian traffic should be monitored, in addition to those 
identified using the methodology proposed in the Draft Scope: 

• Lafayette Ave. at St. Felix St., Carlton St. and Vanderbilt Ave. 

• Hanson Pl. at Ft. Greene Pl. and So. Portland Ave. 

• Ashland Pl. and DeKalb Ave. and Willoughby Ave. 

• Washington Ave. and Fulton St. 

• Vanderbilt Ave. and Sterling Pl. 

• St. Marks and Underhill 

See the attached Sensitive Receptors map. This is not a definitive listing of 
locations near sensitive receptors and should be added to as needed. 

The effects of reflected light by glass panels used in the proposed arena 
must be studied to determine potential impacts on heat levels on 
surrounding streets and sidewalks, and potential risks to pedestrians, 
bicyclists and drivers. Other buildings by Frank Gehry have been known 
to cause serious impacts. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
13. AIR QUALITY Environment, Health & Safety 14.1%,  Quality of Life, 13.4% 

Concerns about air pollution are invariably related to the expected increase 
in traffic.  

 

There are 259 mentions of air quality. 

CBN Survey Examples Comments 
“Air pollution in an area already identified as an air pollution hot spot 
since the 1980's…” 

“Fort Greene and Bed-Stuy have high rates of asthma now and the 
development will only make them worse.  Even if the basketball 
fans take the subway, all of the new skyscraper tenants will demand 
to have cars and the density of cars will drastically increase asthma 
rates.  It is completely irresponsible development.” 

“My biggest concerns are that the increase in traffic will create 
perpetual gridlock and endanger the tenuous 'quality' of our air” 
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TASK 14.  NOISE 
The most likely source of additional noise will be traffic generated by the 
project, including traffic to the proposed arena. The Transportation Noise 
Model should be used to estimate noise levels. 

Sensitive Receptors. Monitor and project noise levels at locations near 
sensitive receptors. See the intersections listed above and the attached 
Sensitive Receptors map. This is not a definitive listing of locations near 
sensitive receptors and should be added to as needed.  

Vibrations. Estimate vibrations resulting from additional truck traffic and 
subway/train traffic, and potential impacts on residential blocks in the 
area. 

Arena Crowds. Estimate noise impacts from arena crowds. 

CBN Survey Data 
Noise is mentioned as a concern on a par with air pollution and related to 
increased traffic. People are concerned about noise related to traffic and 
particularly to noise generated by arena activities. 

 

Noise was mentioned 259 times. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Noise inside my home has made it hard to have conversations 
during rush hour in rooms on the front of the building and 
impossible on the street. Noise disturbs my children's sleep and 
increases the levels of stress. I have seen no evidence that 
increases in traffic due to development can be handled by the 
current infrastructure.” 

“*  Honking  *  Late night noise  *  Loud radios, etc.” 

 

 

TASK 15.  NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER 
The neighborhoods adjacent to Atlantic Yards are principally residential. 
The site is also at the edge of downtown Brooklyn in a part of the 
downtown that has historically been a mix of industry, retail and 
residential uses. The Atlantic Yards proposal clearly creates a wholly new 
and distinct neighborhood character. This should be fully discussed and 
analyzed. Furthermore, there are several distinct neighborhoods adjacent 
to the site, each of which has its own unique character as well as 
diversities within each area:  Fort Greene, Prospect Heights, Park Slope, 
Boerum Hill. These distinctions should be made in the analysis. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
14. NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER Quality of Life 13%, Economic Impacts 7%,  
Gentrification & Diversity 6%, Housing & Homelessness 3%,  Parks & Public Spaces 

2% 

Concerns that the project would change neighborhood character are 
closely connected to the concerns about increased population, traffic, and 
the scale of the proposed development. 

 

265 responses mention the impact on neighborhood character. 
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CBN Survey Example Comments 

“The creation of a gated community is not good for the 
neighborhood- it instead becomes it's own bubble with weighted 
interests at odds with the rest of the area.” 

” My neighborhood (Prospect Heights) will empty of all of its current 
residents. The streets will be turned into truck routes, and then 
turned into parking lots. Local businesses will not be able to survive, 
and they will be replaced by national chains exporting profits out of 
state.      Of course neighborhoods always change, but the bigger 
problem is that this is a template for all development in the United 
States. After destroying Prospect Heights, other neighborhoods will 
suffer the same fate. Local businesses will be destroying, and New 
York will lose its character, leading to the decline of the whole City. 
Why would anyone want to come to New York if the best we can 
offer is a sports team? Every city has one of those, and we should 
not aspire to be Sacramento. We should aspire to be New York.” 

“i just think a sports arena and the proposed project are out of 
synch with the neighborhood character.” 

“There should be an in-depth study conducted in several other cities 
where sports arenas are situated directly next to residential areas. 
One example is Fenway Park in Boston (although a MUCH smaller 
stadium than the proposed Nets arena). Area residents should be 
surveyed to understand the many ways a sports arena negatively 
impacts the quality of life for residents of the surrounding area” 

“Consequence to me is that Brooklyn stops being the borough I 
love. Which is quiet, a little sleepy, green, clean. Brooklyn will 
become Manhattan. I don't want to live in Manhattan. If the stadium 
plan actually happens, I hope to not be living in Brooklyn by the 
time it opens then.” 

“The displacement of surrounding residents and businesses (both 
directly, through the invocation of eminent domain, and indirectly, 
through potentially massive and abrupt gentrification) is manifestly 
unfair, as well as destructive of neighborhood coherence and 
civility.  Small businesses, no longer able to afford the rent, will give 

way to the generic chains that Ratner-style development exclusively 
favors.” 

”Ratner's previous projects (Metro Tech, Atlantic Terminal Mall and 
neighboring buildings) have tended to have a profoundly negative 
effect on their surrounding neighborhoods, substituting suburban 
banality for the sense of place they have obliterated.” 

“Though, in the short-term, greater profitability may seem 
advantageous, in the longer-run these areas will not gain in value 
achievable through more organic growth, the less heritage, identity, 
and vitality is preserved.  “ 

“destroying our way of life and the charm of our neighborhood” 

“the ways in which social diversity improves a neighborhood; the 
contribution that local businesses make to civic life versus the way 
in which chains tend to drain communities of genuine vitality; and 
the importance of beauty to the lives of all people; are difficult to 
quantify and to assert empirically, which is part of the reason they 
so frequently tend to be problematic.  All the same, I urge CBN to 
design a study that gives these profound, though deceptively subtle, 
issues their proper weight.   “ 

“I'm worried that the community will lose its warmth and character, 
that people will be driven out of their homes, and that the general 
feel of Brooklyn will be lost, crushed under the huge footprint of 
high-rises that have nothing to do with real life in Brooklyn.” 

” Low rise Brooklyn is a series of neighborhoods with unique 
characteristics that attract people because of the specialness of 
those neighborhoods. No two neighborhoods are alike. Neither the 
people or the shops or the cultural climate.” 

“the loss of an affordable, friendly neighborhood where we all know 
each other for a dirty and overcrowded atmosphere similar to 
around Madison Square Garden-NO ONE wants to live near there 
and they don't-for a reason! You will turn my beautiful neighborhood 
into a corporate nightmare.” 
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“This project is disrespectful to the character of the neighborhood 
and the lives of those already here. The proposed development is 
grossly out of scale to this area” 

“I used to live in that neighborhood and still go there regularly.  I 
believe the nature and character of the neighborhood will be forever 
damaged.” 

“We're a diverse urban neighborhood that this project threatens to 
turn into something that looks like any suburban town in the U.S. 
that surrounds a large stadium complex.  We really don't need that 
here.” 

TASK 16.  CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS 
Public Costs. The EIS should estimate pollution levels and the public costs 
of additional traffic congestion, air pollution, noise, and vibrations caused 
by construction. This should include the costs of vehicular crashes, 
damages to road surfaces, public health, and productivity losses.  

Emergency Services. The impact of construction on emergency services 
should be assessed, especially as it will affect operations of the 78th Police 
Precinct, and the availability of Atlantic Avenue as a major evacuation 
route. 

Impact on Retail. The impact of construction on retail establishments in 
the area should be assessed, including losses in jobs and revenues. 

Hazardous Materials. Hazardous materials used during construction and 
disposal methods to be used should be fully disclosed as well as health 
risks associated with them. 

Impacts on Community Facilities and Homes. The impacts of truck traffic 
(including idling trucks), vibrations, air pollution and noise resulting from 
construction on community facilities and homes in the study area should 
be measured. Risks of building collapse should be assessed. 

Impacts on Aquifers. Given the history of street collapses in the area due 
to poorly supported aquifers, the impact of new construction on aquifers 
should be assessed. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
15 CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS Traffic 23.4%, Environment, Health & Safety 14%,  

Quality of Life 13% 
Survey respondents mention construction impacts such as traffic, noise, 
dust, and rats that would affect the surrounding neighborhoods. People are 
concerned about the prospect of a 10-year construction period. 
 
35 respondents mention construction impacts. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“The construction phase of this project is over 10 years.  How are 
they going to keep construction traffic out of the surrounding 
residential areas, and how are they going to control the pollution 
caused by the construction noise and air.” 

“Strict accountability as to the planning and execution of the entire 
project with penalties against FCRC for failure to meet those 
standards and deadlines.” 

“What guarantees will we get, or threat of damages/compensation, 
if the schedule is not maintained or if the impact turns out to be 
greater than promised?” 

“Noise and dirt from construction will ruin the peace of current 
residents' daily lives, and rats will abound during excavation.” 
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TASK 17.  PUBLIC HEALTH 
The project’s impacts on air quality, ambient noise and land use in the 
neighborhood can have negative effects on the health of residents and 
workers in the area. 

Air, Noise and Odors. Assess the effect of air quality changes, noise and 
odors resulting from the project on public health in the area, including 
impacts on sensitive receptors, particularly people with compromised 
immune systems.  

Stress. Assess the affects of stress on residents and workers in the area due 
to construction, displacement due to the project, and the changes in 
neighborhood character. 

Costs. Estimate the public and private costs of the above impacts in terms 
of treatment and productivity losses. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
16 PUBLIC HEALTH Environment, Health & Safety 14%,  Quality of Life 13.4% 

Respondents mention potential health problems, such as asthma, 
associated with increased traffic and car emissions, noise from the arena, 
traffic and crowding in public places. 70% of the respondents in this 
category are concerned about the impact of the project on the overall 
quality of life in the area. 

 

175 respondents mention public health concerns. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Increased incidence of asthma and degradation of the quality of life 
for chronic sufferers of asthma (such as myself). Degradation to 
street life in surrounding communities in the form of increased noise 
and traffic, difficulty of mobility and inability to travel. Even now 
there is grid lock on my block (Vanderbilt between Greene and 
Gates) during rush hour.” 

“…higher amount of constant traffic will contribute to rise in 
respiratory and hearing problems and overall anxiety from living in 
an area that is over populated.     also more traffic fatalities can 
occur; it's already difficult for seniors and others to cross the street 
in this area…” 

“Though we cannot see the 'bad' air we are breathing, read the 
results of the testing of the Brooklyn air by the National Resources 
Defense Council.  It shows that the particulates in the Brooklyn air 
are hazardous to all of our health.  In what way?  Increased 
amounts of asthma, sneezing, coughing, tearing eyes, shortness of 
breath are common reactions to polluted air.    Lung cancer and 
cancer in general are the long term effects of bad air. Shortened life 
spans.” 

 

TASK 18.  MITIGATION 
A procedure should be established so that all mitigation measures 
proposed will be completed before the project receives a certificate of 
occupancy and is able to enter in operation. A transparent system for 
monitoring implementation of mitigation measures should be established 
that includes the possibility of penalties for failure to implement as well as 
changes to take into account altered conditions. 

CBN Survey Data 
One mitigation strategy mentioned is to take the arena out of the plan. 
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CBN Survey Example Comments 

“The little <money> the city will get will  be lost to the need of 
mitigating problems for which the developer will not be responsible.” 

“Out on Flatbush is an old landing field that is not being used.  Build 
the coliseum out there and no one will be put out of there homes.” 

“Design of the complex at street level should include small retail 
spaces which are affordable to non-chain stores” 

“* Scale down (radically) the size of the project and buildings  * Plan 
for massive improvement of adjoining subway stations and ways for 
stadium crowd to park outside the area and subway  * Allow 
displaced businesses to redevelop their own sites in the complex” 

TASK 19.  ALTERNATIVES 
In addition to the project and a No Build alternative, the EIS must consider 
the Extell proposal as an alternative. The Extell proposal is a financially 
viable alternative by a recognized development firm with an established 
track record. It was informed by the UNITY Plan, which was developed 
over the period of a year and after ten public workshops, and endorsed by 
local elected officials. The Extell proposal was also informed by the set of 
Guiding Principles that were developed and adopted by over 20 local 
community-based organizations and endorsed by three of four local 
elected officials. The Extell proposal is the only financially viable 
alternative plan. 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Brooklyn is counting on your organization to ensure that this 
development, practically unprecedented in scale in Brooklyn's 
history, be realized in the most responsible and constructive 
manner possible - even if that means requiring that the plans be 
changed substantially.” 

“Move the Stadium to a better Brooklyn Location, Such as the 
original Ebbets Field site. The subway stations are large enough; 

the roads would need minor upgrades to link to The Interboro & 
Prospect Expressway.” 

“As to the stadium,…there are plenty of alternative sites - ones that 
are now industrial (RED HOOK) etc.,” 

“Realistically, the stadium itself should be re-thought to a city-scape 
size and reality… The proposed monstrosity will not. High-rise 
housing in that area will quickly return us to the project problems 
which the Unity plan has tried to address.” 

“Ratner should look at Queens as a viable option for the arena” 

TASK 20.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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ADDITIONAL TASKS THAT SHOULD BE 
INCLUDED: 

TASK 21.  TERRORISM 
The EIS should include a section on Terrorism because the project site 
would meet several criteria that define a terrorist target of opportunity: a 
prior terrorist attack, the city’s third largest transit hub, a major sports 
arena, location under a La Guardia Airport flight path, the height and 
limited setbacks of buildings, and the large numbers of people living, 
working and visiting the site. 

Risks. The EIS should disclose all significant risks associated with the 
location of the project and design of the buildings. Risks associated with 
the limited setback, use of glass panels and cantilevered sections for the 
arena, and high-rise buildings, should be assessed. Risks and benefits 
associated with proposed street closures should be assessed. The EIS 
should disclose the evacuation strategy for the project and address the 
issue of isolating chemical/biological attacks from the surrounding 
communities.  

Costs. The costs associated with protection of the site and buildings from 
terrorist attack should be detailed. This should include long-term costs for 
surveillance, vehicle and bag searches, traffic diversions, city police and 
services (including overtime), and other security measures. Both private 
and public costs should be included. Additional public and private 
financing costs due to measures to reduce the risk of terrorist attacks 
should be disclosed. Since federal insurance guarantees against terrorist 
attacks expire at the end of 2005, the cost of insurance over the lifetime of 
the project should be calculated and compared to total project costs. 

Location on Flight Path. The EIS should disclose all risks, consequences 
and costs related to the location of the project on a flight path leading to 
LaGuardia Airport. 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 34 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
Public Access.  The EIS should address the impact of security measures on 
public access to the project site and physical connections with surrounding 
neighborhoods. This section should detail limitations on access to areas of 
public open space, and barriers to through pedestrian, bicycle and 
vehicular traffic. 

CBN Survey Data 

 
17. TERRORISM Environment, Health & Safety 14% 

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“Public safety analyses must be created; an entire 'city' is being 
dropped into a compact area and there will be crime and fire 
implications that may not be obvious at this time.” 

 

TASK 22.  WIND 
 

Wind tunnel effects are already experienced in downtown Brooklyn and 
can cause problems for pedestrians, particularly people with impaired 
mobility. The EIS should study and measure wind tunnel effects caused by 
new construction, and the associated risks to pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists. The analysis should include conditions of hurricane winds. The 

unique effects of building forms with unusual angles and cantilevers 
should be tested. 

 

TASK 23.  ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
 

The EIS should determine whether there is likely to be a disparate impact 
of the project on minority communities.  

 

The trend of decline in the minority population of the area should be 
analyzed using census information beginning with 1950. Research should 
determine whether there is a correlation between decline in the minority 
population and an increase in income levels. 

The EIS should estimate the proportion of residents in the new housing 
that are expected to be low-income and minorities, and project the 
probable trend in minority population and residential incomes within a ¼ 
and ½ mile area over the next 20 and 40 years.  

CBN Survey Example Comments 
“It has been proven time & time again, that low income families, do 
not belong in high rise buildings.” 

“A massive barrier will exist between downtown Brooklyn and the 
rest of the borough created racial strife and mistrust as no actual 
jobs will arise in proportion to the public cost.” 

“Difficulty for people who live near the stadium (e.g., in Fort Greene) 
to carry on their daily activities, getting to and from work, shopping, 
etc.” 
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 TASK 24.  GROWTH-INDUCING ASPECTS  
  

A project as large as the Atlantic Yards project could stimulate additional 
commercial and residential development. The EIS should project this 
development based on comparable projects in Brooklyn and the New York 
area. The environmental consequences of this development should be 
disclosed within each task and comprehensively as a separate task. 
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Appendix A 

Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey 

As part of our outreach effort to ensure the full participation of the 
affected communities in the Environmental Review process, the Council 
of Brooklyn Neighborhoods conducted a survey. Residents responded 
both on paper forms as well as via an internet version. They were asked 
three simple questions regarding the Forest City Ratner Atlantic Yards 
Proposal: 

1. What is a specific problem(s) you are worried about? 

2. What is the consequence of the problem? 

3. What should be studied to fix the problem? 

The responses are revealing and moving. CBN is publishing all the entries 
in review format as part of this Response document. All identifying 
information about the respondents has been removed in accordance with 
our Privacy Policy. 

The analysis database of the survey responses will be made available to 
the ESDC and to anyone who requests access so they may perform their 
own analysis. Requests may be made by writing to  

Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods 
201 Dekalb Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 
Requests may be also be made by emailing 
cbrooklynneighborhoods@hotmail.com, or by leaving a message at 718-
408-3219. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 1 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increased traffic congestion on Flatbush Avenue will result in additional traffic being deflected on to Vanderbilt 
Avenue, a four-lane road which bisects a residential community. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The existing traffic volume on Vanderbilt Avenue  as cars and pedestrians are common. Increased  and 

injuries if no remediation is effected. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The EIS must consider the possibility of installing a median on Vanderbilt Avenue to constrain traffic  well as 
adjusting the timing of traffic lights to improve safety for pedestrians crossing the street. 

 
Respondent Number 2 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Nothing.  I welcome the stadium project 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? N/A 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? N/A 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 3 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) how are all those additional people going to fit on the subway platform at Bergen Street?    2) What about 
on-street parking? How will local resident's streets be impacted by 'game days'?   3) and the impact of 
additional traffic on Flatbush and Atlant 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1) Dangerously overcrowded Bergen St subway station.   2) Inability to park a car on the street.   3) Gridlock 

on Atlantic and Flatbush, which already seem at capacity.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1) how many additional people will use the transit system.   2) possibility of on-street (non-garage) parking 
limited to residents only  3) all matters of traffice, air quality and increases in noise levels 

 
Respondent Number 4 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? congestion, the scope of the project, and the design of the project--looks like king kong walked thru it.. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? destroying our way of life and the charm of our neighborhood. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? alternative bids should be considered. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 5 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The impact of the added population density and commerce on the schools and traffic of the area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increasing the number of people living in the area will further increase the number of children using the 

schools which are already over-crowded and under financed.    The development lies on the main access 
routes to both the Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridg 

  
Will any 'green-spaces' with playgrounds be part of the project? Will there be resources to increase the 
number of seats available in the public schools?  Will the facilities of the area be available for other uses, by 
schools and the like, when not in us 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 6 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic.  Safety.  Degradation of neighborhood.  Noise Pollution. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Families leaving Brooklyn. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Alternatives to Ratner. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 7 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Increase of vehicular traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Danger to pedestrians (especially children)  Increase of air pollution  Increase of noise pollution  Negative 

effects on health and safety of neighborhood residents  
  

Traffic patterns  Traffic calming devices such as turining two-way streets into one-way streets, narrower 
streets, red light cameras, and ways to limit general car traffic in the neighborhood  Current and projected air 
quality and noise studies   

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 8 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Lack of available outdoor sports and recreation space for alll the new residents. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Existing facilities will be overcrowded.  Neighborhood residents will have to travel long distances to have 

access to sports facilities. 
  

Building additional playing fields adjacent to the Brooklyn Tech field.  Their is ample street and parking lot 
space nearby that is drastically underutilized.  I know that de-mapping Claremont had been considered in the 
past when a charter school was plan 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 9 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Lack of outdoor recreation space and sports fields. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Refurbish the P.S. 9 playground. [I forgot to include this in my last response. 

 
Respondent Number 10 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More fatalities, including bicyclists and pedestrians. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to physically alter roads to address traffic. Physically separate bike lanes (not just paint), for instance. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 11 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We already have gridlock on Atlantic and Flatbush at rush hour as it is now.  With the new buildings I am quite 

sure the congestion and pollution will become more atrocious.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? What will be necessary to accommodate the additional traffic expected and the pollution that will follow?   

 
Respondent Number 12 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) traffic  2) air quality  3) displacement of minority and poor community  4) safety and security (incl terrorism)  
5) unjustified use of eminent domain  6) misuse of public funds for private gain   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1) pollution, risks to pedestirans, spillover incl commerical vehicles on residential streets causing damage to 

foundations of historic bldgs, lost work time, drastic degradation of quality of life in residential 
neighborhoods,road rage, danger to bicylcl 

  
1) traffic should be studied in totallity over broad areas at least 2 miles and inlc BQE exits to Kent Ave, 4th 
Ave. not just studied at disconnected intersections, spillover to residential neighborhoods esp of commerical 
traffic.  visualization methods s 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 13 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Increased traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased traffic will make it even more dangerous to walk around the neighborhood.  Many street crossings 

near schools and daycare centers are extremely dangerous already.  An increase in traffic will increase the 
risk to children walking to school. 

  
Traffic patterns and pedestrian safety at the corners of 3rd and 4th Avenues at Flatbush and Atlantic (where 
many children cross to go to PS38).    All crossings on Flatbush and Vanderbilt between Atlantic Yards and 
Grand Army Plaza (many children cross t 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 14 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? - displacement of residents     - impact on social services, schools, police and fire      - effect on small 

businesses     - transportation issues: crowding, too much traffic    - destroying historic property    - interests of 
Forest City do not match co 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

the long term interests of Forest City Ratner Corp. Are they in the community or in profit-making? Who will 
benefit from this in the long-term? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 15 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Lafayette Avenue is currently a truck route which passes through residential neighborhoods with a high 
concentration of schools.  The increased truck traffic down Lafayette Avenue will increase the likelyhood of 
accident, possibly fatal involving children 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased truck traffic which will have a detrimental effect on the safety of children in the area. 
  

Lafayette Avenue should no longer be a truck route.  The FCRC development should pay for traffic 
enforcement of the route as well to insure the safety of the neighborhood residents.  Currently DOT does not 
have the ability to enforce such rules due to man 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 16 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am very worried about Education and whether they will build new PUBLIC schools for our children as well as 
medical facilities. The school issue is CRUCIAL: they cannot build so much housing without incorporating an 
education plan. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If they do not consider EDUCATION and the building of PUBLIC SCHOOLS of QUALITY, then our children will 

suffer, current schools will be overcrowded. Private school tuition is high enough as it is, and already there are 
waiting lists. They must build new s 

  
There needs to be a study regarding:1) the number of chidlren under 18 who already live and will live in the 
area; 2) the numebr of schools needed to provide quality education for these children; 3) community resources 
for parents regarding education for  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 17 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion, noise, overcrowding of schools, stress on city services, lack of transportation planning, 
crowding of subways, lack of improvements in pedestrian environment, lousy urban design in developers plan 
-- superblock design is horrible.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn will not grow and develop healthily.  
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Studying isn't going to fix the problem.  

 
Respondent Number 18 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

That communtities and small businesses have struggle to make a space in that neighborhood. It is rich with 
that history. This will destroy that. Beautiful buildings will be destroyed, and more generic cars will come in to 
pollute what's left of the neighb 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People will be angry and depressed and many will leave. Oh, it won't look to the developers like anything 

negative has shifted. They will see what they want to see and highlight whatever they want in a giant glaze-
over of the real environmental, spatial a 

  
Please don't build. There is enough opposition to it to fill a small country, and this just shows how the people's 
voices are shut out of big business processes. I am VERY disappointed in the Brooklyn politicians who have 
worked mainly with the big money  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 47 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 19 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Overcrowding at the Atlantic Avenue subway station and trains to Manhattan due to addition of over 7,000 new 
housing units 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? overcrowded trains and delayed subway service 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

ways to reduce the scale of the proposed project to include fewer new housing units 1,000 - 2,000 seems like 
maximum that should be considered 

 
Respondent Number 20 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

There are many concerns I have about the impact of this project: the huge increase in the number of 
schoolchildren without a concomitant increase in funding to schools; the environmental impact of both the 
construction and the addition of such a large num 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? SEe above 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Traffic patterns, parking availability, impact of number of additional cars on safety and on the environment 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 21 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Many buildings out of scale with the neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Infrastructure issues: traffic increase, school crowding, subway/bus crowding.  Traffic is already a huge issue 

in the neighborhood -- since we have such wide streets people speed constantly and it's totally dangerous 
already. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to develop the site in a smaller way.  We don't need 60 story skyscrapers in Brooklyn! 

 
Respondent Number 22 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The scale of the project is oversized. It cuts 3 historic neighborhoods with super blocks that completely destroy 
our architectual heritage. This works to the disadvantage of small retail stores. The process has been 
unAmerican, cronyism and preselected,  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We will lose our architectual heritage. We will leave a legacy of courruption.   Our infastructure will be 

negatively affected, much wider than the developers footprint. The taxpayer will have to pick up the pieces and 
let the developer off the hook as we 

  
The state should give adequate monetary rescoures to study the technical problems that the Atlantic Yards 
project will bring. The best technical consultants should be used, not ones chosen by Ratner or Pataki.  We 
should study the impact of increased traf 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 23 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? School quality/ overcrowding/ lack of school options 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? There aren't enough options at any grade level (k-12)  in this nieghborhood as it is, and what is in place for this 

huge influx of people? Furthermore, what assurances that we who have been living in this nieghborhood will 
have equal access to any solutio 

  
Study schools known for hiqh quality, innovative education and bring those models to prospect hieghts. 
Schools like NEST+M, Anderson, Shaung Wen, Midtown West- bring them here and make them locally zoned 
without financially onerous tests and and unneccess 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 24 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Transportation issues & traffic congestion     

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I am worried because I have heard that every bus line which runs through prospect heights is slated for 

removal in Jan '06- specifically the B65, B69 & the B71. I use these routes regularly and it would be a burden 
to find other ways to take my child to s 

  
Ways to keep all the bus lines intact.    Traffic calming measures- crosswalks, speed bumps, narrowing the 
streets.    The new developement should discourage this huge influx of new residents from bringing any more 
cars into the area. This new developemen 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 25 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried that this new project plans to cut off Carelton Ave as a through street and create green space 
accessible only to 'bay' residents.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This new project/ developement will become an obstacle or a wall between nieghborhoods. Prospect Heights 

will be cut off from Ft. Greene. The creation of a gated community is not good for the neighborhood- it instead 
becomes it's own bubble with weighted  

  
This project should be open so that anyone can enjoy any green space created and traffic can flow as it has 
because the closing off of carleton ave will only make traffic worse on Flatbush ave- which is already at a 
standstill during rush hour. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 26 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The traffic tie ups around Atlantic and Flatbush go on for 5 blocks. How can they even think of putting a 
stadium plus a bunch of residential and commercial buildings there?!  I hoped they would use the land for a 
park, creating a much needed green belt.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Duh. Before construction even starts, the area aleady has congestion, smog, air pollution, noise pollution.  It's 

hard for me and my toddler in a storller to even cross the street there. 
  

Study how NOT to put a big stadium there!  Study how we could put a park there, and a stadium somewhere 
else in Brooklyn where they need development!!  This area is already developed!!Fix the problems of traffic 
and congestion there now - before you think 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 27 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1 - scale/height of proposed office buildings  2 - density of buildings  3 - dishonesty of purpose (support is for 
an arena, but the goal and potential profits will come from the commercial development. Also 'bball.net' shows 
persepectives that minimize p 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1 - such tall buildings will:    a) overwhelm the neighborhood architecturally    b) block light from my community 

garden    c) bring in much more traffic -- and not just on stadium days!    2 - such dense buildings will:     a) 
crowd in far more people t 

  
1 - Can an arena be built if the other commercial buildings follow existing codes and relate to existing 
architectural fabric?  Can towers be shorter and narrower to allow light?   Are the towers necessary at all?     2 
- Would less centralized developmen 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 28 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Honestly, I am worried about every aspect of the plan, but certainly its size is the biggest problem. I think it will 
destroy the traffic (vehicular and subway) for the entire borough, it is unsustainable in terms of sewage, 
electricity and other infrastr 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? My neighborhood (Prospect Heights) will empty of all of its current residents. The streets will be turned into 

truck routes, and then turned into parking lots. Local businesses will not be able to survive, and they will be 
replaced by national chains expo 

  
There should be a complete overhaul of the planning process. Brooklyn is facing development issues in every 
neighborhood, and someone should study what the cumulative effect of all the changes including the new film 
studios plus the redevelopment of 4th A 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 29 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Honestly, I am worried about every aspect of the plan, but certainly its size is the biggest problem. I think it will 
destroy the traffic (vehicular and subway) for the entire borough, it is unsustainable in terms of sewage, 
electricity and other infrastr 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? My neighborhood (Prospect Heights) will empty of all of its current residents. The streets will be turned into 

truck routes, and then turned into parking lots. Local businesses will not be able to survive, and they will be 
replaced by national chains expo 

  
There should be a complete overhaul of the planning process. Brooklyn is facing development issues in every 
neighborhood, and someone should study what the cumulative effect of all the changes including the new film 
studios plus the redevelopment of 4th A 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 30 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic, Traffic, Traffic.  I recently moved to Bed-Stuy but lived in Fort Greene for years.  Until last month, I 
walked w/ my daughter to daycare from Fort Greene to Carroll Gardens.  Crossing Flatbush Avenue was like 
taking my life into my hands - and m 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The direct consequence of the problem will be accidents and injuries to pedestrians.  Health outcomes such as 

asthma and lead exposure will only increase.  Fort Greene and Bed-Stuy have high rates of asmtha now and 
the development will only make them wors 

  
I am not a traffic expert so for me to give the scope of the the problem to be studied is difficult.  Off the cuff, I 
would say we must study traffic density, traffic patterns, emmissions, and parking.  We must explore 
CREATIVE ways to limit the number of 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 31 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? sdfsadfsadfsadf 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 32 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

My top three concerns are:  1) Increased traffic and pollution.  Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues are at capacity 
now.  There is no reasonable way that these already over-crowded avenues can accomodate the new housing 
and stadium.    2) Architecture: Right n 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1) The consenquence of increased traffic and pollution is increased asthma, particularly in our children and our 

elderly. This is absolutely unacceptable.    2) The consequence of not honoring the architecutre is a 
fragmented and unattractive city not to  

  
1) Traffic patterns and pedestrian patterns should be studied.  Other citys w/ Zone parking should be studied 
to try to limit the number of cars parking on the streets and to limit the number of cars per household.  
Pollution/Emissions should be studied i 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 33 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

This particular area of Brooklyn is one with the highest volume of car and pedestrian traffic as it is today. Also, 
I hear a lot of talk about providing recreation to the community--very few residents of the surrounding area 
could even afford to buy a sin 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Adding more cars and people (in particular sports fans drinking alcohol, creating unnecessary noise, etc.) 

would certainly make this area extremely difficult to reside and/or work in, and would negatively effect property 
value for homeowners in the immedi 

  
Traffic, traffic, traffic!  This will definitely create even more risks for pedestrians in the area (it already needs 
massive improvement!) because of traffic/parking.  Also, the volume of people in the neighborhood in the 
hours before, during, and after  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 34 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The Ratner family has advocated and lobbied for GAMBLING in several inner cities across America (one 
recent example: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/05233/557461.stm).     What measures are we putting in 
place to make sure that Ratner has no intention of d 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequences of legalizing gambling are myriad, largely depressing, and are well documented in much 

academic literature, but generally speaking, we can be assured that gambling impacts poorer people more 
than richer people (aside from the fact that ce 

  
Ratner's intentions of this front should be studied and probed. We should find out precisely what was lobbied 
for according to NYPirg and we should find out precisely who he lobbied.       THANKS THANKS THANKS for 
all your hard work!  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 35 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about the use of eminent domain to remove residents.  I am worried about the 'demapping' of 
streets that will 'ghettoize' neighborhoods, cutting them off from each other.  I am worried about severely 
compounding already impossible traffic/sub 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence of all these porblems seems clear...it will bring about a rapid decline in the quality of life and 

the small business boom that has put this neighborhood on the map.   My neighborhood looks to become 
unlivable given all the threats being p 

  
The bidding process should be reformed for starters, so that the MTA's cozy relationship with crony 
developers does not take precedence over the needs and concerns of the community.Forest City Ratner 
should be forced to concede to any demand stemming from 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 36 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic; Loss of pedestrian scale in a residential area; damage to historical buildings cast into perpetual 
shadow by high-rise development (mold, etc.); division of south Brooklyn from north Brooklyn; chain stores 
pushing out local business; lower qualit 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? In short, it seems like Brooklyn will begin to resemble other big, unattractive cities. Right now, one can walk 

from Cobble Hill to Bedford Stuyvescent, because of the scale of the built environment. It would be tragic to 
lose that.  

  
The most important thing to study is the characteristics of Brooklyn that people find attractive now. 
Additionally, look at the disastrous vehicular and pedestrian traffic situation around Metrotech and the Atlantic 
Mall. Regarding the Atlantic Mall, it w 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 37 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about the use of eminent domain to remove residents.  I am worried about the 'demapping' of 
streets that will 'ghettoize' neighborhoods, cutting them off from each other.  I am worried about severely 
compounding already impossible traffic/sub 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence of all these porblems seems clear...it will bring about a rapid decline in the quality of life and 

the small business boom that has put this neighborhood on the map.   My neighborhood looks to become 
unlivable given all the threats being p 

  
The bidding process should be reformed for starters, so that the MTA's cozy relationship with crony 
developers does not take precedence over the needs and concerns of the community.Forest City Ratner 
should be forced to concede to any demand stemming from 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 38 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic and engineering/city services infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? accidents & pedestrian safety; road flooding; logjam in general 
  

traffic studies throughout the area & throughout brooklyn.  new traffic lights.  serious work done to  solve 
Brooklyn's traffic and road/infrastructure problems.  Left turn lights.  It's foolhardy to seriously propose and 
start building this project prior 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 39 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned about increased traffic to the area--an area that already has immense traffic problems, on 
Fulton Street, for instance, as well as on Flatbush Avenue.  I also feel that the increase of activity in the area 
form the arena will destoy the qui 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence will be, as written above, noise, pollution, traffic nightmares in a space that is not large 

enough to accomodate such an influx of activity.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Specific studies on how this influx of residents, visitors and activity will affect the area should be done. Noise, 
pollution and traffic studies should study whether the area can really handle such activity.   

 
Respondent Number 40 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

traffic on flatbush avenue will be horrible.  the intersection of flatbush and Atlantic is already loaded with traffic.  
On game days, it will be impassible. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? horns, exhaust, gridlock 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? maybe a desingated route to the stadium or no parking near it so that people have to use mass transit. 
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Respondent Number 41 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic, polution, infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? total gridlock. The project is way too big. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? scale down the project. Plan the infrastructure improvements. 

 
Respondent Number 42 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? ENORMOUS traffic increase 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Major traffic jams, noise, pollution, reduced quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Rejecting this wildly out of scale project 
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Respondent Number 43 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion and impact of adding all this density to an already congested area. Air pollution in an area 
already identified as an air pollution hot spot since the 1980's. Spillover of people before and after arena 
events. The proposed scale and how 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More air pollution. More traffic. Making the surrounding brownstone neighborhoods less desirable. Overtaxed 

schools, transportation, public safety. Quality of life. 
  

The detrimental effect the proposed scale of the project will have on the surrounding neighborhoods. Whether 
the current and proposed infrastructure (or lack thereof) can handle influx of residents & visitors. Traffic 
congestion. Air quality. Study the co 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 44 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am very concerned about traffic and overcrowding and parking because of the Atlantic railyards proposal. 
Also about crime. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More congestion ,smog, crime. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? I don't know. 
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Respondent Number 45 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

traffic, parking, congestion, environmental impact of more cars in the neighborhood.  the buildings are too big 
for the neighborhood.  forcing people out of their perfectly fine homes under 'eminent domain' is a terrible and 
unjust idea.  i'm worried abou 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? mostly environmental impact of more cars, esp. air quality and parking. 

 
Respondent Number 46 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

A state takeover of city land   the lack of community input because of the state SEQRA process   The FCRC 
project is way too big   The plan does not address the need for schools, public open space, passive & active 
recreation   the lack of income for NYC  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Over development. The city will have to pay for service without getting the income. That means we will all have 

to pay the taxes for people and a community that does not contribute to the city coffers.  
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

We need the city ULURP process to adequately address the financial implications of the plan with a cost/ 
benefit analyses.   We need to know what benefits will come to the city in money, jobs and services. 
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Respondent Number 47 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am extremely concerned about noise, traffic jams, increased lack of parking for area residents, vandalism, 
noise pollution and drunken brawls from intoxicated people leaving the games, and other serious effects to the 
residential areas DIRECTLY next to  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Situating a sports arena next to a residential area will mean that residents of the community will experience 

isues such as overcrowding on subways and in subway stations, crowding, increased foot traffic and loitering 
on surrounding streets, loud drunk p 

  
1) There should be an in-depth study conducted in several other cities where sports arenas are situated 
directly next to residential areas. One example is Fenway Park in Boston (although a MUCH smaller stadium 
than the proposed Nets arena). Area residents 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 48 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic increase on St. Mark's Avenue heading East, towards Flatbush Avenue, specifically at the light at 6th 
Avenue.  Traffic is often backed up here, on this side street, because it has a very long light at the intersection 
with 6th Avenue and only a sh 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Quite often cars are lined up for more than one light, and this might often include police cars going to the 

nearby precinct building (78).  Congestion during peak hours could lead to traffic jams and increased air 
pollution. 

  
Traffic pattern for 5th Avenue, 6th Avenue, Flatbush Avenue, and St. Mark's Avenue from about 3rd Avenue to 
Prospect Park (as Flatbush goes to the Park).    Air pollution for this same area.    Athma problems in this 
same area. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 62 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 49 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion in Atlantic Avenue and Flatubsh, how are they planning on handling that?  Environmental 
concerns due to the increase of traffic...gas fumes.  Parking for Newswalk residents on Pacific Street Side 
during games and with additional residen 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Consequence can vary from pollution, vandalism, traffic congestion road and subway. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? I don't know. 

 
Respondent Number 50 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking on St. Mark's Avenue and surrounding areas. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Parking is already a concern among residents, as more and more  shoppers or workers in Flatbush Avenue 

area stores park there.  Increased traffic in the area will bring more people trying to park here without a 
corresponding increase in parking spaces. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Parking patterns in Park Slope and Prospect Heights, from about 3rd Avenue to Prospect Park, especially for 
the 5 or so blocks on either side of Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues. 
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Respondent Number 51 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? noise and traffice during the long construction period. I live on Pacific Street side of the Newswalk building 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? disruption of my life; noise and dirt 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? time limits for construction work hours. Re-routing traffic  

 
Respondent Number 52 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Many concerns:    - Lack of parking for residents  - Construction noise and dust  - Lack of Police presence  - 
Overwhelming of roads due to increased traffic   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence is that I'll have to pay through the nose for off-street parking while my apartment fills with 

dust from Ratner's construction.  We already have so little police presence I'm worried a huge construction site 
will become a magnet for vagran 

  
Traffic flow, police tasking, permit only parking, quality of life reports for the area and penalties for the 
developers should their construction lower the quality of life.  Those penalties should be paid directly to the 
residents. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 53 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? parking, crime, overall overcrowding 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? local residents will find it impossible to park at night, petty crime will increase (cars broken into that kind of 

thing, with a huge influx of transient parking) and the streets -- Vanderbilt Avenue is already overcrowded at 
rush hour -- will be insanely 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The impact of similar development -- in terms of pollution, cancer rates etc..., crime and parking difficulties -- 
on any other urban community where an outsize project of this nature has been shoved in. 

 
Respondent Number 54 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

large increase of vehicular traffic    greatly increased volume of people (living in the new high rise apt 
buildings) without a comensurate increase in infrastructure (schools & services)    huge increase in 'bulk' of 
buildings; completely out of scale wi 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? additional reduction in air quality  heightened noise concerns    Destruction of the neighbohood, ala South 

Bronx from Cross Bronx Expressway   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1. alternative traffic patterns  2. limitations to parking facilities to limit the number of cars  3. Appropriateness of 
this project, with its massive bulk, to this residential neighbohood   
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Respondent Number 55 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The scale of the project is oversized. It cuts 3 historic neighborhoods with super blocks that completely destroy 
our architectual heritage. This works to the disadvantage of small retail stores. The process has been 
unAmerican, cronyism and preselected,  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We will lose our architectual heritage. We will leave a legacy of courruption.   Our infastructure will be 

negatively affected, much wider than the developers footprint. The taxpayer will have to pick up the pieces and 
let the developer off the hook as we 

  
The state should give adequate monetary rescoures to study the technical problems that the Atlantic Yards 
project will bring. The best technical consultants should be used, not ones chosen by Ratner or Pataki.  We 
should study the impact of increased traf 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 56 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Scale of project is too large and out of scale and context with surrounding neighbourhoods.  2. Not enough 
open green/park spaces.    

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Pedestrian and motor traffic congestion.  2. Noise and pollution during and after construction.  3. The 

increased density will overwhelm city services: transit, fire, police, sanitation, schools.  4. An overall drastic 
reduction in quality of life for  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1. Air and noise pollution.  2. Traffic congestion - this is already a problem along Atlantic, Flatbush, and 
surrounding side streets and project has not even begun.  3. Water and sewage systems. 
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Respondent Number 57 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Noise level during and after construction  2. Traffic congestion: pedestrian safety  3. The unbalanced scale 
of the project 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.   Poor quality of life for current neighborhood residents.  2. It is presently dangerous to cross Atlantic near 

Flatbush . I envision the situation getting worse.  3. Destruction of a sense of neighborhood. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 1.   2.  3. 

 
Respondent Number 58 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Environment has something to do with appearance.  What is being proposed seems so far out of context for 
Bklyn    2. Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.High rises that change drastically Bklyn's skyline creating and area within Bklyn that I expect will feel like not 

Bklyn    2. congestion and additional polution 
  

1. To determine whether this concentrated collection of buildings will be only an area unto itself, or if it will 
actually be done in such a way as to be part of the Bklyn environment.    2. Traffic patterns needed.  Number 
of additional autos in the area 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 59 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic in an already congested area    -Debris from construction 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? #NAME? 
  

-traffic management systems, congestion pricing, decreased parking facilities to promote use of public 
transportation (this is near a major transit hub)     -Development is inevitable, but new land uses should benefit 
the neighborhood and it's interests.  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 60 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

-- Overcrowding, more traffic, more pollutions from car, more garbage from all the people.     -- People getting 
kicked out of their homes when they don't want to go or sell. Freddy's being demolished!    -- All the not very 
nice shops that develop around 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Consequence to me is that Brooklyn stops being the bourough I love. Which is quiet, a little sleepy, green, 

clean. Brooklyn will become Manhattan. I don't want to live in Manhattan. If the stadium plan actually happens, 
I hope to not be living in Brooklyn 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? #NAME? 
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Respondent Number 61 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Displacement of area residents  2) Massive traffic jams  3) Pollutants released into the environment during 
construction   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? My concerns speak for themselves. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? >traffic flow efficiency  >AFFORDABLE housing for middle income TAXPAYERS  >environmental impact 

 
Respondent Number 62 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Large, over-sized skyscrapers in a brownstone-   dominated area.  2. The concentration of housing (7,000+ 
apartments) in the confined space. Plus commercial space.  3. Inreased traffic and polution.  4. Major increase 
in noise level; especially on  eve 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Over-crowding in a confined space between Flatbush and Vanderbilt Avenues.  2. Skyscrapers which do not 

fit the fabric of the neighborhood.  3. Increase in the crime rate  4. Quality of life decreasing  5. Noise polution   
6. Environmental issues due t 

  
1. Determine the impact of the increase in fuel emission from vehicular traffic.  2. Noise polution----especially 
from the arena.  3. Over-crowding  4. Increase in the traffic------the traffic is already bad at Flatbush and 
Atlantic Avenues.  5. THE PHYSI 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 63 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

VOLUME.  As a resident of Fort Greene for many years, I have seen what can happen to our workaday street 
and commuting life when something on the scale of the Target shopping complex at Flatbush and Atlantic 
comes to the neighborhood.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increasing car and pedestrian traffic with 18 office buildings, a sports stadium, residential towers, huge 

shopping chains will crush the currently overtaxed infrastructure of downtown Brooklyn.  We can't afford the 
volume of industry Ratner proposes, if  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Take a survey of current the traffic flow and ask the residents if this is something they want.  Everyone I know 
does not want it. 

 
Respondent Number 64 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about the devastating changes to the Brooklyn landscape and economy that the Brooklyn Atlantic 
Yards development will bring.  I am also worried that valuable land is being given to a greedy developer at the 
cost of the taxpayers.  Even worse  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence is that huge expanses of land will be sacrificed to Forest City Ratner with no forseeable 

benefit for Brooklyn residents!  Local businesses will lose revenue to the massive corporations who will 
undoubtedly be brought aboard to occupy the  

  
Why is Forest City Ratner being given ANY public money to fund this project?    How can the land be used to:  
a) create the most revenue for the MTA, which sorely needs it  b) develop businesses and communities that 
will accentuate the Brooklyn community  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 70 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 65 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic and over crowded schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? pollution,congestion, and accidents                   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? traffic flow,parking,police presence,projected population etc. 

 
Respondent Number 66 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increased density  but not sufficient public works attached.  For example, the nearest playground to much of 
the project will be on Dean street between 6th Avenue and Carlton.  Although a major million dollar renovation 
is planned for this playground it d 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Unhappy nearby residents can be placated by things like a great new playground and school.  Where are 

playgrounds to be located?  Will current impacted resident benefit.  You can't build a small town without 
schools and playgrounds.  Alot of the activists 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Honestly, I don't even see any reason to study anything.  Require playgrounds space, park and a school. 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 71 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 67 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Lack of benefit to the community. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Add benefits such as a school in order to garner community support.  I've heard that a school is not even 

being considered as Ratner's folks said the PS 9 is undersubscribed.  One, I don't know if factually that is 
correct but perhaps more important young 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? What parents aren't the schools reaching?  Who are our neighborhoods loosing? 

 
Respondent Number 68 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking and traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Limit traffic permitted on side streets.  Provide neighborhood parking permits and move neighborhoods to one 

day a week street cleaning.  This is true in Park Slope but not neighborhing communities (at least not Prospect 
Heights and Crown Heights).  What' 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Feasability of neighborhood parking permits. 
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Respondent Number 69 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Loss of views and light. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Feasability of buildings with fewer Stories. 

 
Respondent Number 70 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I have two major concerns regarding the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards project.  The first is that the project will cause 
and increase in property taxes for home owners in the area, which will lead to an increase in rent for tenents.  
This is rather unfair for t 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People of color in the lower income bracket will be priced out of the neighborhood.    Also, there will be an 

increase in the area which treatens our quality of life. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Build this project elsewhere. 
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Respondent Number 71 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The extreme scale of the project effectively smothers the existing neighborhood and spills into the surrounding 
neighbohoods.  The project clearly overwhelms the more human scale of the current buildings without 
providing the critically needed infrastruct 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence is an example of the 'ugly city' myth  : a large, centrally located destination with no easy 

access.  Instead, the destination  will attract dangerous amounts of traffic with no smooth transitions from 
either neighborhood to neighborhood o 

  
  Scale it down, open it up and improve access through a state of the art public transportation hub and 
expanded, safe vehicular access. Study the air quality now, and project what this project would add with the 
traffic for an event. Consider the police, 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 72 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic, congestion, air quality, overcrowded schools. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic nightmares, bad air (my daughter is already asthmatic), schools that are way overcrowded due to the 

massive influx of residents. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? All of the above. 
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Respondent Number 73 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? not being able to drive to and from home (Ft. Greene) without being stuck in what will undoubtedly by severe 

traffic -especially before and after arena events. Even the daily rush hour traffic funneling from the bridges out 
to Flatbush Ave (which is alrea 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The location and scope of the project IS the problem. Fixing it by building elevated ramps etc. would further 
destroy the neighborhood, if there was any semblance of it left.  

 
Respondent Number 74 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? HEIGHT AND DENSITY OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? POTENTIAL OVERCROWDING OF FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE, SHADING OF SURROUNDING 

NEIGHBORHOODS, TRAFFIC AND PARKING CONGESTION 
  

CAN THE DENSITY AND HEIGHTS OF BUILDINGS BE REDUCED TO MINIMIZE ADVERSE IMPACTS, 
WHILE RETAINING THE CONCEPT, ECONOMICALLY AND ARCHITECTURALLY?  (HINT: THE ANSWER 
IS YES.) 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 75 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

 Mr. Ratner's track record of building sterile, unimaginative, ugly, and out-of-scale complexes of buildings.   
Displacement of residents and businesses, and impact on rents and housing costs.   
 The effect on small businesses.   
 Traffic and transporta 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  Ratner's previous projects (Metro Tech, Atlantic Terminal Mall and neighboring buildings) have tended to 

have a profoundly negative effect on their surrounding neighborhoods, substituting suburban banality for the 
sense of place they have obliterated.   

  
  Some of the issues I'm most concerned about, such as: 'sense of place' and its absence; the ways in which 
social diversity improves a neighborhood; the contribution that local businesses make to civic life versus the 
way in which chains tend to drain co 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 76 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Excessive car traffic to and from the BAY site 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Pollution from idling vehicles caught in slow moving traffic; noise from honking horns; clogged side streets 

becoming off-ramps; overflow parking on nearby residential streets 
  

limiting car traffic by linking each ticket sold to the type of transit used to get to the site. The number of tickets 
accessed by car should be limited to the number of available garage spaces, and a luxury surcharge should 
be imposed (except for disable 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 77 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The project should include at least 1 school for each age level.  An elementary a Middle and a High school.  
The stadium should have a reduced price for use so that school top teams can play there.  The Bklyn schools 
are FULL!  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? bad schools, lost  and insulted students make non learners and are unemployable. They lose and the city and 

it's business base loses!Sad and poor humans arte an environmental hazard.  They will make the new 
buildings instant slums! 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Study is unnecessaRY JUST DO IT. 

 
Respondent Number 78 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

lack of roads to accommodate residents, businesses and sports fans, lack of sewer system, financing 
inadequate and will be expanded at public expense, the process of financing which gives away valuable public 
assets.  Lack of liability to FCRC for the fin 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The arena will prove a massive failure because of infrastructure, financing, poor planning and creating an 

undesirable urban environment such FCRC has already created in that area.  A massive barrier will exist 
between downtown Brooklyn and the rest of th 

  
All aspects of environmental and urban impact including those mentioned as well as the use of air space, the 
displacement of ground water, the effect on existing structures and roads within a ten mile radius and beyond 
in terms of access roads.  Strict ov 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 79 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The project should include at least 1 school for each age level.  An elementary a Middle and a High school.  
The stadium should have a reduced price for use so that school top teams can play there.  The Bklyn schools 
are FULL!  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? bad schools, lost  and insulted students make non learners and are unemployable. They lose and the city and 

it's business base loses!Sad and poor humans arte an environmental hazard.  They will make the new 
buildings instant slums! 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Study is unnecessaRY JUST DO IT. 

 
Respondent Number 80 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1)  Increased traffic:  Car/truck travel, resident parking  2)  Neighborhood infrastructure capacity:  schools, 
sewers, water mains, etc.  3)  Air quality  4)  The scale of this project is too large for the area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overall, that the scale of this project will overwhelm the area and lead to severely deteriorated quality of life for 

residents and local businesses.  
  

An honest assessment of how the scale of the proposal will impact travel, resident parking, city infrastructure, 
schools, air quality, etc.  should be undertaken.  Then realistic solutions should be developed and the Atlantic 
Yards developers should pick  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 81 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am afraid that the area is going to lose its sense of neighborhood.  Once the stadium is built it will be like 
living next to Madison Square Garden.  I enjoy riding my bike without fear of being run over by a car.  Atlantic 
terminal is already conjested 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Noise Pollution. Loss of neighborhood. Safety. TRaffic. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Move out to Flatbush to an old landing field that is not be used for anything.  If you want to see a basketball 
game take a bus or drive.  Don't make us all suffer for a few sports fans. 

 
Respondent Number 82 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion and accompanying noise and pollution 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Gridlock from west end of Atlantic Avenue and downtown Brooklyn through to Grand Army Plaza 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Create extensive parking for residents, and discourage evnt parking by developing more mass transit 
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Respondent Number 83 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Increased vehicle traffic in an area which is already overwhelmed with vehicle traffic. I don't beleive that 
Nets fans will take public transportation to and from basketball games. this is just delusional on the part of our 
elected officials and Ratner 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Horrendous traffic gridlock in the immediate area and surrounding residential neighborhood.    overwhelming 

the already strained infrastructure    allowing a private developer to reap substantial financial profits 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Ways to reduce the project's overwhelming size and thereby reduce the increased traffic problems, increased 
infrastructure costs and increased tax burden upon city residents 

 
Respondent Number 84 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

 Mr. Ratner's track record of building sterile, unimaginative, ugly, and out-of-scale complexes of buildings.   
Displacement of residents and businesses, and impact on rents and housing costs.   
 The effect on small businesses.   
 Traffic and transporta 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  Ratner's previous projects (Metro Tech, Atlantic Terminal Mall and neighboring buildings) have tended to 

have a profoundly negative effect on their surrounding neighborhoods, substituting suburban banality for the 
sense of place they have obliterated.   

  
  Some of the issues I'm most concerned about, such as: 'sense of place' and its absence; the ways in which 
social diversity improves a neighborhood; the contribution that local businesses make to civic life versus the 
way in which chains tend to drain co 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 85 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic goes up, expansive living, neighborhoods small business get push out, the development will add more 
restriction on neighborhoods living condition because safety for Kids, elders, animal, park. the living in the 
neighborhoods wouldn't be as free.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? property tax goes up, unaffordable housing that push the exiting resident out. Creating an unfriendly 

environment that destroyed Neighborhoods dignity and quality of life.      
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

With all the sacrifice the neighborhoods have giving in - How to protect the exiting residents daily life, and  
future.   

 
Respondent Number 86 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

addition housing and decreased amount of affordable housing for middle and low income people  traffic 
congestion and dangerous situations for pedestrians  increased air and noise pollution       

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More people will put further strain on current infrastructures including already crowded schools    higher 

amount of constant traffic will contribute to rise in respiratory and hearing problems and overall anxiety from 
living in an area that is over popul 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

air & noise pollution studies, traffic flow studies to create safer street environment, general study of current 
infrastruture will indicate that adding more housing burdens the area      
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? influx of new residents overwhelming an already struggling public school system 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? overcrowded schools 
  

a new elementary school should be built into the site plan at the developers expense. it should be open to 
residents of the surrounding neighborhood so they get some benefit from the new development. (my child is 
too old to be affected, but i think it's a 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 88 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

traffic, pollution, school overcrowding (school zoning for the new housing has not been addressed), pedestrian 
access to sidewalks,  

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? traffic, schools, air quality, parking,  
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Respondent Number 89 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? more ugly architecture from Ratner 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? make sure Frank Gehry remains actively involved in designing all of the buildings in the plan, instead of 

signing on to the project just long enough to help it win public support. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

development of this scale, and with the amount of public subsidy it's getting, should be subject to architectural 
review by a public entity. 

 
Respondent Number 90 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1.  Traffic  2.  Scale of development  3.  Construction process 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.  Fort Greene is already clogged with traffic as people cut through the neighborhood to get to and from 

Manhattan.  What is going to be done to mitigate traffic and the resulting air and noise pollution  2.  The scale 
of the project is going to overwhel 

  
Traffic study for the whole are of Brooklyn from Park slope to cobble hill to downtown to fort Greene.  It is a 
huge problem that is having a serious impact on quality of life, not to mention health.  Traffic needs to be kept 
out of residantial neighborho 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The change in quality of life. Low rise Brooklyn is a series of neighborhoods with unique characteristics that 
attract people because of the specialness of those neighborhoods. No two neighborhoods are alike. Neither 
the people or the shops or the cultura 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Massive high rises on Atalntic Ave will create an any place USA look full of tall buildings and national chain 

stores. Brooklyn will be as boring as downtown Cleveland. This high-rise complex will also divide the 
communities creating a wall that interfers 

  
How creating 20 high rises between 5 diverse lowrise neighborhoods will alter the cultural climate in this 
section of Brooklyn and make them less diverse. And how the wall created by these structures that goes up 
will separate neighborhoods. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 92 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

On street parking.  My concern is that even though there will be event parking at Atlantic Yards, many people 
will drive to the neighborhood to find free parking first. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I will have no place to park my car! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? It is crucial that we have resident parking stockers for Ft Greene.   
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The proposed project is so contrary to the nature of the existing (and thriving) communities, that it will 
overpower it and destroy it.     Other issues: Traffic, Public Schools, Pedestrian Traffic, Parking, Truck Traffic, 
aging and insufficient sewers, p 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   This will decrease the quality of life for residents in the area, and cause people to move away from a 

previously wonderful and historic community.  
  

The current traffic flow in the area of Flatbush and Atlantic should be studied in depth. Even without new 
development, that area is already one of the worst designed (no left turns) and most congested areas to drive.   
Developers should:   1. study the 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 94 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

  Sterile, unimaginative architecture and complexes of buildings that disrupt the flow of urban life;    Impact on 
housing costs and rents, and loss of resident diversity and small businesses;    Transportation issues;   
ÿ Air and noise pollution durin 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  Sterile, uninspiring, and unambitious architecture and environments (Ratner's track record: e.g. Metro Tech, 

Atlantic Terminal Mall) destroy existing urban environments that provide the framework for urban social 
interaction of diverse groups, and there 

  
Subject matters that I believe should be examined and considered very carefully include:      'Urban sense of 
place' and how it is affected by inspiring, rather than short-term-profitable, unambitious architecture and 
development;       Contributions th 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 95 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The amount of automobile and pedestrian traffic in the neighborhood.  The traffic on the Brooklyn Bridge and 
subways to get into and out of Brooklyn.  The extra pollution and littering from the enormous amounts of 
people who will come into Brooklyn.  The  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? See above. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Where else can Ratner build his stadium.  Maybe closer to or in Long Island? 

 
Respondent Number 96 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic at atlantic/flatbush/3rd ave/4th ave/Lafayette Ave, etc. and lack of street parking in nearby 
neighborhoods. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic jams backed up in all surrounding areas into Fort Greene, Park Slope, Prospect Heights, Boerum Hill, 

Downtown, DUMBO, the Bridges & tunnel, nearby highways MUCH LIKE ON THE DAYS AFTER 9/11 when 
vehicles were being inspected before traversing the b 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How to ensure that traffic will not increase around the aforementioned area, and obtaining resident/visitor 
parking- designated spaces. How to discourage event attendees from driving:  LIRR discounts? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic on Pacific St. from the site west. Already the street is full in the mornings with trucks (which shouldn't be 
on it) and other vehicles that use Pacific to avoid Atlantic.      

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More and more traffic on Pacific as well as on other streets. Already it takes 4 to 5 lights to get through the 

Atlantic-Flatbush-4th Avenue intersection from the west.  What happens with a thousand or two thousand 
vehicles added to the mix. A nightmare.  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic flow traffic planning.  I don't see how many more cars can be accomodated in this neighborhood with 
out mayham. 

 
Respondent Number 98 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Mostly the congestion, the attendant pollution and the impact on critical infrastructure (especially on game 
nights), meaning not just roads and subways, but our human resources as well- Fire and Police. Loss of long 
time residents and businesses.  The sc 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The congestion of streets, as well as the closing off of a major portion of Pacific St. will adversely affect the 

attempts of firetrucks, ambulances and police to reach residents. These same services will be overwhelmed 
with the enormous influx of residen 

  
A smaller scale project, without the arena.  The roads and streets, parking.  The impact on fire and safety 
services.  The long-range social effects of packing people in like sardines and the impact on the health of the 
surrounding areas.    The security  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I am VERY, VERY, VERY, VERY VERY worried about the proposed Brooklyn Atlantic Yards project. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I am concerned that this is a sweetheart deal being pushed through not because it benefits our community, but 

because Bruce Ratner is friends with the right people.  THe project is not only an extremely poor financial 
decision, but will also cause overpop 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Say NO to the Ratner! 

 
Respondent Number 100 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Increased traffic conjestion in the area.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Pedestrians already have difficulty crossing the street at that intersection. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Alternative ways for pedestrians to cross the intersections. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion around the stadium 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I live in Park Slope. Already traffic backs up down 7th Ave when Flatbush Ave becomes congested. Drivers 

commonly use 4th Ave now because traffic on Flatbush is so bad. Flatbush is dangerous and hard to cross. It 
seems adding a huge development, especiall 

  
Whether the proposed development will make traffic still worse, whether the developer has a plan to 
ameliorate it, how coming from elsewhere for events at the stadium and parking in Prospect Heights will affect 
the neighborhood.  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 102 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.  Additional vehicular traffic on Flatbush Ave., Atlantic Ave., 4th Ave.  2.  Increased volume of subway 
passengers at Atlantic Ave/Pacific St station  3.  Blight on the Brooklyn skyline created by a group of Frank 
Gehry buildings 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.  Bottlenecks and gridlock on already congested streets, backups and increased traffic on non-arterial 

residential streets  2.  Dangerous conditions on subway platforms due to overcrowding  3.  Ugliness 
  

1. Study of current traffic on above-mentioned streets and estimate of increases due to new projects  2.  
Assessment of current Atlantic Ave/Pacific St station utilization and impact of increased use after arena events  
3.  Public opinion of Gehry archite 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic. Traffic on the main arteries and traffic on the residential side streets. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased incidence of asthma and degradation of the quality of life for chronic sufferers of asthma (such as 

myself). Degradation to street life in surrounding communities in the form of increased noise and traffic, 
difficulty of mobility and inability t 

  
Flow of traffic. Elimination of Vanderbilt as a truck route. Sound abatement strategies for buses and trucks. 
Scaling down development plans. Reinstituting street car (trolley) service along Vanderbilt and eliminating loud 
buses. Increasing service on loc 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 104 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic and litter on Dean Street - As a resident of Dean Street between Carlton and 6th Avenues, I am very 
worried about vehicular and pedestrian traffic when there are events at the proposed arena.  The three and 
four story apartment buildings on the bl 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I lived near a professional baseball stadium for two years, and it was impossible to plan a dinner party or trip to 

the airport on game days because the traffic made it impossible to drive to or from my apartment.  Moreover, 
we have a fire station and bus 

  
Well, first of all I don't think the arena should be built -- there is already too much traffic at the intersection of 
Flatbush and Atlantic and there is huge opposition in the neighborhood to the entire Atlantic Yards project.  If it 
is going to be built 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

traffic is already a terrible problem and I can't imagine that this project won't compound the issue. As a result, 
noise is terrible along 4th, atlantic and flatbush avenues. In fact,  should traffic be aggravated even more, side 
streets will begin to suf 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It wakes me up at night and sometimes I cannot even hear whoever is speaking on the phone    I cannot 

negotiate my own neighborhood by car    I cannot find a parking spot    Asthma!!!!!!!!!!!!!   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? pollution, air and noise    traffic patterns of pedetrians and vehicles -- 24 hours a day   

 
Respondent Number 106 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Local foot traffic to and from Fort Greene/Clinton Hill to Prospect Hts. or Downtown has historically been 
constrained by the width and heavy traffic pattern of Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues.  To some, this is a natural 
and positive seclusion that has giv 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I am concerned that the scale of the proposed development will serve to exacerbate this existing problem 

beyond an appropriate level.  Residents of Prospect Heights and Fort Greene will have less capacity to 
interact and share culture, resources, and oppo 

  
*Motorized and human traffic flow between and within the following neighborhoods: Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 
Prospect Heights, Downtown, Boerum Hill, Park Slope.  *Cultural interaction between Fort Greene and 
Prospect Heights.  *The possibility of extendi 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Congestion, crowding, the resulting pollution & degradation of life in Brooklyn & beyond  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Over-crowding on streets, subways, bridges.  Congestion all the way to Long Island.  Even worse air quality.  
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Real traffic mitigation.  Air quality   

 
Respondent Number 108 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Traffic congestion increase at already congested areas within ñ3 block radius of Flatbush & Atltantic 
Avenues.  2.  Emergency responses for area: Fire, police (the closest police are outside of the BAY 
jurisdiction).  3. Pollution due to construction a 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Traffic congestion  2.  Emergency responses reduced  3. Pollution increases  4. Sewage and trash not 

adequately disposed of...?  5. Noise pollution increases  6. Public schools crowd up  7. Loitering crowds 
become daily nusances for area residents.  8. 

  
1. Traffic congestion study needed   2.  Emergency responses study needed  3. Pollution study needed  4. 
Maintenance facilities study needed  5. Noise pollution study needed  6. Public schools study needed   7. 
Impact study on crowds expected at arena eve 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Congestion, increased cost of living, Manhattanization of our borough, that developers are more concerned 
with personal profit than the integrity of this area.    PLEASE STOP THIS DEVELOPMENT!!!! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 110 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

My central concerns are:   1) The quality of architecture that will be created (I am appalled at Ratner's track 
record. Both Metrotech and the Atlantic Mall Terminal are just horrible, horrible examples of 'development.' 
Cheap and ugly, they are examples  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Consequence? My neighborhood becomes the outskirts of Times Square; cars, cars, cars, cars, cars (where 

are the bike-friendly proposals!?); and the residential flavor is overrun by cookie-cut chain store outlets.  
  

At the higher levels of government that would seem to have influence over this process, I'm not satisfied that 
they would even bother to study alternative proposals.  At least I haven't seen that so far.  Sorry to be so 
glum.. that's just the taste I have 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Insufficient Police presence for the increased office and residential population. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 112 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Insufficient Police presence to support the increase of office workers and new residents. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Poor Policy responce to problems and emergencies throughout the precinct. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

A study of the appropriate number of officers required to provide support for the proposed increase in 
population. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.  Taxes being stolen from us to fund private development  2.  greatly increased traffic  3. construction 
impacts: noise, vibration, dust, vermin, congestion, and construction-related traffic impacts  4.  brownfields--
soil contamination, not just on the  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. less money for schools, polices, sewage treatment, sanitation services, etc, etc.  2. danger to pedestrians 

and cyclist, increased noise, air pollution  3. greatly diminished quality of life, and an 'effective eviction' of 
owners and residenst from pea 

  
1. developer pays his own tab...why not?  2.a THOROUGH survey of conditions now, esp to compare them to 
1, 3, 5 years ago to compare with recent smaller scale development--studies need to be taken at many 
different locations for at least 2 miles around (t 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 114 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Transportation - The subways are very crowded during rush hour as it is.  With all of the new residential and 
office developments I am concerned that our transportation system will be overwhelmed.    

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It would make it very difficult for people to get to work and increase automotive traffic. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to increase existing transportation capacity.   
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Respondent Number 115 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic, air pollution and over crowding. Not enough park space 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? constant traffic = noise, pollution, clogged streets, etc 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Making the development smaller in size all around. Redirecting traffic 

 
Respondent Number 116 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Stormwater impacts: How will the project maintain current levels or reduce stormwater levels? Will pervious 
pavings/concrete be included in sidewalks, parking, etc? Are greenroofs being contemplated? Is the project 
team considering the use of swales to ca 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence of these problems are different in nature. Stormwater, energy, and traffic problems can 

negatively affect the infrastructure for all of NYC. Store design and open space are both esthetic and 
economic, affecting local businesses, attracting 

  
Stormwater impact: What strategies can reduce the stormwater impact so that the project creates a net zero 
increase in stormwater impact on the current system?     Energy consumption: How much energy will be used 
during peak, non-peak hours during summer  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion.  The blocks surrounding the site are already often gridlocked and any further addition of 
traffic would be unbearable.  This traffic will also spill into surrounding residential neighborhoods which are ill 
equipped to handle such flow. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Impassible streets, dangerous congestion, inaccesibility to ememergency vehicles. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Directing traffic flow to keep it on Atlantic Avenue and Flatbush Avenue.   

 
Respondent Number 118 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

On-street parking.  Parking in the surrounding neighborhoods is already scarce.  Even if residences wanted to 
find off-street parking, such spaces are not available.  A project of such size will overwhelm the surrounding 
communities, especially on game da 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Lack of parking for residents, with no recourse.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? residential permit parking.  Somehow restricting parking overflow from the Arena. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic. Atlantic is already a congested thoroughfare. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Total gridlock when games are on at the proposed stadium, preventing local residents from going to work, 

parking when they get home, etc.... 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? The current traffic patterns, the number of drivers likely to attend games, the impact and solutions. 

 
Respondent Number 120 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about the use of emminent domain primarily but I am also worried about increased traffic and a 
decreased availability of parking for local residents. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Regarding the emminent domain issue I'm worried that the cost of living in the area will sky rocket and people 

will be unnecessarily dislocated.  The traffic issues make me concerned with the already high level of auto 
emmissions in the air.  Parking is a 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic flow, the neccesity of building housing where housing already exists and the amount of cars already 
attempting to park in the neighborhood. 
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Respondent Number 121 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Community residents not getting jobs in the Yards, while rents continue to skyrocket. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Neighborhood unrest, violence, crime, displacement. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? not sure 

 
Respondent Number 122 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic  Schools  Garbage  Property Values  Municipal Transport  Postal system  Police  Fire dept  Pollution  
Noise     

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic: we already have gridlock on Atlantic and Flatbush at rush hour as it is now.  With the new buildings I 

am quite sure the congestion and pollution will become atrocious.  Schools: what is the anticipated percentage 
of families with children in the 

  
Traffic: What will be necessary to accommodate the additional traffic expected and the pollution that will 
follow?  Schools: How many new schools and their staff (principals, teachers etc) will be needed to 
accommodate the new area?  Garbage: How much gar 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increased motor vehicle traffic and resultant pollution, noise, traffic deaths and injuries; ancillary damage from 
motor vehicles including an environment less conducive to non-motorized activies including walking, biking, 
shopping, children's outdoor pla 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Degradation of the urban environment to the point where smaller businesses close and residents abandon the 

area.  Loss of character due to homogeneous vision of one developer.  Less healthy and diverse environment 
due to pollution. 

  
Abandoning plans for a professional sports arena in this location.  Smaller scale development with no use of 
eminent domain.  Traffic calming measures.  Limited or no increase in parking for personal vehicles so 
residents who do not own cars are attracted 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 124 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The Atlantic Commons Houses were built with Tax Payers subsidies, for owner occupants, the renters were 
supposed to be rent stabilized.  A lot of the houses are not owner occupied, and non of the tenants have rent 
stabilized leases, or registered with DHC 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Tax Payers not getting what they are paying for. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Policing & Enforcing. 
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Respondent Number 125 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? It has been proven time & time again, that low income families, do not belong in high rise buildings. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Disfunctioal families. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? There has been enough studies of this problem. 

 
Respondent Number 126 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic  Schools  Garbage  Property Values  Municipal Transport  Postal system  Police  Fire dept  Pollution  
Noise 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic: we already have gridlock on Atlantic and Flatbush at rush hour as it is now.  With the new buildings I 

am quite sure the congestion and pollution will become atrocious.  Schools: what is the anticipated percentage 
of families with children in the 

  
Traffic: What will be necessary to accommodate the additional traffic expected and the pollution that will 
follow?  Schools: How many new schools and their staff (principals, teachers etc) will be needed to 
accommodate the new area?  Garbage: How much gar 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The platforms at the Atlantic/ Pacific Street subway Stations are not wide/ large enough to accomodate 20,000 
=/- fans comeing or going to /from an event at the Stadium. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Dead people on the tracks! 
  

Move the Stadium to a better Brooklyn Location, Such as the original Ebbets Field site. The subway stations 
are large enough, the roads would need minor upgrades to link to The Interboro & Prospect Expressway. And 
the current high rise houseing for low In 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 128 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Construction Disturbance 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People will become very upset if they awaken everyday to construction @ 7 AM for 10-15 years! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Strict limits on construction time period and noise. 
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Respondent Number 129 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Environmentally, the biggest problem is traffic.  There is NO WAY, no matter what they do, Flatbush Ave can 
sustain this project.  I expect never to venture north of Flatbush again because of the air quality and the sheer 
impassability to pedestrians.  An 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Pedestrian-hostile area  2. Resident-hostile area  3. My brain may well explode if I contemplate for too long 

the willfully poor thinking displayed in every single facet of this project.  As said contemplation will likely be 
when I am on the sidewalk g 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1. Traffic patterns around Flatbush Ave.  If they could solve this without bulldozing some more poor people, 
that'd be solid  2. Walkways, etc., to make the complex more pedestrian friendly  3. Architecture 

 
Respondent Number 130 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Increased traffic in the area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? noise pollution, littering, air pollution, limited parking spaces, etc. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

DMV issuing residential identification stickers for vehicles and creating strict parking standards for non-
resident vehicles. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Excessive traffic and noise  Overcrowding  Loss of sky and sunlight for large segments of the neighborhood  
Loss of 'neighborhood'  Short term gain for few, with long term cosequences ofr many 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overall, with all the anticipated problems, a decline in the quality of life for all Brooklyn residents is the major 

consequence of the development of Ft. Green/Prospect Heights rail yards.  It will irreverocably cut the 
neighborhoods apart, cause disloca 

  
Researchers should travel the streets of all the adjacent areas and ask the people who really live there what 
they think, and what they want.  No one theat I know is in favor of this proposal.  Everything should be studied, 
but mostly the people who will  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 132 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The Alantic Yards Development by Forrest City Ratner 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Changing the face of historic brooklyn,  
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? the impact on the the people who live in the area, increased traffic, parking. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic at the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Hazardous conditions for pedestrians and cyclists. Increased air and noise pollution. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The existing traffic flow problems haven't been addressed at this very dangerous intersection. Before bringing 
thousands more vehicles into the area, the entire situation should be looked studied carefully. 

 
Respondent Number 134 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I'm worried about traffic caused by the stadium. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It will cause a decline in the standard of living in the area by causing more gridlock, noise, and pollution. 
  

How much traffice will be generated by the stadium and how much parking will be made available.  The Nets 
were in NJ.  Most likely their fans coming from NJ will drive, since there's not a good way to get to Brooklyn 
from NJ on public transportation. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Crowding in Atlantic Ave. subway station 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The station is already dangerous. on the N/R platform there is only one staircase. The platforms for the 4/5 are 

very narrow, and also lack enouch stairways. Getting around the station is already very difficult, and during 
rush hour it is horribly crowded 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many people can this station realistically serve? the recent rennovation did little to alleviate the crowding 
and confusion in this huge station. The addition of hundreds more commuters is a recipe for disaster. 

 
Respondent Number 136 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The use of eminent domain to take private property for an 'economic development' project.  I am also 
concerned that the affordable housing that is promised will no longer be affordable in the next few years if 
original tenants move out.  Finally, I am con 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The use of eminent domain - the consequence is that establishing this as a norm will allow private developers 

to take privately owned land for something that is subjectively termed 'economic development'.  If the 
affordable housing expires, the purpose of 

  
- What in this project characterizes it as 'economic development'?   - What sorts of requirements are written in 
to ensure that affordable housing stays affordable?  - What is being done to preserve the character of the 
neighborhood, especially at the str 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Inordinate amount of traffic on Flatbush/Atlantic Avenues.  2. Changes in neighborhood character, 'look and 
feel' and skyline. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. This intersection is already extremely congested; with the new stadium, this congestion may become 

unbearable for local residents, since many fans will likely be driving in from the suburbs.  2. This is a historic 
neighborhood which will suddenly lose  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1. Re-examine the need for the stadioum as part of the develpment.    2. Limit high-rises to a certain numebr of 
floors; ensure that the building design fits into the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
Respondent Number 138 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Lack of planning for impact on schools, fire department, police, sanitation, traffic and SCALE. The proposed 
plan literally towers over our beloved 3-4 story brownstone neighborhoods. Also, the aesthetics of Mr. Ratner's 
other developments in the neighbor 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding in schools.  Inefficient staffing of police, sanitation and fire departments.  Monumental traffic - it 

is bad already.  The loss of a beautifully (human) scaled neighborhood.  The loss of hard earned, carefully 
renovated private homes. 

  
The closed room negotiations that led to this deal.  The possibility for new schools and public parks in the 
space.  How the city will provide essential services.  Traffic patterns throughout the greater neighborhood 
including Park Slope, Prospect Heights 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm worried that the community will lose its warmth and character, that people will be driven out of their homes, 
and that the general feel of Brooklyn will be lost, crushed under the huge footprint of highrises that have 
nothing to do with real life in B 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Quality of life will be severely compromised. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Traffic patterns, environmental impact, realistic projections of who will rent the office space. 

 
Respondent Number 140 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Attendees of arena events may use on-street parking when events are held at the arena. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Will reduce the number of on-street parking spaces available to neighborhood residents. 
  

The arena should have 1) good connections to the subway and LIRR, and 2) adequate parking to accomodate 
those who choose to drive to events.  The parking cost for arena events should be low so that arena guests do 
not take free on-street parking spaces. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

impact on neighborhood infrastructure: over crowded schools, subways and heavy automobile traffic.  the 
buildings will be too tall and out of scale with the surrounding neighborhoods.  Over stressing police and fire 
services. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? reduction in the quality of life in our neighborhoods.  Strong negative change in environment of low scale 

brownstone neighborhoods by visual impact of the high rise development. increased air and noise pollution 
from traffic as well as additional wear an 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

reduction in size of development - # of residential units, height and density of buildings.  Study traffic calming 
and flow of potential visitors to stadium as well as office and residential units. 

 
Respondent Number 142 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

This project will cause major traffic jams along Flatbush and Atlantic Aves.  There will be many cars sitting, 
waiting to go through this intersection and putting excessive amounts of carbon monoxide into our air.  We 
already have bad air here (check the  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Health.  Though we cannot see the 'bad' air we are breathing, read the results of the testing of the Brooklyn air 

by the National Resources Defense Council.  It shows that the particulates in the Brooklyn air are hazardous to 
all of our health.  In what w 

  
  We will have thousands more vehicles passing through the Atlantic Yards area and sitting in the many traffic 
jams this project will cause.  The Nets fans will arrive in vehicles and the inhabitants of Atlantic Yards will all 
have cars - it's the America 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Displacement of existing residents.    2) Negative impacts on well-being (and possibly even health) of 
nearby (primarily low-income) residents who have to endure years of intense construction.    3) Radical 
change to a neighborhood engaged in probably  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I believe the consequences are mentioned above. I thinky they range from mild annoyances to major 

intangible losses that will reverberate throughout the area for quite some time. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to ease burden from construction on neighbors. Plan for traffic flow has to be better addressed.  

 
Respondent Number 144 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? EMMINENT DOMAIN ABUSE.  Making some rich jerk richer at the expense of a REAL NEIGHBORHOOD! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Inappropriate and over-developed area.  Losing the character (and affordability) of the neighborhood.  If I 

wanted ugly high-rises that make the neighborhood LESS desireable, I'd move to Manhattan. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The environmental impact and the bribing of community groups (like BUILD) to get the job done at the 
expense of those of us who actually LIVE HERE! 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Increased car and pedestrian traffic at the already dangerously overcrowded intersection of Atlantic and 
Flatbush Avenues.    2. Increased crowding in the already overcrowded Atlantic Avenue subway station and 
LIRR terminal.    3. Introduction of crowd 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The quality of life of neighborhood residents will be adversely affected by crowding and travel delays caused 

by crowding. We can anticipate more traffic accidents and injuries resulting from the crowding of the streets, 
and more incidents of violence on  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Other locations for the stadium and other uses for the railyard site which would have less damaging impact on 
the environment and the community. 

 
Respondent Number 146 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned about several problems that may arise with the Atlantic Yards development.    1.) The amount 
of congestion that will be generated at both the Atlantic Avenue and Pacific Street subway stations (already 
certainly two of the most busy in the  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? See above 
  

Studies should be done to try to predict the increases in subway and traffic congestion that would result.  
Additionally, if at all possible, an inquiry into the amount and nature of the jobs that the developement would 
bring.  (Also ask the question - ar 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The buidlings are too tall and are out of place in the neighborhood.  The complex is just too bad in and of itself.  
I do not believe that there will be enough housing set aside for low-middle income people. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much traffic, too many people in a small area.  Invites more crime. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? DO AN ENVIORNMENTAL IMPACT STUDY BUT IT MUST BE A NON=BIASED STUDY. 

 
Respondent Number 148 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am woried about the displacement of residents and businesses as a result of Eminent Domain, and the 
impact on rents and housing costs in the area. I feel that this development is a hand-out to affulent people who 
will take the positions of power in runn 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I'm not exactly sure what you mean. I think I answered this in the previous question. 
  

Alternatives should be use to allow people and buisnesses to say in the community if they do not want to 
relocate. I strongly feel that this is an abuse of Eminent Domain. I feel that community leaders, like Letitia 
James of the City Council district, sho 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.  The overwhelming scale of the project is so out of wack with the rest of the community; the dwarfing of the 
Williamsburg Savings Bank Building is completely bizarre.    2.  'If Bruce Builds it Will They Come' ... Have 
there been market studies to revi 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.  The entire development will be one huge ugly blot on the landscape.  Tone it down.  2.  The developer 

should show his projections as to how and why he came up with so many housing units.  3.  Split the 
architecture up among 2 or 3 architects.  Have de 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? See Above. 

 
Respondent Number 150 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Too much traffic clogging the side streets during big events.  I bought my apartment for the quiet, not for the 
honking and fumes.  I live on Garfield and 7th Ave. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Me getting angry and killing someone. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How large events will draw more than too much traffic to surrounding neighborhoods because all the Jersey 
people won't want to take the train. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Flatbush Avenue turning into what the the Long Island Expressway becomes in the summer.....Traffic traffic 
traffic and Eminent domain instituted 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? thousands of cars and people..and no choice but to move...eminent domain 
  

i do not know...besides it doesn't really matter.  Money talks and Ratner wants what he wants and gets what 
he wants ......Once I thought our  opinons mattered ........tell me would a more effective and influential Borough 
president have had any influence 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 152 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Closing of streets such as 5th ave, creating empty 'dead zones' like Metro tech is at night  2. Added 
population stressing infrastructure, including sewers, schools, streets  3. Brooklyn has always had lots of sky 
and gardens, these will not be part of 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Closing streets is considered a terrible idea in city planning. Car traffic helps create street life--people 

walking, small retail. Big plazas make very empty, dangereous places at night.  2. All that housing and 
commercial space means we need more sch 

  
There are several alternative plans that have been put forward that are on a more human scale, include 
leaving streets intact, lower buildings, more retail space. Really look to Community input to come to a better 
plan--see the cooperation of community an 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerend about the (negative) social, economic, and environmental affects that the construction and 
functioning Arena and Office/Residential towers will have on the surrounding comminuties. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Shattering the close-knit communities that exist presently and the mass exodus of people who will either in the 

short or long term be unable to afford to live in the neighborhood anymore. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Better plans INSTEAD of Ratner's sweetheart deal. 

 
Respondent Number 154 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic, pollution, displaced homeowners, increase in crime 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increase in accidents, longer travel time, lower income people will not be able to affort alternate housing 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Can the area handle the additional traffic?   
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned about the dislocation of homowners and current owners of businesses and their buildings that 
will be demolished as a result of the Atlantic Yards Project. This stock of buildings are generally in perfectly 
good condition and responsible own 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence of this problem would be that existing building owners and renters would have to vacate 

their premises and leave the area. Further, the many small businesses and private houses contribute value to 
the neighborhood and wheter these areas ar 

  
The areas that should be studied to fix this problem are alternative design solutions to relocating the various 
homes and businesses. Also their costs and whether the areas are subject to Landmarks status.  
Consideration must be given to various study are 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 156 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We already have gridlock on Atlantic and Flatbush at rush hour as it is now. With the new buildings I am quite 

sure the congestion and pollution will become more atrocious. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? What will be necessary to accommodate the additional traffic expcted and the polltion that will follow? 
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Respondent Number 157 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? What is the anticipated percentage of families with children at school age, or close to, in the new housing? Are 

not the classes already too large in the schools in the neighborhood as it is? Trying to cram in 5-10 more 
pupils per class will not be a good 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many new schools and their staff (principals, teachers, etc.) will be needed to accommodate the new 
area? 

 
Respondent Number 158 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? What is the anticipated percentage of families with children at school age, or close to, in the new housing? Are 

not the classes already too large in the schools in the neighborhood as it is? Trying to cram in 5-10 more 
pupils per class will not be a good 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many new schools and their staff (principals, teachers, etc.) will be needed to accommodate the new 
area? 
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Respondent Number 159 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Garbage 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? How many more garbage trucks will be needed to service the new area? As it is now, it seems like the 

systemcan barely service the existing residences. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How much garbage and recyclable are expected to be generated by the new area, and how many additional 
garbage and recycle trucks will be needed to transport all this away? 

 
Respondent Number 160 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

? Mr. Ratner's track record of building sterile, unimaginative, ugly, and out-of-scale complexes of buildings.   ? 
Displacement of residents and businesses, and the impact on rents and housing costs.   ? The effect on small 
businesses.   ? Traffic and tra 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  ? Mr. Ratner's previous projects (Metro Tech, Atlantic Terminal Mall and neighboring buildings) have tended 

to have a profoundly negative effect on the neighborhoods around them, substituting suburban banality for the 
sense of place they have obliterated 

  
 ? ? ?Some of the issues I'm most concerned about, such as: 'sense of place' and its absence; the ways in 
which social diversity improves a neighborhood; the contribution that local businesses make to civic life versus 
the way in which chains tend to drai 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 161 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Property values 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? With such congestion of buildings in one area, and a stadium in the vicinity, I suspect the property values will 

not be beneficial for anyone owning real estate. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

What are the statistics for similar areas that have arenas/ stadiums close by, and the historical pricing 
(adjusted for inflation and market turns) that the real estate in the vicinity have had over time. 

 
Respondent Number 162 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Municipal transport 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? As it is right now, the systemis pretty overloaded already. The amount of additional passengers will surely 

overwhelm the stations in the area and create daner both to customers/ passengers and drivers. 
  

How many additional customers are expected to use the MTA and LIRR system? Will the stations nearby be 
able to handle the onslaught in rush hour (7-10) without creating hazardous situations (accidental death by 
jostling on platorm or pavement, and falling 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Municipal transport 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? As it is right now, the systemis pretty overloaded already. The amount of additional passengers will surely 

overwhelm the stations in the area and create daner both to customers/ passengers and drivers. 
  

How many additional customers are expected to use the MTA and LIRR system? Will the stations nearby be 
able to handle the onslaught in rush hour (7-10) without creating hazardous situations (accidental death by 
jostling on platorm or pavement, and falling 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 164 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Municipal transport 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? As it is right now, the systemis pretty overloaded already. The amount of additional passengers will surely 

overwhelm the stations in the area and create daner both to customers/ passengers and drivers. 
  

How many additional customers are expected to use the MTA and LIRR system? Will the stations nearby be 
able to handle the onslaught in rush hour (7-10) without creating hazardous situations (accidental death by 
jostling on platorm or pavement, and falling 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 165 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Postal system 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It seems to me that the postal systemin the area is strained to its limits already. Our building does not get its 

mail until close to four or five o'clock in th evening every day. This is not what I call good postal service. 
  

How many dditional postal workers, and how uch more space is required to accommodate the new buildings 
andthe amnt of additional mail and services that will be generated? Thisis especially the case for al the new 
businesses that are expected to poipulate  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 166 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Police 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The opresent sation for the area is hidden away somewhere in the far outskirs of Bed-Stuy. How will they 

possibly be able to service a new area with 3,000-4,000 new residents? 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many more policemen are going to be needed to patrol and secure the new area, both around games 
and any day of the week? 
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Respondent Number 167 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Fire Department 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Although there is one station not too far from the area in question, will it really be able to service the new area 

with high-rises/skyscrapers? I do not think the firemen are educated in rescue of high-rises/skyscrapers, as 
most of the existing buildings 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many more trucks and firemen will be needed, and also NEW trucks and ladders that can handle high-
rises and/or skyscrapers. 

 
Respondent Number 168 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Pollution 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? With so many cars, trucks and people in he area, the quesiton of pollution is a serious matter. Will there be 

enough clean-upscrews to take care of the litter? Will there be enough trucks to ake care of household 
garbage and recyclables? And the air - wha 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How many air pollution will be expected from the additional traffic, tarbage, heating, bar and restaurant 
emissions that will be entering the air in the area. 
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Respondent Number 169 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Noise 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? From all the additional issues above, there is going to be severe noise pollution, such as all the extra trucks, 

cars and people passing through the area. Atlantic Avenue is quite bad already so I don'twant to think about 
how much worse it'll be with 3,00 

  
With 3,000-4,000 additional residents, with additional cars, trucks and other sources for noise, what are the 
expected amount of increase compared to present levels, and is the new value reasonable and inside the 
accepted levels of noise set by NIMH, etc. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 170 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Most worried about increased traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? There are already horrible traffic problems at the intersection of Flatbush, Atlantic & Fourth Avenues. So far, I 

have not heard anyone address how to deal with all the added traffic that will result with the addition of a 
stadium and many high-rise build 

  
I'm not in the business of city planning, but I would imagine there should be a study of how many people will 
be brought into the neighborhood, how many of those will drive cars, and what the most common driving hours 
will be. Then, there should be some d 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 171 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Secondly, I am worried about the impact on the character of the neighborhood. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? As for the character of the neighborhood, right now it is primarily residential with the Williamsburg Savings 

Bank as a beautiful landmark. It seems that the addition of tall buildings will transform th area into a maze of a 
character-less business distri 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The changing character of the neighborhood is more of an aesthetic question, so I do't know what type of 
study should be made to address the problem. 

 
Respondent Number 172 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Excesive density 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic jams, pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Traffic pattersn 
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Respondent Number 173 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Building out of scale for community 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Adverse effects of stadium on residentially-based small businesses 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Site usage and building designs 

 
Respondent Number 174 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement of residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Division of neighborhoods from each other by plan for site  Displacement of residents 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Quality of life functions  Inventory of businesses being lost  COMPLETE economic analysis of long-term 
economic cost to government 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I live on 4th AVe. a few blocks from Atlantic Ave. 4th AVe, with 3 lanes in each direction, is already like an 
urban highway. With the new stadium, esp. combined with Target already approved for Redhook, traffic will 
increase significantly.    I also belo 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I suffere from asthma. Increased traffic means increased pollution.    I also am a cyclist. Cycling on Atlantic, 

Pacific, 4th Ave and Flatbush are already treacherous. Congestion and lack of spacioiusness/safety will only 
get worse with more auto traffic. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Increase of traffic. Increase of polution. Impact on asthma rates. Bicycle & pedestrian accicidents in area and 
how traffic will increaes risk. Impact traffic will have on gardens and trees in area, from polution. 

 
Respondent Number 176 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am most concerned about the following:  1) the effects on emergency services--both the amount of services 
available compared with the increased number of residents, and the increased difficulty workers will have in 
delivering those services because of i 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Well, on a personal level, I'll probably leave, ultimately. I live right on the edge of the proposed development, 

and I know the quality of my life will be compromised to such and extent that I will not wish to stay in such a 
noisy, frenetic, overwhelming 

  
I don't really know how to address this question. I think a realistic study should be made of the problems in 
traffic flow that currently exist, and how the increased traffic and street closures will impact and worsen the 
problems.    Also, I believe any  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 177 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Loss of character of the neighborhood.  More car traffic in the area.  Ugly huge buildings that overshadow and 
in some cases demolish existing historic blocks.  Displacement of people and businesses.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Mallification of Brooklyn.  Let's keep this a pedestrian dominant city!  (at least in downtown Brooklyn).  

Concentration of money-making potential to a small group of owners/investors in this project.  It's unfair and 
greedy towards small business owners  

  
How to use this development to further expand the use of public transportation, especially given that it will 
stand over one of the city's major public transportation hubs.  How to develop this underutilized land in a way 
that is in keeping with the chara 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 178 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

the scale of the development  the culture attracted by the arena  the vehicular traffic on and off flatbush 
avenue  the infrastructure not in place to accommodate this development.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? the scale of this development has nothing to do with the organic growth of the brownstone neighborhoods 

surrounding atlantic avenue.high rise buildings will create a wall separating fort green and prospect heights.  
the arena will create a culture in the  

  
the impact on the quality of life in surrounding neighborhoods..traffic, culture,safety,economic development 
and growth of existing business.  bruce ratner is messing with brooklyn and those of us who love it need to 
stop him.thanks for providing this for 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 179 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement of people living in the area  Traffic  change of character in the neighborhood   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People will need new housing and housing costs will rise, poor people will be displaces and luxury housing will 

replace them  Too much traffic and polution!!  High rise buildings do not belong in Brooklyn   A stadium will 
bring too many people to the area 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? housing displacment and costs  traffic patterns, subway usage,  police, fire etc support services 

 
Respondent Number 180 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

 Mr. Ratner's track record of building sterile, unimaginative, ugly, and out-of-scale complexes of buildings.   
Displacement of residents and businesses, and the impact on rents and housing costs.   
 The effect on small businesses.   
 Traffic and transp 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  Mr. Ratner's previous projects (Metro Tech, Atlantic Terminal Mall and neighboring buildings) have tended to 

have a profoundly negative effect on the neighborhoods around them, substituting suburban banality for the 
sense of place they have obliterated. 

  
Some of the issues I'm most concerned about, such as: 'sense of place' and its absence; the ways in which 
social diversity improves a neighborhood; the contribution that local businesses make to civic life versus the 
way in which chains tend to drain comm 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 181 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The quality of life in my neighborhood will be destroyed. I love Brooklyn for its open sky. I need to see sky - 
that's why I left Manhattan. I am an artist, I need light. The scale and scope of the Ratner project is too 
imposing visually. Brooklyn charact 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? displacement, dirty air, congestion, higher skyline, no sky, stress on infrastructure, higher rents/housing costs, 

gentrefication, destrunction neighborhood character (historic) 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

the politics of how this deal got made, the financial consequences of this deal impact on infrastructure - traffic, 
light - the shadows that will be created on the area, noise, how Brooklyn will be changed forever - destroyed. 

 
Respondent Number 182 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic and stress on the infrastructure in surrounding neighborhoods.    Also, overcrowding of local schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The quality of life for Brooklynites in Boerum Hill, Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens, Fort Greene, Park Slope and 

Prospect Heights will be affected detrimentally. I am also concerned that the city will find itself responsible to 
repair water mains and street 

  
Reduction in the number of units built, a guarantee from developers to set money aside for infrastructure 
improvements in the surrounding area.    Require that a new public school space be included in any residential 
development at Atlantic Yards. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic and overcrowding.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The development will bring additional traffic that the intersection and surrounding area simply cannot handle. 

Flatbush Avenue is almost impassible already, and the addition of the arena, hotel, and housing will augment 
the problem. In addition, the devel 

  
Alternative development, without the stadium in particular.   Parking permits, so that street parking in the 
surrounding neighborhoods is available for residents.   Traffic flow. Without alternative routes, traffic on 
Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues will be 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 184 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

We live on State Street in Boerum Hill, between Smith and Hoyt.  We have a dog. There is no park for this 
neighborhood where dogs can run that is within reasonable walking distance.  We drive to Prospect Park 
EVERY morning to take advantage of the off-lea 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If this development takes place I expect it will not be possible for us to take advantage of Prospect Park 

Because of increased congestion, nor would the situation be better for Fort Greene Park.      Moreover the 
condition of our narrow residential stree 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Reduce the size of the project to a scale appropriate to the neighborhood AND add transportation alternatives 
(for people and pets) to accommodate increase in population in the area. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.huge inflow of cars into the area    2.huge inflow of people who do not care about the 'wellness' of the 
surrounding area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.the area is already terribly congested and getting to and from brooklyn will be a nightmare.  i don't buy that 

most people will take the trains.    2.a trashed, used up property, not unlike the areas surrounding Shea & 
Yankee stadiums.   

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? DO NOT PUT IN A STADIUM! 

 
Respondent Number 186 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Foremost, my concern is for the impact it will have on the people who live in and around this neighborhood- 
myself and my neighbors.  We will have to deal with increased air and noise pollution, increased traffic, and 
this project would also have a great  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? see above 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Impact on the community.  Specifically air pollution, traffic congestion, impact on rent and housing for 
residents, and schools.   
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic. The traffic around Atlantic Ave. and Flatbush is horrendous at 2:00 a.m. Without new infrastructure, 
there's no way the community can support new traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I figure total gridlock will be the problem. I live right near the intersection of Flatbush with Atlantic and 

Schermerhorn Streets and even on light traffic days, it's a disaster. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

What should be studied is how exactly the community will be able to handle all these additional residential 
units, and where exactly the parking for those new residences and basketball fans will come from. 

 
Respondent Number 188 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Displacement of residents and businesses, and impact on rents and   housing costs  -impact on schools, 
police and fire services  -Effects on local businesses  -Effects on traffic and transportation, pedestrians and 
cyclists  -Air quality and public health 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? increased housing costs  -overcrowded schools  -not enough police and fire services  -loss of local businesses  

-heavy traffic  -poor Air quality 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? how to avoid the above consequences 
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Respondent Number 189 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Subway congestion worsening because of all the people being added by the housing development.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Subways around Atlantic Ave are already crowded at rush hour and other times of high use. What effect will 

adding thousands of new residents plus people coming tothe stadium have on this transportation hub? Will it 
make for more crowding and delays becaus 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Projected use of the subways by new residents and people coming to events at the stadium. Will there be 
enough trains? Will the platforms be large enough?  

 
Respondent Number 190 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? economic impact of the stadium in terms of jobs plus its effect on the surrounding community.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Jobs: aside from construction jobs which are temporary, what kind of jobs and how many jobs will the project 

actually bring to the area?     Effect on surrounding area: studies have shown that stadiums around the country 
actually do not bring more busines 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Research effects of stadiums in other cities, both in terms of jobs after construction is complete and in terms of 
what businesses grow up around the stadium.  
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Adequate city services for housing development 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Bringing large numbers of new residents into an area where the schools are already overcrowded, the city has 

tried to close firehouses, can strain city services and severely impact life in the community.  
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Are the available schools adequate for the number of children who will be living in the housing development? 
Do the police and firefighters in the area have enough capacity to serve so many new residents?  

 
Respondent Number 192 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Size of residential towers and design of the housing development as a whole 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? These huge buildings, designed as a self-enclosed unit, will cut off Park Slope and PRospect Heights from 

Fort Greene. They are way out of scale with the rest of the area. They will damage quality of life in a large 
swath of Brooklyn.  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

I understand that Ratner modified his design somewhat. Whatever it is now, it should be studied in light of 
urban design practice to ensure that it does not disrupt community life.  
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion.  Currently, at 10:00 pm on a weeknight, there is terrible traffic congestion at the intersection 
of 4th Avenue, Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues.  I don't believe that sports fans will take mass transit to the 
arena, rather will use their 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Congestion.  Pollution.    Loss of neighborhood character.    Overcrowded schools and overtaxed services. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Ways to mitigate traffic congestion.    Ways to retain a neighborhood quality of life that is at the root of the 
neighborhood's appeal.    Ways to include schools, fire house, police station in the plan. 

 
Respondent Number 194 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

As a resident of a Broookyln Neighborhood which boarders the proposed project, I am worried about 
increased traffic, both from the construction as well as the increased volume of residents and visitors to the 
area, and of course the arena.  I am also conc 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased traffic would tie up an area that is already choked by the constant repairs to the road and heavy 

volume which is not limited to rush hour.  This causes inconvience when traveling, polution, noise and general 
confusion. The intersection of 4th A 

  
Traffic flow should be studied under the conditions which have actually been the case--constant road 
construction, lane closures, lanes that aren't painted.... What is the impact of adding increased pedestrian and 
bus truck and car traffic?  What affect w 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 135 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 195 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I am worried about affordable housing and traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People who live and shop in our neighborhood will be priced out.  The air we breathe will be further polluted 

and parking will be a greater nightmare. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Air quality,  Zoning and protection for low income residents. 

 
Respondent Number 196 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

losing the neighborhood feel, people who grew up here not being able to afford living here, gentrification, 
crime, crowding, traffic, noise, pollution, overpopulation in such a small area, sports mentality pervading the 
neighborhood, loss of community fee 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? the loss of an affordable, friendly neighborhood where we all know each other for a dirty and overcrowded 

atmosphere similar to around madison square garden-NO ONE wants to live near there and they don't-for a 
reason. you will turn my beautiful neighborho 

  
location! location ! location!  there are enough abandoned areas that need development-not this 
neighborhood-this is a NEIGHBORHOOD-not an empty canvas to tear down what you aren't seeing for 
something you want to see-  develop, yes-but DO NOT DESTROY. th 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion  Children's being locked in their homes because there is no open spaces for play. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequences are grave on the social well-being of the thriving multiculural communities surrounding the 

Atlantic Yards.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The impact of the project on the residents of the surrounding neigborhoods.  The study should look at the 
human, social, economic, political, cultural, health impact of the project. 

 
Respondent Number 198 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Principally a grotesque inappropriateness of scale and the attempted transformation of a residential area into a 
busy downtown.  Overbuilding which will likely yield unused, unattractive, huge buildings, and which will 
signifantly diminish the light in th 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much road and foot traffic, especially at night, and therefore sound and air pollution significantly worse 

than what exists.   Businesses (stadium, too much retail) which will not mix well with the surrounding quiet 
residential communities.  The inapp 

  
How a stadium impacts a neighborhood in terms of traffic, air and sound pollution.  What it means to have 
landmark designation and how landmark preservation should involve maintaining the feel of a neighborhood, 
not simply a specific building or block of  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 199 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increasing the population density of the neighborhood by building so many highrise buildings; changing the 
architectural and cultural quality  of Brownstone Brooklyn by adding highrise builings. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Crowded sidewalks, more traffic, less sunlight - a general decline in the urban environment.  People are 

attracted to Brownstone Brooklyn precisedly because of low rise buildings, more sunlight, and less traffic.   
  

The impact of the added population on transportation, pedetrian circulation, and traffic; the impact of the 
highrises on available sunlight and sky; the architectural quality of the buildings and how they will impact a 
largely-landmarked traditionally 19t 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 200 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 'Neighborhood' Brooklyn turns into concrete high rise Brooklyn 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Altered sense fo community -- more crime. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Work more public space into the plan that would become destination for Brooklynites. 
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Respondent Number 201 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement of viable businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 'Manhattanization' of downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Listen to critics of this disastrous plan. 

 
Respondent Number 202 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Increase in traffic throughoutthe downtown Brooklyn area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Routine gridlock throughout downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Listen to critics of this disastrous plan 
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Respondent Number 203 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? TRaffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More traffic -- lower quality of life in downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? PayTaxes  Cut down on size of project 

 
Respondent Number 204 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? CRIME 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More crime -- lower quality of life in downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Pay taxes  Cut down on size of project 
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Respondent Number 205 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? LITTER 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More litter -- lower quality of life in downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Pay  taxes  Cut down on size of project 

 
Respondent Number 206 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Large bad overdevelopment -- not in keeping with brownstone neighborhood feel 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Failure of infrastructure 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Start over!  Make sense! 
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Respondent Number 207 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Large bad overdevelopment not in keeping with brownstone neighborhood feel 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loss of small businesses 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Start over!  Make sense! 

 
Respondent Number 208 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises 
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Respondent Number 209 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 

 
Respondent Number 210 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 
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Respondent Number 211 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 

 
Respondent Number 212 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 
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Respondent Number 213 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 

 
Respondent Number 214 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Effect on infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 
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Respondent Number 215 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Where will al these wealthy people come from? You are planning huge luxury buildings, but they will be vacant 
... just like what they did in Detroit! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Creates a wasteland -- no one will live there! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Take out all the buildings!  Build a park! 

 
Respondent Number 216 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic will be impossible 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Total, complete gridlock in Downtown -- pollution, noise -- destruction of Brooklyn's quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Take out al that luxury housing (with those owners higher share of car ownership). 
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Respondent Number 217 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Lack ofpublic review process -- avoiding ULURP 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? City for sale - behind-the-scenes deal-making with our tax dollars 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Studied -- NO ... put it through ULURP -- disclose financial relationhips with CBA groups 

 
Respondent Number 218 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Phony CBA agreement instead of genuine review 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? City for sale -- behind-the-scenes deal-making with our tax dollars 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Impacts shouldbe disclosed through genuine process 
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Respondent Number 219 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Racially divisive campaign 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? City for sale -- behind-the-scene deal-making with our tax dollars 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Impacts should be disclosed through genuine process 

 
Respondent Number 220 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Use of public funds subsidizing development 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? City for sale -- behind-the-scenes deal-making with our tax dollars 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Studied ... NO.  Put it through ULURP -- disclose financial relationships with CBA groups 
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Respondent Number 221 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? No eminent domai 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Out-of-scale, incompatible project with community 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Impacts should be discussed through genuine process 

 
Respondent Number 222 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Density -- Design totally out of context with Brooklyn 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loss of Brooklyn being Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

How this project is moving forward without the kind of public reviews and processes tha are required for other 
projects of this size. 
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Respondent Number 223 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 224 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.  Traffic Congestion  2.  Mass Transportation Capacity  3.  Municipal Services  4.  Displacement  5.  
Neighborhood Character  6.  Homeland Security   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.  Traffic congestion    The area surrounding the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues is already 

congested much of the workday -- particularly during rush hours.  There will be a significant increase in 
vehicular traffic with additional barrier 

  
1.  Traffic Congestion    Traffic and parking patterns both current and projected.  Residential and commercial 
traffic must be taken into account and arena traffic must be analyzed both separately and together with the 
other traffic.    2.  Mass Transport 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 225 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Significant increase in people and vehicle traffic in an already crowded area.    2. High density residences 
replacing historic structures. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Gridlock and increased crime.    2. Displacement of current residents, lesser diversity in the neighborhood, 

loss of historic context of Brooklyn. 
  

1. Alternate traffic flows to access the area (in general) and the stadium (in particular).  ALL BUILDINGS 
SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE AT LEAST A MINIMAL AMOUNT OF OFF-STREET (inside structure) 
PARKING.    2. Ways to protect and conserve existing histor 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 226 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Traffic near the area and going to and from the Bridges, the BQE, Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, etc, etc., etc.  
Basically the impact will go for miles since the plan will bring in so many people near so many other major 
thoroughfares.  2. Destruction of pr 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Worse quality of life - the 'Manhattanization' of Brooklyn.  The continued destruction of housing for the middle 

class.   
  

How  to keep crime down, how much toxic substances are in the old buildings that must be abated before 
demolition, the impact of losing even more middle class from brooklyn, the specific incomes that will be able to 
afford to live in the new units.  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 227 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am profoundly disturbed by overdevelopment in low-rise neighborhoods for many reasons.  The MTA is 
effectively giving away public lands for a project that will also requires my tax dollars to enrich a private 
developer and that offers little or nothing  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? No one feels safe when everyone is dispensible given a higher bidder for our homes and neighborhoods.  

Historic neighborhoods will be overwhelmed by these out of scale structures. Highrise housing for the wealthy 
(the 'affordable' units are paid for throu 

  
The arena and the housing should be looked at as separate proposals.  Most particularly, part of the context 
for study should include a count of projected new housing development in the rezoning of 4th Avenue, new 
units of housing already in development i 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 228 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The misuse of public domain and consequential displacement of residences, business, and public safety 
services.  The misuse of public funds to subsidize this project, meanwhile Brooklyn public school children are 
not provided with the supplies they need d 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? see above. A ruined neighborhoods and outraged citizens. Residents robbed of their homes and 

businesses,etc. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Abuse of public domain. Abuse of tax dollars. Traffic patterns and air quality,etc. 
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Respondent Number 229 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

increased traffic - pedestrain and vehicle - in areas surrounding the Atlantic yards. Congestion is already a 
problem, proposed development will compound this.  In addition, parking will become a nightmare 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? ???  I don't understand what you mean?  the problem is too much traffic; consequence of the problem - too 

much traffic? 
  

traffic flow - people/cars per minute past given checkpoints.  Parking - estimate of increased number of cars 
into neighborhood, with total footage of available on-street parking.  What is impact of current alternate side 
street policy?  Are plans in plac 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 230 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. That a sports stadium will actually work to depress its neighborhood (as evidenced in many othre cities).  2. 
I don't see why this developer should receive tax breaks for his profitmaking enterprise.  3. The quality of new 
jobs are in a non-productive  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. After depleting a neighborhood, we'll be stuck with this dud.  2. Tax paying citizens supporting very rich 

developer.  3. Local jobs are stuck in low wages, not promoting a productive future.  4. A decline in civic 
inclusiveness. If quality of life mat 

  
1. Study should include failed stadiums.  2. Pork and city corruption. Actual community benefits (sans spin).  3. 
The possibility of attracting growth jobs (ie, companies that need/train skilled and/or professional employees; 
not sales clerks or fast food 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 231 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Displacement of residents/emininent domain abuse. This is not taking private property and giving it to 
another owner, hardly a public works project, more of a land grab!  2. Environmental impact--pollution, traffic 
congestion and increased pedestrian r 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I'm not sure if I understand this question, but I thint it's addressed in my comments above. 
  

I don't really know what could be studied here, but certainly the environmental and social impact could be 
looked at. How can something of this proposed scope be proposed without improvements to local services 
(police, fire, new schools, etc.) and expansi 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 232 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Displacement of residents/emininent domain abuse. This is not taking private property and giving it to 
another owner, hardly a public works project, more of a land grab!  2. Environmental impact--pollution, traffic 
congestion and increased pedestrian r 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I'm not sure if I understand this question, but I thint it's addressed in my comments above. 
  

I don't really know what could be studied here, but certainly the environmental and social impact could be 
looked at. How can something of this proposed scope be proposed without improvements to local services 
(police, fire, new schools, etc.) and expansi 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 154 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 233 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The immense buildings the BAY development proposes are not only out of scale with the neighborhood, and 
fail to engage with pedestrians on the street, but will bring more car traffic to the neighborhood from all 
directions.  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Additional traffic will destroy the character of the neighborhood, make it noisier, reduce air quality, and make it 

less safe for bicyclists and pedestrians.  
  

Study the possibility of discouraging cars from coming to the stadium by not allowing the building of a garage 
or other parking facility, and instead relying on the fact that the area is a major mass transit hub. Or consider 
shifting parking to the Brookl 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 234 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

My biggest concerns are that the increase in traffic will create perpetual gridlock and endanger the tenuous 
'quality' of our air.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic accidents, increase in lung diseases. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Nothing!  I do not believe there is any accurate way to predict the increase in traffic or the increase in air 
pollution.   
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Respondent Number 235 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? safety, pollution, residents displacement, traffic jams 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? crowded streets, not a safe neighborhood for our kids 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? This BAY project should not be done here in Brooklyn. 

 
Respondent Number 236 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned on two levels: the first is social and political.  I think that setting a precedent for using eminent 
domain, seizing property without consent or fair compensation (there are already many documented cases of 
people who would be unable to re 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If 'Ratnerville' is built - four neighborhoods will lose their quality of life.  There will be rampant overcrowding of 

public transportation, streets and schools (plans to address the added population are practically non-existent); 
the traffic will be eno 

  
First: who wants to move, who is being forced to move, and are Ratner's compensation offers fair?  One 
should also look into his past dealings with Metrotech - people who were forced out there had to take Ratner to 
court to receive their money.  And Ratne 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 237 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Impact on Brooklyn's bike network and increased danger for bike commuters 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn has the most built-out bike network in all of NYC. We also have the largest number of bike 

commuters. Unfortunately, the area around Vanderbilt Railyards is currently not conducive to cycling. I want to 
make sure that the bike network is connecte 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Bike commuting network through Downtown Brooklyn and the railyards.  

 
Respondent Number 238 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Traffic, parking.  2. The proliferation of businesses catering to a transient 'stadium' crowd at the expense of 
businesses catering to neighborhood residents. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. The 20 block radius around the stadium will become impossible to navigate in a car both before and after 

every stadim event.  On a recent car trip to a Mets game at Shea, I drove around Flushing at approximately 3-
5 m.p.h. for almost an hour to find pa 

  
Current traffic density, particularly on Flatbush from the bridges to Atlantic Avenue;  currently available and 
contemplated new parking spaces; impact of additional pollution on air quality; other recently constructed 
stadiums and what thier impact has b 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 239 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

(I'm sorry, but the formatting of this was such that I did not feel I could contribute an answer to each question. I 
will just voice my concerns in this cell.)    * Luxury housing is ridiculous when affordable housing is increasingly 
impossible to come by 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People are being forced to move farther out and away from the city center because there is almost no 

affordable housing left. The average citizen cannot afford to live in high-rise housing, shop or eat in the stores 
and restaurants that luxury high-rise b 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? I do not have an answer to that. 

 
Respondent Number 240 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Seems like only the developers want this development.  Too much traffic on Atlantic Avenue.  Too many new 
developments on Atlantic Avenue, not for the neighborhood. Too much, too much.   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Yet further deterioration of the quality of life for Brooklynites.   Bruce Ratner is the only person who is gaining 

from this development. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Isn't there somewhere else he could go to develop?   
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Respondent Number 241 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The overdevelopment of Brooklyn by Bruce Ratner. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Bruce Ratner becomes more rich and destroys our neighboorhood. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How on earth a developer can come up with and be permitted to execute such ridiculous overscale ideas. 

 
Respondent Number 242 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The size and scale is very far out of context for all surrounding neighborhoods.  It would, in fact, kill all of 
'brownstone Brooklyn' and the 'Brooklyn Revival' that had been fostered.  In addition, the local infrastructure --  
roads, buses, subways, par 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? A halt to the 'Brooklyn Rennaisannce.'  A giant shadow, literally and figuratively, over several neighborhoods.  

Increased crime.  Strain on public services.  Increased need for public spending to accomodate a private for-
profit enterprise.  In ten years, 

  
#1 --  Reduce the scale of the development by 80%.  Office space and apartment space will go unused, 
otherwise.  #2 --  Do not demap any streets.  #3 -- Do not allow any eminent domain.  #4 -- All the other Ratner 
developments are very poorly designed and 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 159 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 243 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1. Density   2. Destruction of neighborhoods   3. Traffic    

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.The proposed development is completely out of scale with our Prospect Park neighborhood and will 

overwhelm the streets with traffic, overburden our police and fire stations, schools, and transportation system.  
There was a promise of open space in the o 

  
Study the effects of this monstrous increase in density on our neighborhood social services: police, fire 
stations, schools, parking, etc.  Study the isolating effect of super block planning and lack of public space on 
our quality of life.  Study the impa 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 244 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am extremely concerned about increased traffic and air quality.  My son and I have already developed 
asthma since September 11th.  Increased car emissions will create an even worse air quality.  There is a 
direct correlation between this and lung health 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic congestion, lung congestion, greater numbers of people in the neighborhood for a good time. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Exactly how much increased traffic.  Exactly how much increase in harmful car emissions.  Exactly how much 
human traffic will increase due to dramatically increased density of high rise buildings. 
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Respondent Number 245 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am very concerned about the increase of traffic and pollution in an already heavily congested area of 
Brooklyn that will inevitably occur as a result of the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards development.  As is almost always 
the case with major real estate develo 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

An environmental, sociological & economic impact statement should be made that makes a full assessment of 
the negative consequences of increased traffic, air & noise pollutions, increased rents, displacement of 
tenants, both residential and commercial, an 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 246 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? THE SCOPE, SCALE & HEIGHT OF THE OFFICE TOWERS PROPOSED FOR THE PROJECT. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? OUT OF SCALE WITH THE BROWNSTONE NEIGHBORHOODS OF FORT GREENE & PROSPECT 

HEIGHTS 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

HOW DO THE PEOPLE WHO ACTUALLY LIVE IN THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS AFFECTED 
FEEL ABOUT THE ISSUE 
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Respondent Number 247 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

TRAFFFIC CONGESTION IN THE AREA.  TRAFFIC IS ALREADY A HUGE PROBLEM IN THE AREA.  
SHOPPERS DO NOT SOLEY USE THE TRAINS TO ACCESS ATLANTIC CENTER (AS RATNER CLAIMS).  
DOUBLE PARKED & IDLING CARS SURROUND BOTH ATLANTIC CENTER & TERMINAL MALLS 
CONSTANTLY. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? TRAFFIC CONGESTION, CAR FUMES.  NOISE FROM HONKING CARS 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF INCREASED TRAFFIC.  TRAFFIC FLOW AND HOW IT AFFECTS THE 
SURROUNDING AREA. 

 
Respondent Number 248 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1- car traffic  2- subway traffic  3- environmental concerns  4- parking for newswalk residents  5- dumping in 
grounds around newswalk building premises  6- increase taxes  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Many, car traffic is pretty bad along Flatbush Avenue and Atlantic Avenue.  With an increase in population and 

business this is the first problem that needs to be looked at.  Additionally, Subway ridership has increased 
already and with a Stadium and new  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

I am no expert, but I am sure a study of the impact this enormous project will have around the current and 
existing area should be mandatory, example:  traffic conditions now vs. future; environmental concerns, etc. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increase in traffic, air pollution; congestion; lack of available street parking; noise pollution; further 
overcrowding of schools; strain on police and fire services; VIOLATION OF SCALE OF BROWNSTONE 
BROOKLYN 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 'Manhattanization of Brownstone Brooklyn'--if I wanted to live in a congested borough with noise and high rises 

I would move to Manhattan! 
  

Atlantic Yards cannot be developed in its proposed form without destroying the quality of life of surrounding 
neighborhoods! No amount of 'studies' are going to fix that! IF these 'studies' are carried out by non-corrupt 
people the inevitable conclusion m 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 250 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned that the proposed development goes against those existing land use practices in the 
surrounding neighborhoods that have recently made this area of Brooklyn an extremely attactive location for 
increasingly affluent residents and small busine 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This area of Brooklyn will be less attractive to affluent residents looking for the many lifestyle advantages that 

accrue to those living in low-rise, high-density urban neighborhoods.  Among the consequences that will make 
the neighborhood less attractiv 

  
I believe that the neighborhoods surrounding the Atlantic Yards present a textbook example of how to build an 
urban envrionment correctly in order to produce a landscape that enjoys the benefits of high population density 
while maintaining a style of life 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned about the inaccurate scale of the promotoional architectural renderings published in the Times 
that are being use to show what appears to be a 10 lane flatbush Ave and a 10 lane Atlantic ave. with very tiny 
cars driving by the massive tower 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This is just not the way it really is the scale of the avenues to the towers gives a false impression that this 

developnemt is comfortablely scaled to the traffic.  this seems to be  a clculeted 
missrepresentation(exaggeration) to push through acceptance  

  
There are only 5 lanes on atlantic and the traffic is never as easy going as it looks in the artists models 
renderings.  The renderings should show what it is like when the lights have traffic stopped and thers are 20 -
30 cars waiting impatietly  while tr 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 252 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Where are the schools being built for the families on this site?  The schools should be included IN THE SITE 
for grades K thru 12 to cover this many people.  How can this be allowed that an entire community is built with 
out thir own schools included.  Do 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? the consequences seem to me to be that our current  area schools will be ruined and crippled by the obviuous 

over-crowding.   
  

Scale back this project to make room for an entire school system  K thru 12 to cover the added density BUILT 
INSIDE THE SITE.  There should perhaps even be a certain amount of financing of the added teaching staff 
for this school grades K - 12. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Too much denisty of people in one terrorist- vulnerable hot spot.  Streets are cut off also  by the project that 
makes it harder for fire trucks to work in the event of problem. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If there is a terroeist plot it will be a diaster . traffic is hampered by the narrow streets and street taken off the 

grid adds to the decrease in accessability of escape and fire truck accesss. 
  

spread these towers down the lenght of Atlantic avenue over a 3/4 mile distance towards Crown hieghts , 
there is excelent access to the A train express. and area is ripe for towers and the distribution of  housing.  
Can the A train be connected to the 'HU 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 254 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

No completion of the community amenities promised upfront.  Cost overruns or other 'unavoidable' problems 
can result in 'value engineering' and/or project changes. One of the first casualties is likely to be the promised 
community open space, gardens, par 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Development having a different and less community-friednly character than what is studied in the EIS. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Not study. Need developer guarantees! 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Impact of the extensive housing and office development on transit overcrowding, especially during rush hours. 
It is very unlikely that the people working at Atlantic Yards will be living at Atlantic Yards. And, the people living 
at Atlantic Yards will not 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We all know. Waiting for 5 trains to be able to get on a commute to work train at 7th Avenue. It can get worse.  

The TA does not have much more capacity to run more trains, even if they could afford to do so. This can 
degrade the quality of life (and prop 

  
The EIS scope always talks about schools and traffic. I hardly ever see the word transit. A full analysis needs 
to be done of capacity constraints and how these additional workers/residents can commute to their jobs and 
from their homes without making sub 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 256 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned that the scope of the project is out of line with what makes Brooklyn a wonderful place to live.  
I don't want to live amongst skyscapers, I like small buildings with people that can be absorbed into the fabric 
of the community, not large g 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Problems.  We all live in Brooklyn because it is a place that has heart and where we know our neighbors.  With 

large buildings, of course you know your immediate neighbor, but it isn't the same.  We of Brooklyn do not 
wish to live as people do in Manhatta 

  
How about some meetings with the people who live here for starters, find out what would really work and what 
would be untenable for the residents of this part of Brooklyn.  Has anyone thinking of this plan actually driven 
down 4th ave. at rush hour?  Has  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 166 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 257 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? #NAME? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Consequences of these problems include:  -Negative impact on the quality of public transit and negative 

budgetary consequences for the city and state because the MTA is not maximizing its assets, cannot maintain 
quality services with current finances and  

  
-Impact to city and transit users of MTA unloading its land assets beneath market value   -Impact of increased 
traffic due to scale of development and arena drawing in thousands of people for its events  -Environmental 
impacts of development and traffic d 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 258 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about the hugeness of the Atlantic Yards Project and it being so out of scale wth the rest of the 
neighborhood. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Already the neighborhood near Atlantic Terminal has become a nightmare with constant traffic,no parking 

spaces. It is like a circus during business hours. The Atlantic Yards Project can only add to these horrendous 
conditions.  The planners of this upcomi 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1.Traffic in the area 2. Parking in the area 3.Damage to the environment and to the health of the residents 
nearest the new project 4. The scale of the project (no 60 story buildings) 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

massive size of development, overwhelming local community and services totally out of scale, Queens Plaza 
in downtown brooklyn  eminent domain portion of project destroys existing community  destruction of 
community connectedness by physically increasing  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? destroys flavor and atmosphere and intimacy of community  creates a nighmarish monstrosity in middle of 

wonderful human scaled neighborhood  overly burdens traffic/transit hub  loss of street grid 
  

impact to streets, transit facilities, schools and other infrastructure  scale down proposed development to more 
reasonable and area-compatible levels.  seek to avoid eminent domain use/community destruction by 
alternate designs  more larger apartments +  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 260 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1)Air pollution   2)Traffic congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1)My family's and my community's health could be endangered.  2) It could become harder than it already is 

for the residents our my community to move about by car. I am also concerned that the intersections around 
the proposed development are already very 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

If they do build the arena. I think everyone should park outside the area and take public transportaion to the 
arena. We can't afford any more cars around here! 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm concerned about the plan as a whole, and the fact that the scale of the proposed project IN NO WAY fits 
into the area where it is proposed.  It makes no sense to put a strip of high rise buildings in between  2 
Landmarked neighborhoods (Fort Greene an 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequence will be the destruction of the quality of life in the surrounding neighborhoods (traffic 

congestion, lack of parking, excessive pollution etc.) and the destruction of the basic architectural fabric which 
makes up this area of HIstorical Br 

  
Basic scale issues, which seem glaringly obvious, should be studied before any proposed project for this sight 
are acted upon.  If someone wants to develop the parcel of land which is now sitting more or less unused, a 
project should be developed which ma 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 262 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic is already generally terrible in the area 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? No idea 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

How this project fits into the larger development plans for 4th Avenue.  That is, what is the proper mix of 
commercial and residential properties in this area and Flatbush Avenue toward the Manhattan Bridge.1) How 
this project fits into the larger develop 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loss of Brooklyn's uniqueness and identity 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Any other smart developments that have upgraded neighborhoods while preserving local character. 

 
Respondent Number 264 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

What effect will this project have on traffic on Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues?  Is there any opportunity to 
create new routes for commuter access. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding in downtown Brooklyn. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Methodologies that allow for real local input for development.  Air quality solutions that include diverting traffic 
or increasing the opportunities for mass transit.   
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Will mass transportation need an upgrade in this area.  Are additional stations needed for either LIRR or MTA? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding in downtown Brooklyn. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Air quality solutions that include diverting traffic or increasing the opportunities for mass transit 

 
Respondent Number 266 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Air quality in downtown Brooklyn. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Additional degradation of air quality. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Air quality solutions that include diverting traffic or increasing the opportunities for mass transit. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Is this project the right size and scope for Brooklyn?  Do the current residents have a voice in determining the 
fate of the borough.  What makes Brooklyn different from Manhattan and how should these differences be 
evidenced in development? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Displacement of small businesses along Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues 
  

More transparency to the political process as it relates to development.    In short, I believe that development 
is welcome and needed in this part of Brooklyn.  However, this project seems to be a radical shift in the use 
and character of downtown.  The  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 268 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I'm woried about congestion of all kinds - traffic, transportation , abnormal pop[ulation density for this area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Frustration for motorists traveling on the two main Brooklyn arteries, namely Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues.  

Frustration for anyone using public transportation. 
  

The Ratner project should be scrapped, and replaced by a project respecting guidelines, such as a maximum 
height of 12 stories. Tis project should be offered to architectural firms competitively and approved by a 
consensus of community organizations and n 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

>Quality of life concerns for the neighborhoods surrounding the development.  >Economic concerns for local 
businesses.  >Improper use of public land and money for the development and luxury housing.  >Potential 
long-term damage to the health and character 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  >Development would cause increased traffic, blocked sunlight for existing low-rise housing, and loss of 

property due to eminent domain.  >Economic impact will include the displacement of small locally owned 
businesses by large national chains that will n 

  
>Economic impact on local businesses  >Types of business that will fill planned retail and office space.  
>Types of housing needed by current residents vs. types of housing called for in the development.  
>Architectural renderings of development in compar 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 270 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

A project that mostly helps the rich (%,050 luxury units, 2250 'affordable' units, but only 900 of them aimed at 
people earning under Brooklyn's $35K median income 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Continued gentrification... enrichment of Bruce Ratner at taxpayers' expense 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to stop this project. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Huge decline in number of promised jobs 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Far less economic betterment for Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to stop this project. 

 
Respondent Number 272 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Payoffs to 'astroturf' community groups like BUILD 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Corruption of the planning process, including fake support for this project. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? How to stop this project. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am horrified about the type and scale of the developement being planned:    A stadium smack in the middle 
of a historic family oriented area. What an insult!!    High rises which do not fit what Brooklyn is about.     The 
displacement of people from the 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Adding to an already heavy, dangerous traffic situation.     Not enough lower income housing.     Raising the 

amount of people living in the area.     Bringing in too many wealthy people and pushing the less advantaged 
out.     Changing Brooklyn into an e 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Whatever is necessary. 

 
Respondent Number 274 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

As a resident of Fort Greene, I am very concerned about the size of BAY. Dumping thousands of new 
residents in the neighborhood will contribute to the already overcrowded subways servicing the area, traffic 
congestion on Atlantic/ Flatbush Avenues,our ove 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowded subways especially during Rush Hours; making Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues and side streets 

unnavigable; walling off Fort Greene from adjacent neighborhoods. Having these buildings tower over The 
Williamsburgh Bank Building - a landmark and th 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic, air quality, mass transit, schools, parking. Also, studies have already shown that arenas do not benefit 
the immediate neighborhoods. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reducing project density 

 
Respondent Number 276 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reducing project density 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Rducing project denity 

 
Respondent Number 278 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Pollution 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased illness (asthma) 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reducing project density 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Noise 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reasonable development 

 
Respondent Number 280 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Overcrowding on public transportation 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreased quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reducing project density 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

With the increase of an additional 28,000 people into the downtown Brooklyn area there will be an increased 
demand on drinking water supply.  City Tunnel #3 is not scheduled for completion until 2020 and currently is 
scheduled to offer maintenance to the  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If unabated there could be a decrease in water quality and water pressure.  Water quality degradation could be 

a health risk for the young and old of our community.  Water pressure degradation would affect FDNY's ability 
to protect the surrounding neighbo 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Water system capacity needs to studied at this specific location.  Water shed capacity needs to be studied with 
environmental trends projecting rainfall 30 years into the future. 

 
Respondent Number 282 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? No parking for residents 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am going to be evicted from my apartment and worry that I won't be able to find an ffordable apartment in my 
area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased gentrification driving low- and mid-income people out ofhe area. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build it.  No stadium. Buildings sized to fit in the surrounding area. 

 
Respondent Number 284 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Gigantic residential towers being built. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding, strain on public transporation, schools, police, etc, ruining historic character of neighborhood, 

traffic congestion during and after construction, and displacement of local residences and businesses. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Negative impact on quality of life for current population.  Legality of eminent domain for private use.  
Sweetheart deals for developers cozy with local polticians 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm concened hat a development of this size will destroy the nature of the neighborhood and the community 
feeling. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Incresed traffic, environmental illnesses due to pollution, crime around the stadium when it's not in use. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Don't build it.  No stadium. Buidings sized to fit in the surrounding area.  No parking area so peoiple take 
public transport. 

 
Respondent Number 286 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Schools -- withthe number of new residents, new schools wll have to be built  * Eminent domain is an outrage 
-- not fair, not right.  * Traffic  * Out-of-character size, architecture, spirit -- with existing communities 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Loss of comunity spirit and cohesion  * Horrible traffic throughout Brooklyn and subway crowding  * 

Overtaxed fire and police departments  * Inorganic growth -- new buildings forced into a space they do not fit 
into -- physically or spiritually 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Scale down project a LOT -- no forest of skyscrapers  * Devote chunk of spce to parks, recreation, open 
spaces  * Listen to the people -- we care about Brooklyn! 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Increased traffic and congestion in an already over-congested area.     2) Loss and/or destruction of historic 
homes and buildings.    3) The high-rise buildings will ruin the character of the historic neighborhood. This is a 
community of small brownst 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? For all of the above: Flight. The neighborhood has been in an upswing over the past 15 years. Quality of life 

has improved, and residents have been renovating old historic homes and returning the neighborhood to its 
former glory. People will leave, and th 

  
Don't build a stadium here. Build it in the Bronx or Queens, near the old World's Fair site. Build it somewhere 
that can accommodate the traffic and noise -- not in a residential community. For the record, have you ever 
driven down Atlantic Ave or Flatbus 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 288 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Overcrowding on streets - overcrowding in the schools -- which are alredy way to crowded as is in Brooklyn.  
He's not able to get classes now.  * Pollution  * Too many cars  * More garbage on street  * No parking 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * A once uiet liveable area will become way too crowded and congested, and quality of life will suffer greatly. 

The neighborhood can't handle the additional traffic / poipulation.  Services are alredy stretched. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Environmental impact studies -- scaling downof the proposed site -- or better yet, not building it at all. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm worried that our neighborhood, currently a diverse, vibrant, exciting place to live, will be hijacked by the 
commercial interests of the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards (BAY) development and turned into a noisy, congested 
thoroughfare.    I'm worried about th 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The potential consequences of the problems above are:    *Streets flooded with tourists and non-residents who 

are disrespectful of our homes and neighborhood, especially rowdy sports fans after games.    *Fort Greene's 
precious economic diversity (much of 

  
*Potential for increased traffic (vehicle and foot) in the neighborhood    *Community members' voices and 
ideas    *Ways to ensure that the BAY development PRIMARILY BENEFITS RESIDENTS and the general 
public. It would be appalling if the only ones to bene 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 290 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? To much foot traffic  Limited parking on local streets  Dirty streets 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Crowded streets nd more noise.  Parking too far from home.  More trash brings more rats and mice. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Model what other cities have done -- before and after -- buldin a new stadium. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) One fear is that too many people will populate my neighborhood, and not all of them will be nice.  2) The 
schools will become increasingly overpopulated and the children wil not get a good enough education.  3)  The 
existing parking problems will only  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Many of the same isue expressed in Question #1 answer this question. 
  

*  The growth of our community needs tobe monoitored.  The police and firemen shortage should be 
eevaluated.   Make housing with on-site parking   * Schools should be given more funds if they need to 
expand. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 292 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The proposed residential development is totally out of scale with the predominately low-rise pattern of 
development in the adjacent Fort Greene and Prospect Heights neighborhoods and the entire project will 
overwhelm the entire dwntown brooklyn residentia 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? A barrier of high-rise towers, not unlike Coop City in the Bronx, which will block interactions between 

neighborhoods -- now on the increase.  A dsplacement of commercial activity out of the existing downtown 
area with very negative effects.  * High cost  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Scale back the entire plan. Specifically change from predominately high rise development to predominately 
low rise with a FEW high-rise towes.   Harmonize with existing pattern of surrounding ares. 
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Respondent Number 293 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Cumulative impact of this project and BAM project and Flatbush projects near Myrtle Avenue environmentaly, 
traffic impact, and strain on aleady overcompromised energy grid  * Impact on parking, which is already a 
nightmare.  * Destruction of Brooklyn la 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Boerum Hill is already rife with parking and week-round traffic flow issues  * We've already, and continue, to 

suffer from rampant construction with attedant pollutants and dsruption  * This proposed project presents the 
possibility of alarming preceden 

  
Exactly how much this will lost taxpayers, since we're already/still paying for the Atlantic Center  * A cohesive, 
all encompassing, environmental,traffic, parking and aesthetic analysis of impact, including ALL actual and 
proposed projects for the area. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 294 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

There are numerous issues that are being overlooked. But one issue would be the overcrowding and traffic 
problem. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? You can barely get thru downtown as it is now without it being a major time taker. It would be so much worse. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? The idea of moving the area to the flatlands or somewhere less developed. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I heat my home with natural gas which I also use for cooking. There is a growing shortage of gas and reposts 
say that I'll need to spend more to heat my home this winter. If the residents in this new development will have 
gas kitchens and clothes dryers,  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Higher costs for home heating and cooking gas for existing residents.    Possable shortages that may leave 

houses without home heating fuel.     
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

KeySpans current vrs project unit price of natural gas.     Ability of keySpan to deliver at the level of the new 
demand.   

 
Respondent Number 296 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Electric Energy Loads.    There will already be added need for electricity due to the Downtown redevelopment 
and the upzoning of Williamsburg and 4th Avenue. The scale of the new arena and it's towers is clearly being 
designed with heavy electric energy n 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Will there be more blackouts as a result of this development as it comes at a time when the nation's ability to 

produce more power reaches limits?    Will there need to be another electric station built in Brooklyn to 
accomadate the increased demand?    W 

  
Current electric useage.  Projected increases form already upzoned areas.  Projected energy needs of this 
new complex.    Current System capasity.  Increased capacity and how that will be achieved and who will pay 
for it.  Projected overall rate increases 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 297 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic and public transportation  Displacement of families and small businesses  Impact on the enviornment - 
we don't have enough public receational space  Rents and affordable housing     

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The police and fire departments will be over whelmed  Affordable housing will be come nonexsitent  Our well 

balanced community loose it's ethnic and income diversity.   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 298 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Construction concerns.    Displacement of native animal life, particularly RATS during the decade of 
construction that the neighbors will have to indure. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   Health effects as rats are displaced from the rail yards and take up residence in adjecient homes. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   Should eagle owls and hawk nests be established in the vacinity before grounds are distrubed? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm concerned about food distribution. With 7000 or more new homes in the area will there be enough new 
retail space dedicated to retail foods? And what about fresh loacl food sources for this large population center? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? These new residents may find it necessary to have cars to drive out of the neighborhood to get groceries. Also 

the new residents may be dependant on companies like Fresh Direct and Whole Foods Delivery Trucks to 
bring food to them. This would only add to  

  
Capacity of present food distribution. Please look at sources that can be reached by food vrs those that reguire 
car travel of truck delivery.    What are the projected plans for the new commercial space, what will be alloted 
for grocers and farmer market 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 300 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? the unnecessary desctruction of historic and perfectly viable residential property 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The loss of communities and historic buildings 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Ways to move the proposed site so existing housing stock isn't threatened (eg raze the mall which is poorly 
designed and underutilized) 
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Respondent Number 301 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic  Displacement of families and small businesses  The over whelming of a residential area with this 
sports arena - bringing unwanted influences  Impact on rents and housing costs 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The ethnic and financial diversity of the neighborhood will be lost forever.    Small business will not be able to 

survive.    Affordable housing will be lost - the few token spaces planned will never replace the housing that is 
being dismantled. Peopel w 

  
Environmental Impact to our air and green space.    the impact on our roads and Public transportation between 
Brooklyn neighborhoods.     If I wanted to live in Manhattan I would have stayed in Manhattan. Those of us 
who pioneered this neighborhood and ma 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 302 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The traffic is already horrible; this will make it worse. I also strongly oppose taking property from private 
individuals to give to another private individual - a gross injustice to Eminent Domain. He is not building 
hospitals or schools but an arena for 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic which already is a problem will be a nightmare; the traffic pattern at Atlantic, Flatbush and 4th Avenue is  

overburden now; it can take up to 20 minutes just to go 10 blocks in rush hour; there is no infrastructure to 
handle an even bigger popula 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic; the effect of constructing arenas on the small businesses; overwhelming population to police, fire and 
schools; the polarization effect on very high prices with low income families 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I'm concerned about the overwhelming scale of the project and its relation to the surrounding neighborhoods. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The huge scale of the project will create traffic, pollution, and parking problems on a daily basis and even more 

severe problems during arena events. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The ongoing effects of long term construction in the area should be studied with regard to other large scale 
development proposed in the area (fourth avenue corridor, Downtown Brooklyn rezoning....) 

 
Respondent Number 304 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic and transportation problems. The streets are already congested and on the street parking is already 
difficult. Public transportation is strained. Addressing these needs adequately would require millions of tax 
dollars that could be better spent el 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

An honest objective assessment should be made of already existing problems and the additional burdens 
imposed by this development should be disclosed. The existing streets cannot accomodate the influx that 
would occur.  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 305 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic is my main worry.   My hous is on Dean St. & between Bond & Nevns), about four blocks from the 
arena. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Dean Street is always stressed by trffic, as many drivers come off the Brooklyn Bridge, drive down Boerum 

Place, and then turn left on Dean.  There is a lot of noise and unsafe driving. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic calming solutions, i.e., speed bumps  Quality of life issues enforcement (against  honking nd blaring 
stereos) 

 
Respondent Number 306 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

That Bloomberg didn't include community organizations so the relationship is an unmitigated relationship 
(without Democratic party). 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If community isn't included in process, DYP will jump in and control it for themselves. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? We should have non-partisal municipal electors and independent voices for all schools, educatio, healthcare. 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 191 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 307 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

This is one issues.  Issues usually end up being controlled or bought off by the two major prties. What is these 
groups doing about chnging the political process -- because without changing the political culture, nothing will 
be changed. Where are these g 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? When you decide to move beyond Rtner debates, and thinking bigger, call us!! 

 
Respondent Number 308 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Traffic congestion from Park Slope to Bridges  * Displacemet of renters and owners from houses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Already congested streets become more congested.  * No affordable housing for displaced residents. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? ? 
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Respondent Number 309 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Water supply for increased development throughout the area  * Pedestrian passage through the 
development   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Increased prices on water bills  * A development wall that divides Ft. Greene and Park Slope 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* I have no idea what the answers to the water problem is, except conservation in the new development  * 
Porous passage built into the plan 

 
Respondent Number 310 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Local businesses being displaced by the entry of national corporations. The creaion of a real estate market 
where the highest bidder moves in rather than those invested in the long-term cultural health of a unique and 
diverse local community. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Left blank 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Left blank 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I think the proposed project is radically out of scale with the neighborhood/s it is near. It will forever alter 
Brooklyn's skyline and erase views of the clocktower. It will certainly lead to traffic nightmares at Brooklyn's 
major crossroads, the Atlanti 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The Brooklyn that many of us have known and loved will be forever ruined -- or the benefit of a sports 

franchise and wealthy developer. 
  

Idealy, he would take he sport team somewhere else, and develop amuch smaller amount of housing -- 
primarily low-cost housing to benefit people in Brooklyn. The developments he has already created in Brooklyn 
are realy ugly. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 312 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking, traffic and noise, and other disturbances on game nights. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Disturbances at night  Vandalism  Inconvenience to me and my family 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Effects of stadiums and residential/commercial development in established neighborhoods. 
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Respondent Number 313 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic  * Parking  * Access to other parts of Brooklyn from Ft. Greene  * Residents and homeowners being 
displaced  * Air quality  * Skyscrapers cutting off light 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Traffic james -- huge and already bad enough  * Displaced residents  * Lack of light for residents 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Resident parking permits  Cutting back on scope of project  Creating more green space and thoroughfares 

 
Respondent Number 314 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Air pollution -- during the process of construction AND forever. The area is already overcongested with traffic 
and noise.  * Loss / change / destruction of AUTHENTIC INTEGRATED cultures -- in terms of race, class, 
sexual orientation  * Destruction of u 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Modernization of architecture. LOSS OF HISTORICAL AESTHETIC  * Overcrowding  * Influxof 

visitors/tourists, not local residents  * Permanent loss of skyline.  * Exclusion of rsidents who already live here  
* Health problems for local residents 

  
* Reduce scale of project -- no skyscrapers over a height that rlates to he area (5-8 stories?)  * Place values of 
beauty, clean air, authentic organic development over those of money, consumerism, mallification of America  
* Reduce size of plns -- in ter 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic  * Arena will be like a big dead spot.  Also, Ratner's existing projects are ugly.  * A lost opportunity to 
link Ft. Greene, Prospect Heights across this area.  * Too much new housing with no addition of public 
services. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Already, there is no parking at any time.  Traffic jams.  * Blight develops around the arena.  * This new 

deveopment sits apart from the surrounding neighborhoods.  * Too many people, too much crowding. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Traffic and parking  * Arenas in ther cities  * Study other areas. This area seems heavily populated now.  * 
Consider fewer building with less height. Every vacant lot is now being built on -- in addition to these plans. 

 
Respondent Number 316 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

TRAFFIC!!!  Flatbush and Atlantic are FULL now!  Not enough paking for 7300 apartments, each of which will 
have a car (or two). 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Terminal gridlock  * Isolated fortress with NO rellation to surroundings. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Drop it -- go away. 

 © 2005 October 25, 2005 



Page 196 of 316 CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards  
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 317 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic!!  One can barely move/breathe as it is in downtown Brooklyn. The bornstone areas around the 
deveopment would be totally overcome with traffic, pedestrians and congestion. Who wants to live next door to 
a stadium?  Do you? Ratner? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It will destroy Brooklyn as we know it, and it won't be for the better. As above, traffick, pollutio, high rents 

(alrleady too high), displaced small (unque) businesses, less neighborhood feel (that's why we love Brooklyn!), 
trashy streets from stadium, e 

  
How but NO stadium!  Why 20 skyscrapers? This is not Manhattan -- it's Brooklyn.  * Smaller in scale, 
residential, personal.  * How about more park space?    * Better plans for traffic, or how about ANY plans for 
traffic.  Perhaps Ratner & Co. should try  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 318 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Downtown traffic.  Concerned about accidents (physical body) cars. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Build some other place. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement /sky-high ents  Community parking  Housing   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Rent increases / landlord greed  Gaining access to the list for the affordable apartments 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? * Hire watchdogs who have ear in the community.  * Visit with some of the local churches 

 
Respondent Number 320 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *Displacement of neighborhood residents, businesses  * Traffic congestion  * Changing Brooklyn's skyline 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Massive traffic jams  * Resident without shelter  * Displacement of businesses  * Brooklyn  a suburb of 

Manhattan 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? The effects lof poiints listed above ... ithin a two-mile radius. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Lack of public review prcess -- avoiding ULURP  * Phony CBA agreement instead of general review  * 
Racially divisive campaign  * Use of public funds subsidizing development  * No eminent domain 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * City for sale - behind-the-scenes deal-making with our tax dollars  * Out-of-scale, incompatible project with 

commuhiy 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Studied?  No -- Pt it through ULURP -- disclose financial relationships with CBA groups  * Impacts should ge 
disclosed through genuine process 

 
Respondent Number 322 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm concerned about excessive community opposition resulting in economic stagnation and an inability for 
developmental progress. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The consequences include a housing shortage, high unemployment, high crime and a blighted neighborhood. 
  

The city's laws that give undue powers to parties that have no ownership or legitimate claim to a development 
process. There should be a study to measure the negative economic and social impact these obstructionist 
laws and practices create. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Shadows will overtake surrounding neighborhoods  2. Bulk of project is too large for the area - community 
services can not support the scale of the project.  How will the neighborhoods surrounding the project change 
to accomodate the project - I feel t 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1.  The brownstone brooklyn neighborhoods will be forced to develop into more Manhttan type areas - people 

move to Brooklyn to get away from the skyscrapers of Manhattan - neighborhoods are being ruined by 
developers looking to make large amounts of money 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1.  Reduce scale of project so it respects the surrounding environment and neighborhoods and won't tax the 
existing communities school system / sewage system / and traffic patterns.  2.   

 
Respondent Number 324 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. increased vehicular traffic in an already congested area    2. loss of the distinctive and human scale of  the 
neighborhood.    3. Major public investment in a project that primarily benefits private developers 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Unhealthy, dangerous, unpleasant environment.  Reduced success for small business entities due to loss of 

street life and spiraling commercial real estate values. Plus the attendant loss of quality jobs for our residents.    
2. The end of an unpreceden 

  
1. Traffic consequences of the new development must be studied. If the Ratner development continues--which 
I ardently hope it does not--we must look at ways of reducing traffic to the area. This mean road infrastructure 
that limits vehicular access to the 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. Too much vehicular traffic!  2. Overcrowding in parks and subways.  3. Loss of small business to chain 
stores. Loss of cheap commercial real estate in which to grow small business.   4. Loss of human scaled, 
mixed use neighborhood. New development out  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Asthma, dead and injured pedestrians and cyclists, noise, loss precious public space to vehicles. Unsafe 

streets for children. Vehicular traffic kills street life.     2. Fort Greene Park will become overcrowded. It will be 
more unpleasant to take the  

  
1. is another vehicle on the road. Space currently allocated for vehicles should be given over to pedestrians, 
bicycles etc., like is being done in Paris, London, Copenhagen. Amsterdam etc. Driving to the neighborhood 
should be made more difficult. Taking 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 326 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am afraid that the traffic that is already a nightmare in and around that area will get worse.      I used to live in 
that neighborhood and still go there regularly.  I believe the nature and character of the neighborhood will be 
forever damaged.  The A 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Transportation    I don't know how one studies character. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic will be impossible 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Total, complete gridlock in downtown  Pollution, noise - destruction of Brooklyn's quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Take out all that luxury housing (with those owners' higther share of car ownership). 

 
Respondent Number 328 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Where will all these wealthy people come from?  You are planning huge luxury buildings, but they will be 
vacant -- just like what they did in Detroit! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Creates a wastland - no one will liv there! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Take out all the buildings!  Build a park! 
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Respondent Number 329 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement  Traffic  Effect on infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Change this area for the WORSE 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? NO high-rises  NO arena 

 
Respondent Number 330 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Large bad overdevelopment -- not in keeping with brownstone neighborhood feel 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Failure of infrastructure  Loss of small businesses 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Start over!   Make sense! 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? TRAFFIC  Crime amd ;otter 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More traffic      ---    Lower quality of   More crime     --      life in downtown  More litter ---          Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Pay taxes  Cut down on size of project 

 
Respondent Number 332 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1) Displacement of viable businesses  2) Increase in traffic throughoutthe downtown Brooklyn area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1)  'Manhattanization' of downtown Brooklyn  2) Routine gridlock throughout downtownBrooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 1)  Lisen to critics of this disastrous plan 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Traffic congestion and accompanying noise and poluion  2)  'Neighborhood' Brooklyn turns into cocnrete 
high-rise  Brooklyn 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1)  Gridlock from west end of Atlantic Ave. in downtown  Brooklyn, through to Grand Army Plaza  2)  Altered 

sense of community - more crime 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1)  Create extensive parking for residents and discourage event parking by developing more mass transit  2)  
Work more publicspace into the plan that would become destination for  Brooklynites 

 
Respondent Number 334 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Dramatic increase in population  * Effect on small businesses  * Impact on schools, police and fire services  * 
Loss of parking, traffic& transportation issues 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overall decrease in quality of life 
  

* The number of units should be reduced  * Height and number of skyscrapers should be reduced  * Public 
open space should be included in plans  * Adequate parking needs to be addressed  * Schools, police and fire 
services need to be considered 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 336 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic and air pollution in the BAY area and all surrounding neighborhoods for a radius of three miles 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Pedestrian and resident safety, health and well-being. 
  

Existing auto exhaust levels in BAY area and surrounding areas, existing auto/pedestrian accident levels, and 
stringent analysis and review of x-times increased traffic and exhaust.     Basic quality of life will be affected on 
a shortterm and longterm ba 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Sewage treatment 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Substantially increased flow of untreated sewage into our public waterways whenever rain or snow-melt 

overwhelm our existing liqiud treatment facilities. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Study all sewage infrastructure serving the BAY area to determine existing capacities and determine effects of 
proposed project on current operations. Then spell out specific treatmant facilities needed. 

 
Respondent Number 338 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic and pedestrian congestion and isolation of neighborhoods to result from creation of superblock with the 
demapping of Carlton, Pacific Streets and Sixth Avenue in vicinity of BAY. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People and autos will be forced to share reduced space, therebye increasing dangerous encounters resulting 

in accidents.    Quality of life will diminish with inability to circulate freely within a standard city street grid. 
  

Studied should be the effects of superblocks elswhere, such as the World Trade Center, which, due to 
experience, will restore some streets in its reconstruction.    Studied also should be the very specific effects on 
all surroung streets and avenues of in 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1.  The process.  The bidding process did not seem fair and FCR was paying off the main group that 
supported the CBA.    2. The lack of political leadership.  This project was also FAR BIGGER than just a 
basketball stadium.  As Marshall Brown (of the UNIT 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Buildings that are too tall.  Totally changing the feel of the neighborhood.    2.  Principle.  It has become an 

example of the rich developer using margainally-legal tactics to fabrcate support while the genuine community 
suffers. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1.  Other alternatives to develop the site.  Don't give up!  This is not a done deal.  The FCR project doesn't 
have to go through.    2.  The demands of other neighborhood organizations. 

 
Respondent Number 340 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The Ratner project is out of character for this area and not conducive to quality of life for anybody. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Disminuation of quality of life for many particularly for all neighboring communities.  Dislocaztion of many 

residents who pioneered the area in the first place. 
  

The Ratner project should be scrapped, and replaced by a project respecting guidelines, such as a maximum 
height of 12 stories. Tis project should be offered to architectural firms competitively and approved by a 
consensus of community organizations and n 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 341 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic into Brooklyn on Flatbush Avenue is currently out of control, particularly on weekend nights. With this 
project, traffic through Fort Greene will be increased. People attending events will seek free parking in nearby 
residential neighborhoods. Sub 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Packed streets means bus service runs poorly and unreliably in Fort Greene. Residents cannot return home 

easily to Brooklyn on weekends, and taxis often do not pick up travelers going from Brooklyn to Manhattan. As 
current residents of Fort Greene, we oft 

  
Why isn't MTA weekend service reliable?  Why isn't MTA selling the land at market price?  Why is the MTA 
increasing the price of tickets for commuters if it's selling land at half its value?  Why are Brooklyn streets so 
packed?  Why don't Brooklyn buses r 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 342 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Too muich traffic, especially on Atlantic Ave. and Flatbush Ave  * No parkingon streets or local residents  * 
School over-crowding  * Over-extension of police, fire and other city services  * Overcrowded subway trains 
and LIRR 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Side streets get backed up nd become noisy and dirty from pollution  * Increased asthma and disease  * Not 

enough police, fire protection in area - slow response times to energencies 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Taffic flow  Reduce size of project  Addition of new police and fire precinct houses  Disease reltionship to 
increased pollution  Increase transit services - especially on A & C lines and LIRR 
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Respondent Number 343 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic congestion, poluion therefrom  * Noise, dirt, inconvenience during costruction  * Nghttime noise from 
traffic and crowds visiting  * Unsavory characters (and patrons)  * VERY densely developed area with no real 
logic or vision  * Influx of peopl 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * An extremely dificult-to-naviate area, chaotic patterns  * The new arts library, and arts district will be 

overwhelmed or neglected  * Crime  * More litter and mess  * More difficult area maintenace    COMMENT:  I 
used to work near Madison Square Gaden, 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Not develop the area on anything like the scape envisioned and in away that has a very different character.   
I vehemetly oppose this project. 

 
Respondent Number 344 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Expansing beyond the train of order  Hugeness of buildings will destro the vie. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People will be displaced.  Vale of property will go down. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Design a park to cover the train yards. 
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Respondent Number 345 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Effrect on traffic and transportation  Neighborhood character and displacement  Insignificent services 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Air pollution  * Traffic accident  * Unrest  * Noise  * Crowding  * Crime  * Unhappiness  * Degraded quality of 

life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

No sports arena  Limit height of apartment buildings  Limit number of buildings  Completely overhaul subway 
station  More open space 

 
Respondent Number 346 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Parking  * Schools  * Control of commercial rents -- don't put small businesses out of work 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Congestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Add more garage spaces  Try notto close streets  Reasonable commercial rents 
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Respondent Number 347 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic congestion -- pollutoin increase from auto emissions  * Subway congestion, overcrowding  * Lack of 
parking  * People urinating in the streets  * Drunk and belligerant people 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Quality of life dstroyed  * Pollution -health problems  * Increased crime  * Filth 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Do not build statium in this neighborhood -- other places are better.  It doesn'tbelong here.  Vastly scale down 
the project!! 

 
Respondent Number 348 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? All of the potential aress of impact listed above, plus increase in air polllution, rats, etc. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? General lack of public services  Displacement of resident, especially small businesses - bankruptcy  Major air 

pollution increase  Sanitation  Traffic and parking problems 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Natashe Harsh 
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Respondent Number 349 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm worried about the amount of trafic from the sports arena. The overwhelming of the surrounding 
neighborhoods by 7300 apartments.  The use of eminent domain and city tax dollars for personal profit. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I think this is the start of destruction of the whole area, including much of Boerum Hill. It would mean providing 

all sorts of services w don't have -- schools, fire, police, mass transit. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? I think he shouldfind another place to develop. 

 
Respondent Number 350 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Traffic and pollution. The traffic jams on Atlantic Ave. are already terrible, nd watching the elderly and infirm 
attempt to negotiate that avenue is heart-stopping.  * Destructio of a unique, ethnicaly diverse community and 
replacement by a big, blanc 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I don't understand who is going to pay for whopping social costs.  Scools, sewer systems -- even the public 

library will be inadequate. What are the cost of having a fire department capable of dealing with a blaze in a 
high-rise building?  Who pays?  Atla 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

If the project should exist at all, itshould be much, MUCH smaller and LOWER.  Wha is this hyper-phallic need 
to stick up the most? 
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Respondent Number 351 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Traffic confgestion for events  * Parking for new residential units  * Height of proposed towers 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Incrased traffic on already dangerously congested streets.  Flatbush and Atlantic are apparetly poorly 

planned/designed for existing traffic/parking. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic patterns  Traffic calming  Increasing trransit access (safety and places to wait for the bus)  Study how 
much shadow will be cast in evening and winter months 

 
Respondent Number 352 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Parking and traffic  * Noise  * Landmark neighborhoods of Prospect Heights & Fort Greene  * *Impact on 
hyousing costs - less diversity  * Displacement of small bsinesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Difficulty in finding parking and in navigating the area for residents  * Pedestrian 'dead-zones' without the 

small business streetscape thgat makes NYC neighborhood vital and safe  * Loss of the carm and speial 
personality of Brooklyn's brownstone neig 

  
* Design of the complex at street level should include small retail spaces which are affordable to non-chain 
stores  * Inclusion of midd-income housing -- more than the current plan  * Parking garages  * Reduce height 
of the skyscrapers 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 353 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Skyscraper which are too large and out of scale with the existing neighborhood  * Too many buildings 
concentrated in the designated area  * Increase in traffic,crime, pollution  * Decrease in the quality of life 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Increase in crime, noise, congestion  * Overcrowding -- 7000 apartments are too many  * Massive buidings in 

a brownstone-dominated area  * Decrease in the overall quality of lif  * Manhattan-type buidings in unique 
Brooklyn 

  
* Do not build the arena -- the area is too concentrated for a building of this scape  * The residential and 
commercial buildings should be limited to 6-8stories  * Ratner should look at Queens as a viable option for the 
arena 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 354 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic  Overcrowding  Noise pollution  Air pollution  Lack of sufficient public services and schoolng for 
increased population 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Traffic jams, as well as overcrowding, cause stress and frustration which can have a negative impact on the 

health of the community / diminished quality of life  * Children may be denied nerby schooling 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Scale down  * Move to a less populated, less busy area  * Build new highways to accommodat increased 
traffic 
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Respondent Number 355 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion in the surrounding neighborhoods 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Difficulty for people who live near the stadium (e.g., in Fort Greene) to carry on their daily activities, getting to 

and from work, shopping, etc.) 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Careful study of the traffic flow.   Provide adequate parking, but discourage driving with high parking fees and 
low-cost public transportation. 

 
Respondent Number 356 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Increased traffic congestion at Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues -- both during the time of construction and 
afterwards 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Incrased pollution  * Increased street damage  * Increased littering  * Increased road rage 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Increase number of competent traffic cops  Redirect t6raffic  Limit construction vehicles to other streets 
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Respondent Number 357 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*Traffic increase  *Destruction of adjoining neighborhoods and businesses due to difficulies with traffic parking 
and general access  * Already crowded subways will be overtaxed  * Loss of small family-owned BROOKLYN 
businesses, replaced by chain stores   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? See above (especially the details) 
  

* Scale down (radically) the size of the project and buildings  * Plan for massive improvement of adjoining 
subway stations and ways for stadium crowd to park outside the area and subway  * Allow displaced 
bsinesses to redevelop their own sites in the com 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 358 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The development is too massive, taking no account of the neighborhood, its residents, or the impact on 
lifestyle in and around the site. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Crime  Traffic  Lower real estate values 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Even M. Markowitz admits trafficc is an unknown. We need a smallere, more site-appropriae project. 
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Respondent Number 359 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I don't understand how the current streets can handle more auto traffic.  Fourth Ave. and Atlantic Ave. are 
already congested.  I also worry about he changing character of the neighborhoods around the development, 
too.  Also,the project brings new residen 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The quality of life in the whole area, from Brooklyn Heights to Prospect Heights, will decline. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Make the project MUCH smaller.  Improve roads  De-emphasize parking  Work with he city to add public 
services 

 
Respondent Number 360 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic congestion!  The area in question is already congested.  We foresee perpetual gridlock and pollution  
* Parking for neighborhood residents will be scace       Parking issues:  Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Terminal 
deveopment has alrady resulted in ou 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More traffic brings more pollution (air and nois), and will complicate already difficult parking opportunities for 

neighborhood residents. The Atlantic Ave. subway is already overcrowded and we fear will be paralyzed by 
this development. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

1)  Eliminate the sports complex, which will eliminate overflow crowds in the area.  2) Scale down the project. 
The current desin is too high and too dense for the area, and its  neighboring communities. 
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Respondent Number 361 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Traffic / parking  2) Flow between Ft Greene / Prospect Heights and Prospect Park  3) Helping create a 
high-income-only neighborhood  4) Detrimental effect on local businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1)  Flatbush Ave, Carlton Ave. & Vanderbilt Ave. are all major thoroughfares connecting various parts of 

Brooklyn (Prospect Heghts, Park Slops, as well as areas beyond he Park and south down 4th Ave) withFt. 
Greene. The Nacy Yard and Manhattan beyond thes 

  
Mr. Ratner should be forced to scale back his plan significantly. He should be forced tobuild it with his 
investors' money instead of state taxes. He shyldbe forced to create something that fits into the existing 
neighborhoods in scale and aesthetics. He  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 362 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

BAY will put enormous strain on the surrounding neighborhoods. The development is completely out of 
character with the small rsidences and businesses in the ara.  The infrastructure -- parking, police, schools, 
can't handle the influx of nw residents and  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Tremdnous strain on the surrounding neighborhoods and a fundamental change in their character. This area 

can't handle the crowds that will likely ensue during ball games. Area scools are already overtaxed and 
function poorly. The severng of Carlton Ave, a 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic patterns  Transportation issues.  Ratner's track record as a developer who completes (or doesn't 
complet) proects, using publucmoney for enormous personal profit.  Effect of development in schools, law 
enforcement, air quality, and economic divesi 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Thelocation of the arena  * The validty of eminent domain  -- to transfer such a large tract to one man 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

3 Oct 05 SEQRA (State Environmetal Quality Review Act) form regard Atlantic Yards concerns       I believe 
that one sports complex attenpt at the hub at Atlantic and Flatbush Aves. is enough. Eminent domain was 
used for landbanking -- total demolition for 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 364 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I don't think the Nets Arbna should be permited to develo, because it is going to kill these communities. It is 
also going to turn this into a Lincoln Center. I also think that Bloomberg and Ratner are closet racists. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Thisdevelopment will lead to the creation of a lily white expensive area. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? I think the Nets Arena should be killed and the housing downscaled to a very small area. 
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Respondent Number 365 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Ratner's community will be a sterile isolated community between two active growing communities - namely 
Fort Greene and Prospect Heights. Outsiders will not be able to walk through the new development. Its 
amenities wil be restricted to those who live the 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Ratner should not be allowed to de-map streets. Every building shyould have ground-level commecial space 

with stores that are open to all. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 366 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Ratner's project will result in a los of light and sky views. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This area will feel like parts of Manhattan that are constantl in the shade. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The Yards area should be developed, but the scale should be 10-12 stories at most.  Ways must exist to keep 
Ratner from imposing moreof the ugliness he has built so far. 
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Respondent Number 367 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am very concerned about he SIZE and SCOPE of the proposed development. I think it will bring too many 
new peo9ple (residents, workers and arena visitors), more than the neighborhood can handle. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1)  Traffic congestion  2)  Vehicle/pedestrian fatalities  3)  Filthier streets  4)  An extremely ugly, oversized 

development that is out of character with the neighborhood, decreasing property values. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

SHRINK, REDUCE the size of the project!!!  Aside from the arena, none of the structuresshouldbe taller than 
any of the existing structures in Prospect Heights. 

 
Respondent Number 368 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic  People having to give up their home  Change in neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loss of neighborhood 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Give up the plan  Make a cultural institution instead -- not destroy houses 
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Respondent Number 369 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Increased population density  * Increased environmental  degradation  * Increased stress on already 
stressed infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Congestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? SMALL projects 

 
Respondent Number 370 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Displacement of long-term and low-income / moderate income residents, and elders  * Increased policing / 
survillance, leding to targeting of youth of color 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Above  * Decreases in affordable housing throughout   * Destruction of sust5ainable options for low-income 

people 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Set aside over 50% for low-income New Yorkers 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Using eminent domain to displacde long-term residents for a private, profit-driven enterprise  * The MTA 
selling its lnd for far under the market vale, when the MTA is already struggling financially  * driving small local 
businesses out  * Increased tra 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Small locally-owned businesses will e displaced  * Traffic, noise, and environmental impact will be worse.  * 

Residents (from individuals to families) will be forced out of their homes. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

*Create more low-income housing  * Include park spaces (green space in the project)  * Pay a fair settlement 
to anyone willing to move  * Not force those unwilling to move 

 
Respondent Number 372 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Dislocaion of residents  More traffic  Chain establishments will open 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Consult the community 
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Respondent Number 373 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacemnt of families  Traffic congestion  Lous sports fans 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? See above 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Lower volume development  Scale project as necessar 

 
Respondent Number 374 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Increased traffic in the neighborhood -- dureing and after construction  * Loss of bsinesses and amnities  * 
Overcrowding in neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Taffic jams  Congestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Decrase the scale of the project  Improve public transportation 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Displacing residents  * Traffic overload 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Invasion of beer-swilling, burping jocks 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Abandon it!! 

 
Respondent Number 376 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Too much traffic   Continued 'strip maill-ization' of area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Less character  Decreased property values 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? More green space  Feer chains 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Taffic  congestoin  Transporation congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overburdened subway  Huge traffic jams at Atlantic and Flatbush -- ALREADY dangerous inersections 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale down project, or move to another site 

 
Respondent Number 378 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Too many people  Buildings too high  Congestion  Noise pollution 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Gridlock  Pollution  Change the character of the neighborhood 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Lower buildings  Attention to number of units -- the less the better 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 227 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic increases during and after construction  Noise from construction 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Lowewr quality of life  Massive traffic jams  Overcrowded trains  Manhattan rents in Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Pay to fix and upgrade existing traffic infrastructure.  Set aside large percentage of housing for low and 
moderate income citizens. 

 
Respondent Number 380 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1)  Policing  2)  Scools  3)  Public amenities  4)  Botanical gardens 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Disaster.   Increased density of population 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? * Make smaller projects  * Develop infrastructure prior to reting projects 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Displacement of current residents (for what appears to me to be a commercial rather than civil perogative)  * 
Traffic/transit congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Families moved out of their homes against teir will, nd without adequate provision or compensation  * A 

gross change to the character of the neighborhood without the infrastructure to support the change. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

*  Provide housing for anyone whose homes are taken  * Keep the scale of this development human and 
modest enough to e sustainable without riding roughshod over the existing neighborhoods. 

 
Respondent Number 382 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Traffic  * How the bids were handled 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Overcrowded 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? * Make it a fair process 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 229 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 383 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Too much traffic  Beieve developers and politicians will not live up to the promises that they make, such as 
jobs for those who live in the neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Have a real compromise in quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Much more willing to compromise 

 
Respondent Number 384 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Further displacement of low-income residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Homelessness 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Provide good affordable housing 
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Respondent Number 385 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion  Change in character of surrounding neighborhoods 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Lower qality of iving in Brooklyn  Rsing rnt 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Build it smaller, more appropriate to the community 

 
Respondent Number 386 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic  Displaced home andapartment owners 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Higher rents  / unequal home values 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Provde for low-income residents  First houses to misplaced residents at face value 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 231 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 387 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Gentrification 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Homelessness 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Proide adequate housing for working poor 

 
Respondent Number 388 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? People who have livd in the area for years will be put out 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loss of homes 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Make affordable homes for the people who are currently in the area 
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Respondent Number 389 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic  Take over of unnecessary buildings 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Many will move away  HOUsing prices will fall 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Only develop land needed for the arena 

 
Respondent Number 390 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic   Coingestion  Overbuilding   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decreasing quality of life  Increased pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

LIMIT THE SIZE OF THE PROJECT.  Compensate the people of the neighborhood fopr the environmental 
impact  Create a REAL traffic plan 
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Respondent Number 391 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic problems  Community businesses being overrun 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The 'new city' will turn our brownstone Brooklyn into another Manhattan 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Downsize, downsize, downside -- add more green open space for communjity -- basically listen to the people 
that already live here. 

 
Respondent Number 392 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic infrastructure  *  Subway improvements  * Open  *  Programmoing of uses is questionabe 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Overpopulation of that area without improved resources 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? *  Pledge to provide funds to alleviate problems 
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Respondent Number 393 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestoin  Displacement of long-term residents  Impact on rnt prices  The unfortunate change to the 
beautiful character of our neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? All of the problems I have listed above 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Compensate residents at or above current market values (at least)  * Scale down the towers  *  Keep some 
semblance of the architectural style 

 
Respondent Number 394 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Affordable housing  *  Traffic   *  Crime 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Left blank 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Left blank 
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Respondent Number 395 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic impact  *  Hsing increases 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Increased traffic in congestedd Atlantic/Flatbush corridors  Increased suppply may actually help 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Provde less visitor parking to encourage mass trasit use 

 
Respondent Number 396 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Nets tickets too expensive 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Density 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Cheap tickets to long-time Brooklyn residents 
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Respondent Number 397 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned aboutthe trend in NY to create more luxury housing, without much consideration for middle-
income families 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn will become more like Soho, Tribeca, etc. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Left blank 

 
Respondent Number 398 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? * Scale  *  Density  *  Impact  *  Land value 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Negatively transforming surrounding residential zones 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce the density to R-8 
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Respondent Number 399 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic   *  Too much high-rise construction  *  Traffic jams   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Traffic jams  *  Ruining he river view 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Eliminate high-rises  Traffic inflexible (?) 

 
Respondent Number 400 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much traffic 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce its size  Fix Flatbush Avenue 
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Respondent Number 401 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic /congestion  *  More people coming to the arena 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It will alter the community's future a little 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't know. 

 
Respondent Number 402 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Traffic flow and anagement.  There are seveal tricky inhtersections in that area  *  Population density  *  
Rush hour people traffic - maor pblic transportation jundtion lreaedy overcrowded 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  More traffic deaths  *  Overcrowding  *  Diminished quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Proper public discourse  True community involvement (i.e., no more give-aways!) 
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Respondent Number 403 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Traffic, especially after games  (not a 'nice' crowd -- I used to work near Madison Square Garden, and the 
patrons terrified me). 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Honking  *  Late night noise  *  Loud radios, etc. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Not include stadium  Rplace with low to middle-class housing 

 
Respondent Number 404 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The project is out of scale.  Transportation hubs can't handle the increased traffic population. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding  Traffic jams  Overcrowded subways 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Forget it! 
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Respondent Number 405 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Harder to travel through already congested Atlantic and Flatbush area. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce size -- or bettr yet, eliminate stadium. 

 
Respondent Number 406 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic  *  Displacement of people, small businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Worse traffic  Prices too high for middle-income people 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? SCALE DOWN!  Eliminate the stadium  
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Respondent Number 407 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? *  Traffic  *  Displacing residents  *  Loss of quality of life for neighbors 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? *  Griclock  *  Crowded neighborhood unable to handle influx of people 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? *  Plan for parking and housing for the displaced  *  Plan to keep ars off neighborhood streets 

 
Respondent Number 408 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Overcrowding  *  Traffic problems  *  Destruction of family neighborhood  *  Overdevelopment with 
taxpayers' money 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decline in quality of life for people who ive in community; these problems will be irreversible. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Ratner should have serious discussions with the affected community to reach a compromise on scale of 
development 
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Respondent Number 409 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Can't get home from work! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Work with MTA -- more subways to accommodate 

 
Respondent Number 410 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Traffic  *  Infrastructure overload  *  Overtaxed services  *  Favoritism of large corporations over sall 
businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Deterioration of our quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Downsize it 
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Respondent Number 411 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Too much traffic -- too many people  Change in qualty of Brooklyn life in surrounding neighborhoods 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic jams  Chnging nature of surrounding neighborhoods 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Stop deveop -- or if that's not possible, keep development  in line with Brooklyn 

 
Respondent Number 412 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am concerned about the carrying capacity of the area: transportation, traffic, open space, pedestrian traffic, 
social service facilities (schools, hospitals, etc.)...   

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The arena is a high-volume facility.  On top of this, the new residential towers will create a huge pressure on 

the existing infrastructure of the community.  It will create hardships for existing residents, but also for new 
residents. 

  
An accurate assessment of what the carrying capacity of the neighborhood is:  -Traffic  -Transit  -Pedestrian 
flows  -Open Space needs  -Schools/Hospitals/Community facilities    Both a use impact and a fiscal impact.  
The use impact should study the quan 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 413 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 1.Massive skyscrappers out of character with neighborhood bringing incredible congestion. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?  significant increase in traffic congestion that is already problemattic, significant increase in air and noise 

pollution due to traffic and construction that wil continue for years, displacement of people of color who are 
long term residents    

  
This project should be significantly downsized. The combination of arena and residential traffic will create a 
quality of life nightmare for Pros. Hghts., Pk. Slp., Ft. Greene, Boerum Hill, Crwn. Hghts., Bed. Stuy and 
negatively impact all of Brooklyn. No 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 414 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I live and own a home in Prospect Heights, on St. Marks Avenue, just a few blocks away from the proposed 
site.  I have many concerns about this proposed project, but most importantly, it is the influx of people, traffic, 
noise and congestion that it will  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Already, as mentioned above, the entire area where the site is proposed is congested, full of cars, noise, 

people (without adequate sidewalks and walkways to handle them, which is dangerous) and dirt and pollution.  
A much more resident-friendly project s 

  
The traffic situation, congestion, noise, environmental impacts of the cars (pollution), environmental impact of 
bringing in thousands of new residents, as proposed, and most importantly, the environmental impact of 
building a stadium and shopping complex 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 415 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I'm worried about our community being over crowded with people.  Too many people from outside the 
community could come in and cause too much crime, trash, and noise 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? this could result in lower property values, crime, trash, and noise pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? the impact on large stadiums in communities 

 
Respondent Number 416 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

(1) Traffic  (2) Noise (of construction, and afterward)  (3) Impact on longtime neighborhood residents (rent 
increases due to gentrification, etc.)  (4) Loss of Brooklyn's not-Manhattan vibe 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? (1) Less of a neighborhoody feel  (2) Auto congestion, less ease of pedestrian movement  (3) Further 

economic segregation based on rising rents 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 417 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Congestion    Unwanted, unsightly buildings that are out of place with the rest of the neighborhood. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much traffic, people in the neighborhood who don't care about the neighborhood.  Increased traffic. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Whether it's appropriate to plunk down a 20,000 seat stadium and 60-story apartment buildings in a low rise 
neighborhood. 

 
Respondent Number 418 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I am worried about traffic congestion, affordable housing and employment. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The traffic in downtown Brooklyn is already horrendous, surely this project will make it worse and result in an 

increase in fatalies as well as non fatal accidents, and an increase in air pollutants.    As for housing I am 
worried about current residents  

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Traffic Patterns    Hosuing stock    Unemployed persons, especially those that are invisible b/c they are not 
receiving any type of benefits. 
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Respondent Number 419 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Displacement of local businesses and residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People with a vested interest in this neighborhood and community, as well as those who have shown a long 

term commitment to a neighborhoods organic revitalization will be a huge loss for the community. The 
replacement of local small businesses by national 

  
Small business incubators to encourage the retention of existing small businesses and the creation of new 
ones. Small scale street front commercial spaces to encourage the character and mix of local business that is 
prevalent in most of the adjacent neigh 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 420 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Maintaining a sense of open space.  I mean not only keeping the skyline relatively open, but to create open 
space for public/pedestrian use and spontaneous gatherings (i.e. markets, street performers, strolling).  
Something like the plaza in front of t 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? If the main thrust of the project is on tech business or the arena, no one will want to live in this area and it will 

become empty and threatening after-hours scaring people away, not inviting them in. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 421 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am worried about traffic congestion on FLatbush and Atlantic Avenue and all the adjacent streets.  I am 
concerned about health effects of increased traffic congestion.    I am concerned about parking in the 
neighborhood which is already difficult and wo 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I believe that health could suffer from increase pollution resulting from increased traffic congestion. Quality of 

life will be serious compromised by lack of parking because of all the new residents and events at the stadium.  
While some people will rely 

  
The planner should study traffic patterns and the likelihood that large number sof people will drive to events at 
the stadium. Unlike Manhattan - the LIRR lobby is barely adequate to handle hundred's of people waiting for 
late night traisn to LI. There ar 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 422 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Scale and density of the proposed project, including an 18,000 seat arena... 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Complete destruction of character of the neighborhood, horrendous traffic, overtaxing of infrastructure, 

unacceptable secondary displacment of the Brooklyn lower and middle class. 
  

The ethnic diversity of the neighborhood, the rental costs when compared to the median income in brooklyn 
(not all of NYC), the amount of traffic that occurs now on the major arteries at 4 p.m., the consequences of 
losing even one intersection to construc 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 423 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The planned residential component will strain every service in the community, completely change the nature of 
the neighborhood, displace viable businesses and create traffic and environmental problems on a large scale. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Downtown becomes congested, overcrowded,   Schools and other services will be overwhelmed.  Current 

viable businesses will be displaced.  The character of this neighborhood will change for the worse. These 
plans are out of scale to the nature of this neig 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The environmental impact should investigate the impact of residential density of this kind on 
schools,traffic,sanitation,pollution, civic life and the vitality of the current community. 

 
Respondent Number 424 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion  Resident displacement 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Horrendous traffic jams  Negative neighborhood feeling loss of identity and sall area feeling 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Left blank 
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Respondent Number 425 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking, paarking, parking  Traffic  Quality of our neighborhood (commercialization) 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Deterioration of neighborhood 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Change neighborhoods from free parking 

 
Respondent Number 426 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 251 of 316 
 
 
Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 427 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Iworry mainly about current long-time residents and small business owners who ight be displaced and 
inadequately compensated.     Also, I'm concerned about the impact on traffic patterns. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Displacement of residents and businesses (see above)  Barriers to through traffic 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Generously compensate displaced residents and business owners.  Carefullly plan traffic patterns to account 
for local through traffic. 

 
Respondent Number 428 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

WAY TOO MANY skyacrapers.  Too many apartments.  Will create traffic problems on the roads and 
subways.  Will force people out of their houses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn will become congested like Manhattan.    I want a small (?) Brooklyn.  I want to be able to drive down 

Flatbush Ave. without even more traffic. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Cut the project down to a quarter of the scale -- if no9t smaller. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 429 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? None 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? None 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Project will improve underdeveloped part of Brooklyn and continue to improve property values in surrounding 
areas. 

 
Respondent Number 430 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Overburdened infrastructure 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decline in quality of life 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Stop 
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Respondent Number 431 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Noise  Pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale back the scope of deveopment  Save the brownstones 

 
Respondent Number 432 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic congestion  Devaluation of property values  Crowds of drunken men attending games. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? He should quit it.  The project supported by Letitia James and Velmanette Montgomery should replace it. 
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Respondent Number 433 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Using eminent domain to replace homes and businesses ... when Ratner already has plenty of property to 
buildon.  Also, his developments are unattractive and way too big. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale down  Build on his current property 

 
Respondent Number 434 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about?   

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Respondent Number 435 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Environment 
* Community garden 
* Displacement of businesses and apartments 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * More traffic 

* Damage to neighborhood 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 436 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

I am handicapped and have a hard time now. With this new situation, it seems no one cares about the elderly 
or handicapped person to e able to cross a street. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? A full study of quality of life issues. 
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Respondent Number 437 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Displacement of residents -- major concern! 
¥ Traffic 
¥ Noise 
¥ No zoned schools for children potentially living in the apartments 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This will change the character of a neighborhood that has been in existence for decades. The apartments will 

block the preserved architectural style. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Let residents' voices be heard! 

 
Respondent Number 438 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

(1)  The poor, elderly, disabled, and low- to middle-income and their collective needs as rgards health care, 
new housing, jobs, etc. 
(2)  Traffic 
(3)  Security 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? (1) How will you affect the above and what are you prepared to do to remediate it fairly? 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

(1) The overall needs of the "partiesÓ affected 
(2)  Include the affected parties' input and base overall decision on their collective will. 
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Respondent Number 439 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic overcrowding unnecessary -- We need affordable housing, parks, less noise, no displacement of 
residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Neighborhood will be devastated. People will lose homes. Ratner will get richer. 
  

Environmental impact 
Traffic impact 
Communuity response 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 440 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Congestion at intersection 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overcrowding 

Reduces quality of life 
Unsafe for families and children 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce scale 
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Respondent Number 441 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic congestion 
Too many people 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Conestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Neighborhood planning, which could include an arena??? -- but clear planning 

 
Respondent Number 442 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Rise in property tax 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Lack of diversity in the area 

Congestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Respondent Number 443 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? People losing their homes ... us, like me, tha live here would have to move, which isn't right. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? We really don't need it! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? We should all get together and go againt it. DON'T NEED IT 

 
Respondent Number 444 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

*  Worried about destroying a beautiful community that is both historical, and destroying something that has 
been preserved 
&*  Worried about the traffic congestion that this project will bring 
*  Destroying businesses that have been part of the community 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This area will become caotic, congested, loss of culture 

*  This project will bring another Manhattan. We already heve one. Many people will lose their homes. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Leave the community as is -- leave it alone. Let it prosper and grow the way it has been. 
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Respondent Number 445 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The use of eminant domain - displacing working clas families and small businesses, for me affluent people and 
massive stores ./ non-local businesses.  
Also concerned about effect on traffic. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Will change the very nature of this neighborhood. The "ManhattanizationÓ of Brooklyn where locals are 

pushed out in favor of generic businesses with no local flavor. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

The creation of a smaller scale development that incorporates local input. Community members love this 
neighborhood, and their thoughts and vision should be considered in any project this large. 

 
Respondent Number 446 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Changes to neighborhood 
Loss of older properties, businesses 
People forced out of homes, businesses 
Too tall buikldings 
Overcrowding of neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Negative change to neighborhood 

People losing homes / livelihoods 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Impact on current residents, long-term changes to neighborhood / Brooklyn 
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Respondent Number 447 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Eviction of homeowners / renters 
Pollution 
Overcrowding ... 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Negative tranfformation of neighborhood 

Forced evictions of hundreds of area residents 
Increased rates of asthma due to traffic ... 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Environmental effect 
Traffic 

 
Respondent Number 448 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* The stadium ISN'T needed 
* The traffic explosion isn't needed 
* Careful, extensive consultation with local residents IS needed 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Developers are running roughshod.  There is no accountability. The scale of the development is grossly over-

size 
  

Traffic flow:  
How many very low - how many low-income units are part of housing which is being created? 
Job creation promises 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 449 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Eminent domain 
Subsidized for-profit building 
Government cronism with for-profit developers 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Destruction of life as we know it in all the idiosyncratic neighborhoods in NYC -- not just Brooklyn -- Bronx, 

Queens and Staten Island also 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

There should be a city-wide moratorium of buiodings so studies can be citywide and include terrorism / storm 
"evacuationÓ plans 

 
Respondent Number 450 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1) Height of buildings 
2) Mass of buildings 
3) Excessive traffic 
5) No parking 
6) Inadequate services for 15,000 new residents 
7) Eminent domain 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? A very poor quality of life in a very adversely changed Downtown Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? LISTEN TO US!!! 
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Respondent Number 451 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The Ratner project is too large for the available services, i.e., subway 
I'm concerned the Williamsburg Savings Bank building will be dwarfed. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Overwhelming the neighborhood community 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce the scale 

 
Respondent Number 452 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Displacement of residents 
Overshadowing of the Williamsburg Bank Building 
Environmental concerns 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Difficulty geting around, accidents 

People losing their place of residence 
Brooklyn losing a piece of its soul 
Health problems 

  
Current and projected traffic 
Original intent of eminent domain laws 
The overall "feelÓ of the neighborhood 
Environmental impact 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 453 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? All of the above, plus a project inconsistent with the scale and neighborhoods already present 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? A disaster for all of the adjoining neighborhoods 
  

Scale it back. 
No stadium. 
No skyscrapers 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 454 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Gentrification 
* Traffic 
* Abuse of eminent domain 
* Environmental degradation 
* Lack of transparency throughout process 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Everyone else sacrificing for the benefit of a billionaire 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Sadly, I do not know. 
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Respondent Number 455 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Congstion -- too many people in a small area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Scale of proiposed buildings ruining the openness of the area 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Open areas and the positive impact it has on mental health of communities 

 
Respondent Number 456 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Oversized development that doesn'tsuit area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce the housing and office buildings and put the stadium on top of Atlantic Center 
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Respondent Number 457 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Insufficient infrastructure - rods, schools, etc. 
Construction that doesn'tseem part of the area, or suitable to area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic 

Too many people 
  

* Environment 
* Traffic 
* Ratner's relationship with the politicians Bloomberg, Pataki, Markowitz, etd. 
* Scale down the housing - use Atlantic Center of build arena 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 458 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic - congestion and pollution resulting from inevitable increase in traffic 
Impact on parking for local residents 
Impact on the character of the neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decrease in air quality due to higher pollution 

Long-time residents displaced 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Fund public transportation initiatives to offset increased traffic 
Employ green building techniques (i.e., solar energy) 
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Respondent Number 459 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Health impact - high rates of chronic lung disease (e.g., asthma) in Brooklyn 
Density  
Necessary(?) city infrastructure and services not being paid for by the perpetrators, but the rest of us. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The community is being ignored; powerlessness leads to despair! 

Wideming the income gap -- inequality also breeds rage. 
Lack of economic (?) 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

STOP IT!!!  Unity Plan instead.   Take this Manhattanization of Brooklyn back, but noteven Manhattan 
deserves this. 

 
Respondent Number 460 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Too manyh people 
The proposed plan calls for too-tall buildings 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic congestion 

Parking problems 
Noise levels elevated 
Higher crime rates 
Lower propeerty values 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Less residential buildings 
Smaller in size 
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Respondent Number 461 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? More car traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More congestion, polution 

Harder for local residents to access local resources 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Include traffic improvement plan as part of building plan 

 
Respondent Number 462 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Evicting people from their homes 
Tax subsidies 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic congestion 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale back the project.Spend his own money - if he requires additional funds, get bank loans. 
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Respondent Number 463 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Residential displacement 
Effect on small businesses 
Traffic, Polllution 
Noise 
Loss of small community feel to the neighborhood 
Overcrowding 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Increased rent / real stte prices 

NOISE 
Disneyficiation of Brooklyn 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Downscale!  give price breaks to small business.  Offer low rent apartments to low- and mid-income residents. 

 
Respondent Number 464 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much traffic 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? ? 
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Respondent Number 465 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Hosing for middle and lower income 
Small stores and businesses forced out 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? New Manhattan 

Superatores - chain stores (malls) 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 466 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Traffic along Atlatic Avenue 
* Parking for residents 
* Destruction of low-rise buildings 
* De-mapping of streets and soul-lkess superblocks 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Overwhelmed strets (anti-pedestrian environment) 

* "Dead zonesÓ around high-rises / superblocks 
  

* Involve community in planning 
* LISTEN to CBs 
* Mirror Hoyt-Schermerhorn Task Force 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 467 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Buildings projected are TOO big -- too many units. No issue with stadium, but the adding of massive housing 
is out of character and TOO big 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Too much traffic, destroying brownstone Brooklyn 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 468 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Griclock 

Pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? He shouldn't start until we know what the problem is! 
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Respondent Number 469 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Displacing REAlv people to make more room for more investment-minded people with money 
* Privating eminent domain 
* Disrupting overall feel of Brooklyn by adding too much in one spot 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Loss of community 

* Griclock 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Focus on the very cool arena 
* Drop the windfall-profits emient-domain housing scheme. 

 
Respondent Number 470 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? No place to go, nd rent too high. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? This will bring the (?) to the neighborhoods. 

This is impact on rents and school. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Better housing nd low-income housing. 
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Respondent Number 471 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

DISPLACEMENT, soaring housing prices 
Parking 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Mayhem (and more of the above) 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Stay away!  Or make provisions that minimally impact current residents -- specifically as it relates to schools 
and municipal services. 

 
Respondent Number 472 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Housing for high-income residewnts only 
Empty high rises (downturn in economy) 
Shut-out of small businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? `Traffic 

Transformation of a low-rise community to a sterile non-neighborhood 
Closing of neighborhood businesses 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Downsize it! 
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Respondent Number 473 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The scale is too large 
Traffic flow will be affected 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Hugh traffic jams 

Congestion 
Overcrowding 

  
Scale back on office towers 
Build to scale with existing neighborhoods 
Build ONLY affordable housing with arena 
Build more parking 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 474 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Abuse of eminent domain 
Traffic 
Destruction of Brooklyn neighborhoods 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? ScalePollution 

Traffic (dangerous leels) 
Wasted public money 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale it back - forget the stadium 
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Respondent Number 475 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Improper use of eminent domain! 
Lack of supporting infrastructure (parking, schools, sanitation, etc. 
Traffic 
Scale -- too large relation to surrounding neighborhoods 
Transportation issues 
Use of taxpayer funds to support the project 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More gridlock than there already is 

More litter than there already is 
More crowing on public transport (already straine) 

  
Scale it down 
Don't take the private property on the site by eminent domain, or use eminent domain to relocate infrastructure 
currently on the site to offsite locations 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 476 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? H will educational demands be supported? 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Additional overcrowding on the current system -- 30, 35, even 40 students in the class 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Give clear objectives to their plans - what they will do. 
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Respondent Number 477 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Increased traffic blocking the surrounding area 
* Adequate infrastructure - schools, police, fire stations, etc. for increased population 
* Subways are already at capacity 
* Quality of life relative to diversity of population in proposed high-rises 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? decrease in quality of vital services 

Long-term decrease in tax base if area is unlivable 
  

Decrease density of population 
Limit size of structure 
Not use "eminent domainÓ - as an excuse to take over property rights 
Brooklyn has been developed through efforts of thsoe who came in, bought property and developed 
businesses early 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 478 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Care traffic cross the bridge and the jams happening in downtown Brooklyn 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? STOP IT!!! 
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Respondent Number 479 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Trffic on strees 
Crowds after games 
Too high density of population 
Using eminent domain 
No plan for schools or public areas 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Great, great use of taxpayer money 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Lower the density of the apartments 

 
Respondent Number 480 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Strengthening the power of eminent domain as applied to he individual homeowner. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Elimination of an entire clkass of working homeowners. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale it back to workable size. 
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Respondent Number 481 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Transportation 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? I don't feel that the community will get jobs of reasonable housing 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build it. 

 
Respondent Number 482 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Polltion - noise and air 
Traffic 
People -- too many 
Displacement of community that built this neighborhood and pioneered it! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Congestion 

Lowering property values 
Increase crime 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Go away! 
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Respondent Number 483 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking - crowded streets 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Hardship for working people 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Establish free parking gargate for the public 

 
Respondent Number 484 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Overcrowing in schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Poor education in an already overcrowded system 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Contribute to development of better schools in area - public schools 
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Respondent Number 485 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

¥ Increasing rents and property prices, with a forced "exodusÓ of diverse neighborhood and neighbors. The 
suburbs are encroaching already 
* Transport - gridlock 
... All of the above 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? ¥ The further malling of this part of Brooklyn 

¥ High-rise helL 
  

Sign absolutely binding contracts that limit height, scope, etc. of buildings that ensure good housing (a ?? of 
contract in any way to result tin fines, nullification of contract, jail ...).   Keep the city from funding this.  Make 
his transportation / ro 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 486 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Displacement of residents 
Impact on rents and housing 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? congestion 

Bad air quality 
Decreased parking for residents 
Change in atmosphere of quiet community 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build skyscrapers or sports stadium.  Make  beautiful parks, arts and communitycenters, more greenery 
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Respondent Number 487 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Apartments for millionaires only 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Loer income and miccle income people need apartment too!!! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Think about people too!! And not about all the money he can make. 

 
Respondent Number 488 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Displacement 
Tall buiodings 
School overcrowding 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Hgher rents 

Higher taxes 
Only wealthy6 will be able to live here! 
School overcrowding 

  
Lower sites 
No box stores 
Outdoor living / park space 
Recreation of kids and older folks 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Respondent Number 489 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Density is too huge 
No schools are in the plan 
Sanitation 
Transportation 
Parks 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Will create a ghetto by having too high density, not services, e.g., schools, senior centers, health care. 
  

Not higher than 8 - 12 story buildings.  
Include schools, services, green space. 
Streets should connect neighborhoods. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 490 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic on Atlantic Avenue 
Impact on rents and housing costs rising 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Make division of the classes - displacement of people - cultures 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Be kind, not greedy.   Help the community - better it - don't push anyone out that deserves to be here. 
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Respondent Number 491 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Too crowded and too manycars 
Air pollution and crowding 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Decrease in quality of life and propety values for the wider neighborhood 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Cancel or reduce the project 

 
Respondent Number 492 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Families must be relocated 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Higher rents 

Lost jobs 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build project 
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Respondent Number 493 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic  
Congestion 
Poor planning 
Improper use of eminent domain 
Overload of public transportation 
Further segregation of neighborhoods on both sides 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Permanent blight of skyline 

Loss of life quality due to decline of characteristic neighborhoods 
Personal profit to developer  
Expense of life plans of innocent bystanders 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? End all intent to take homes, and megalomania concerning appropriateness of this undertaking 

 
Respondent Number 494 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? I am worried that the owners of the proprty are accepting so little money for such a valuable property. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? The benefits of developers will not be funneled back into the community in which it is built. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Offer a reasonable sum for the area. 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic due to events 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Increased gridlock and possibly a new highway. One would increase fragmentation while the other would 

further impact the community. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

* Increase mass transit 
* Consider another location 

 
Respondent Number 496 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Low income housing 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reconsider certain aspects 
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Respondent Number 497 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Major pollutio 
Traffic overcrowding 
Displaces businesses 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Brooklyn will become the new Manhattan 

* Detour creative and community-oriented residents 
* My6 family has lived here for 30 years and would strongly consider moving (our environment would be 
destroyed) 

  
* Make the plan small - we love our clock tower 
* Do not use eminent domain against our people 
* Allow small businesses to continue their dreams 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 498 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic flow problems 
Scale of structures 
Increased security risk 
Jobs provided are only temporary construction work 
No plan for what will happen when Ratner and the Nets tire oftheir "newÓ arena 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Air pollution 

Increased crime 
Finncial drain on smalle locl busines 
Brooklyn will be changed forever 
Empty structure when the Nets vacate 

  
Scale it WAY down 
No arena - to decrease crime 
Plan more financial benefit for Brooklyn 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Loss of community 
Small usinesses being droiven out 
Traffic 
Polution 
No local parking 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? as above 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Reduce size! 
Let community have input 

 
Respondent Number 500 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Congestion 
Traffic 
So many people in a small area 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? No services -- groceries, laundry, schools, parking 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Scale it down, or it will destroy the neighborhood 
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Respondent Number 501 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Local residents will be displaced 
Local small businesses also 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Mass homelessness 

Unemployment 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 502 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

The scale of the project is too big for the neighborhood 
Traffic on Flatbush and surrounding thoroughfares will get worse. 
Local shops will e displaced by chain stores. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More traffic. 

Unsightly development 
Increased prices 

  
Tailor project to fit into neighborhood 
Include moderate income housing 
Work with local groups. 
Best solution is not to build stadium and high rises. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 503 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

No traffic 
Concerned about schools 
Crime 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? More pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build! 

 
Respondent Number 504 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* Air quality 
* Traffic 
* Low- to middle-income housing 
* Loss to local merchants 
* Crime 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Don't build 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 505 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Pollution 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Health problems - asthma, etc. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   

 
Respondent Number 506 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffci! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Quality of life will be severely compromised. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Go somewhere else and build 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 507 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? The height and number of buikldings - nothingshould be higher than 12 stories 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Taller buildings will ruin the "neighborhood feelÓ of the area. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Keep it to 12 stories max - 60% residential - and lose Frank Gehry.  Design thebuildings to fit into 
ÔBrownstone Brooklyn.' 

 
Respondent Number 508 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

* I don't want a basketball team! 
* I don't understand the concept of "affordable housingÓ in NYC. It doesn't exist! 
Local -- 
* Infrastructure can't support this size development -- it's like dropping Madison Square Garden into the area. 
* Displacement of 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? * Future development will steamroll community concern. 

* Visitor traffic will seep into residential areas with the arena events. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Re-work the scale of the entire development zone. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 509 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic flows 
Schools for the new residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Congestion 

New schools with higher taxes 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Include schools in the project. 
Try their best on traffic issue 

 
Respondent Number 510 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Unsightly skyline 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? A different and uglier Brooklyn. 

Destroyed communities. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Less buildings. 
NO ARENA! 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 511 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

1. I hve not seen ANY mention of additional schools to accommodate all of the additional families that will 
move in. 
2. Traffic is already bad, but will be far worse. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? 1. Overcrowding of existing schools will accelerate. 

2. People will be discouraged from coming to Brooklyn due to traffic. 
  

1. Not build on such a large scale. 
2. Provide school solutions. 
3. Work to alleviate traffic problems. 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 512 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Congestion 
Air polltion 
Displacement of poor people and property owners 
Breaking up neighborhoods 
Tax giveaways -- everything is for the developers in this town.   
Loss of what makes Brooklyn unique and liveable. 
 
Comment re EIS -- "This will be fixed to  

  
What is the consequence of the problem? All of the above.  Plus, the rich will get richer and the poor poorer. More development of neighborhoods with 

character and lower income people -- Coney Island, Dumbo. Brooklyn will become unliveable exceptfor the 
rich. 

  
Bow out and leave the area alone. That's the only solution. Let the neighborhood develop organically. Soon 
NY and Brooklyn will be like Kansas City and every other city. No one will want to come here. Is that what you 
want? 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 513 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Congestion 
Suburban "big box storeÓ aesthetics 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic 

Congestion 
Decline in character of Ôhood 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Invest in resolution 

 
Respondent Number 514 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Parking 
Meat heads 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 515 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

It's far too big -- will never be able to be filled. 
It will cost the city a lot of money, but not pay for the adding of schools, police, parks necessary 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Apocolyptically bad traffic on roads and subways (it closes off through streets) 

Shoddy, crappy design and construction like other Ratner development 
  

Don't comdemn existing residential neighborhoodstreets 
Reduce size, scale and height by 75% 
Don't de-map streets 
Knock down Atlantic Mall 
Re-do subway terminal 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

 
Respondent Number 516 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Parking! 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? No parking 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Creatie FREE parking areas 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 517 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Scale of project needs to be reduced, while still providing affordble housing 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Stepped-back scale 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Reduce the scale of the project 

 
Respondent Number 518 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Eminent domain 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Comment:  Sister says FCR trying toforce her out. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 519 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic on Atlantic Avenue and the surrounding streets 
Displacement of residents 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Accidents 

Air pollution 
Not enough schools and services for the increased population 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Get community input and 
Build something SMALLER. 

 
Respondent Number 520 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

We want to see is (?) and more affordable housing. Thuis is I'm worry about people complaianing about no 
housing where we live... (?) 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? No matter what, we need moe housing in our neighborhood. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Create more projects in order to get what we need 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
Respondent Number 521 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Parking (bad enough as is) for residents 
Too high and monstrous 
Terrorism 
Traffic 
Scale 
Shadows 
Too big 
It's UGLY 
Dkisplacement of people who live here 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn will become a huge parking lot. 

It will lose its small town feel 
Terrorist attck in Brooklyn 

  
Rethink the project. 
SLOW DOWN 
More of a neighborhoodfeel 
SMALLER 

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Respondent Number 522 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

No more affordable housing. My landlord could try and get rid of the poor people in the buiklding. Taxes going 
up for my landlord and it being passed on to his poor tenants.  
MORE traffic congestion. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? My apt covered in dust because of more traffic. My air purifier and hepa filter chantes are now every 5 days. 

The cost of food in the stores and grocery stories get more expensive. 
Quality of life have and have-nots 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

Meet with the rich, POOR and middle class, and see how his project impact our lives. there is only so much 
space for us to live in a HEALTHY environment. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 523 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

TRAFFIC!!!! 
Parking 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic jams 

Pollution 
Increased traffic onto SMALL side streets, etc. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? SCALE DOWN substantially 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 524 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Very concerned aboutthe impact of the small business owner.   
Want to keep the area CHARM that it has. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? It would push the "mom & popÓ bnusiness out of the area.  We do not need another "Rite Aid/ StarbuckÓ 

community. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? He should work AROUND the area and ke pit for the community. 

 
Respondent Number 525 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Too large.  Keep it contained and be sensitive to theneighborhood. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 526 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Increased traffic 
$$ should go to schools 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Traffic -- will be clogged up 

More dropouts 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? There should be more (?) housing for people 

 
Respondent Number 527 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Traffic through my quiet residential neighborhood 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Fumes that make my children sick. 

Congestion that makes sidewalks and stoops unhospitable 
Ruins neighborhood character 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? prevent through traffic in residential nabes. 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 528 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Overcrowding 
Too many floors 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Crime 

Pollution 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Question mark 

 
Respondent Number 529 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Life-long resident of "downtown” Booklyn. I love living here and I'd love to stay here. I'm concerned about 
being priced out of neighborhood. I want to be able to afford to buy in the area. 

  
What is the consequence of the problem?   
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem?   
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 530 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Ruijing integrity of neighborhood 
Unsightly 
Traffic 
Displace people 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Brooklyn will be different.  

Moving out people that make it so great. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? 

No stadium. 
Lower buildings 

 
Respondent Number 531 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Obviously ... 
Environmental concerns 
Noise 
Pollution 
Public money that can be spent on schools and infrastructure being spent on private development 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Changing Brooklyn forever for the worse. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? To be more environmentally friendly 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 532 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Waste of public money 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? People hve to leave their homes!!! 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Not build it! 

 
Respondent Number 533 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Being priced out. 
Housing 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Ruined neighborhood. 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Think small and local.  How do you maintain neighborhood? 
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Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods Citizen Survey Responses, as of 10/16/2005 
 
Respondent Number 534 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? 

Traffic 
Lack of jobs 
Lack of view 
Putting peopleout of their homes 
Lack of affordable housing 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? Many people will be displaced. 

Will have these monstrous buildings blocking up the area. 
There will only be low-income jobs. 
There won't be enjough affordable housing. 

  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Not create the project! 

 
Respondent Number 535 
  
What is a specific problem(s) you are 
worried about? Where people are going to live 

  
What is the consequence of the problem? House for the people 
  

What should be studied to fix the 
problem? Fix up house for the poor 
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Appendix B

Expansion of Projects in Development Pipeline 
The list of Projects in Development listed in Table 3 on page 14 of the submitted EIS Scoping document is seriously deficient. It is CBN’s position as stated 
elsewhere in this document that the scale of study must be increased to at least 2 miles for a realistic evaluation of cumulative effect of mass development, 
and that the timeline for evaluation should extend from 2002 to 2022. 
 
Even given the limited requirements suggested by the proposed Scoping Document, a seriously more rigorous search must be performed to identify 
development project.  As an example of projects that were overlooked in the proposed Scoping Document, below is a list of commercial developments 
within a 2 mile radius of the Atlantic Terminal Project’s proposed boundaries. Please note that most of these projects are slated for completion in 2005, and 
yet they appear nowhere in Table 3. 
 

Brooklyn Condo Inventory 
 
Figures for years 2000-2004 are offering plans approved to begin sales for entire year. �For 2005, “approved” refers to offering plans approved to begin sales in first seven months of the 
year. �For 2005, “in pipeline” refers to offering plans filed and not yet approved, or offering plans being tested as of July. 
 
Information published by the Real Deal, http://therealdeal.net/pdf/Brooklyncondoinventory.pdf
 
Project name Address Offering Plan Status (T=testing), (S=submitted), (A=approved/sales begin) Total Units 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
2005 
156 Macon Condo  156 Macon St  (T)  8 
76 Macdonough Condo  76 Macdonough St  (T)  3 
277 Nostrand Ave Condo  277 Nostrand Ave  (T)  n/a 
Boerum Hill 
2005 
Boerum Heights Condo  557 Atlantic Ave  (S)  120 
489 Atlantic Ave. Condo  489 Atlantic Ave  (S)  9 
373 Baltic St Condo  373 Baltic St  (A)  7 
464 State St Condo  464 State St  (A)  3 
149 Bergen St Condo  149 Bergen St  (S)  2 
Brooklyn Heights 
2005 
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Project name Address Offering Plan Status (T=testing), (S=submitted), (A=approved/sales begin) Total Units 
One Brooklyn Bridge Park  360 Furman St  (T)  605 
151 Atlantic Ave Condo  151 Atlantic Ave  (S)  8 
Carroll Gardens/Gowanus 
2005 
Court St Lofts  505 Court St  (A)  124 
529 Court St Condo  529 Court St  (A)  38 
Trios Terrace Condos  105 15th St  (T)  14 
Luquer 193  193 Luquer St  (A)  12 
Florentine Brownstone  230A-230C 7th St  (A)  9 
445 Third Ave Condo  445 3rd Ave  (S)  8 
11 Second Place Condo  11 2nd Place  (S)  7 
202 West 9th St Condo  202 W 9th St  (S)  6 
Downtown Brooklyn 
2004 
Boulevard East  53 Boerum Place  (A)  100 
Toy Factory Lofts Condo  176 Johnson St  (A)  56 
Atlantic Court Condo  295 Atlantic Ave  (S)  55 
Fulton 2000 Condo  474 Fulton St  (A)  7 
Crown Heights 
2005 
575 East NY Ave Condo  575 East NY Ave  (A)  32 
273 Albany Ave Condo  273 Albany Ave  (S)  13 
442 St. Marks Ave Condo  442 St Marks Ave  (S)  12 
1570 Prospect Place Condo  1570 Prospect Pl  (S)  10 
Renaissance on Prospect  481 Prospect Pl  (A)  8 
Dumbo / Vinegar Hill 
2005 
J Condominium 100  Jay St  (A)  267 
70 Washington St Condo  70 Washington St  (A)  260 
The Nexus  84 Front St  (A)  84 
Vesta on Vinegar Hill  206-210 Front St  (S)  46 
Cobble Hill 
2005 
175 Pacific St Condo  175 Pacific St  (S)  3 
Clinton Hill 
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Project name Address Offering Plan Status (T=testing), (S=submitted), (A=approved/sales begin) Total Units 
2005 
Fulton Classon Condo  1073 Fulton St  (T)  44 
260 Skillman St Condo  260 Skillman St  (A)  32 
609-613 Myrtle Ave Condo  609-613 Myrtle Ave  (S)  29 
42-44 Skillman St Condo  42-44 Skillman St  (A)  23 
189 Franklin Ave Condo  189 Franklin Ave  (S)  16 
Faculty House Condo  310 St James Place  (S)  11 
Fort Greene 
2005 
266 Washington Ave Condo  266 Washington Ave  (S)  226 
Bridge View Tower Condo  189 Bridge St  (S)  62 
Arbor Glen Condo  89 Clinton Ave  (A)  22 
242 Adelphi St Condo  242 Adelphi St  (A)  4 
31 Saint Felix St Condo  31 Saint Felix St  (A)  3 
Prospect Heights 
2005 
647 Washington Ave Condo  647 Washington Ave  (A)  16 
215 Park Place Condo  215 Park Pl  (S)  4 
98 St. Marks Ave Condo  98 St Marks Ave  (A)  4 
Park Slope 
2005 
Park Place Condo  145 Park Place  (A)  74 
1 Montgomery Place Condo  1 Montgomery Pl  (S)  20 
267 & 269 8th St Condo  267, 269 8th St  (A)  16 
307 7th St Condo  307 7th St  (S)  16 
159 Garfield Place Condo  159 Garfield Pl  (S)  12 
578 Atlantic Ave Condo  578 Atlantic Ave  (A)  11 
Park Slope West Condo  678 Union St  (S)  10 
267-273 First St Condo  267-273 1st St  (S)  9 
Park Slope East Condo  270 1st St  (A)  8 
378 6th Ave Condo  378 6th Ave  (S)  7 
394 12th St Condo  394 12th St  (A)  6 
President St Condo  932 President St  (S)  5 
361 12th St Condo  361 12th St  (A)  4 
361 6th Ave Condo  361 6th Ave  (S)  4 
377 Park Slope Condo  377 1st St  (S)  4 

October 25, 2005 © 2005  



CBN Scoping Response to ESDC re: Atlantic Yards Page 309 of 316 
Project name Address Offering Plan Status (T=testing), (S=submitted), (A=approved/sales begin) Total Units 
446 Third St Condo 446 3rd St  (S)  4 
484 Second St Condo  482 2nd St  (A)  4 
503 8th Ave Condo  503 8th Ave  (A)  4 
323 Second St Condo  323 2nd St  (S)  n/a 
Pacific 582 Condo  582 Pacific St  (A)  n/a 
Red Hook 
2005 
60 Tiffany Place Condos  60 Tiffany Pl  (S)  52 
69-75 Carroll St Condo  69-75 Carroll St  (A)  25 
Greenwood Heights 
2005 
204 Huntington St Condo  204 Huntington St  (A)  60 
315-317 16th St Condo  315-317 16th St  (S)  30 
315-317A 20th St Condo  315-317A 20th St  (A)  24 
Abby Court Condo  351-353 21st St  (S)  22 
Greenwood Heights Condo  811 5th Ave  (A)  18 
Highpointe Condo  560 7th Ave  (S)  17 
17th St Condo  444-446 17th St  (S)  15 
South Slope Liberty Condo  207, 209 22nd St  (S)  9 
Greenwood Heights Condo  211 23rd St  (S)  8 
485-487 18th St Condo  485-487 18th St  (S)  7 
639 6th Ave Condo  639 6th Ave  (T)  6 
1702 8th Ave Condo  1702 8th Ave  (A)  3 
Marina Bay Condo  2801 E 11th St  (A)  37 
Victoria Condo  2736 Ocean Ave  (A)  26 
Marina Plaza Condo  4078 Nostrand Ave  (S)  26 
Pietrina Court Condo  1411 Avenue X  (S)  22 
Ocean Ave Condos  2384 Ocean Ave  (S)  21 
3368 Shore Pkwy Condo  3368 Shore Pkwy  (A)  19 
2471 Ocean Ave Condo  2471 Ocean Ave  (A)  14 
2421 Ocean Ave Condo  2421 Ocean Ave  (A)  12 
1728 E. 19th St Condo  1728 E 19th St  (S)  11 
Lawn Court Condo  IV 3429 Guider Ave  (A)  11 
Hazel Blues Estates  2775 Brown St  (S)  9 
Luxury Living Condo  1132 Blake Court  (S)  8 
2475 Ocean Ave Condo  2475 Ocean Ave  (S)  7 
Royal Court Condos  1840 E 14th St  (A)  6 
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Project name Address Offering Plan Status (T=testing), (S=submitted), (A=approved/sales begin) Total Units 
1901 Voorhies Condo  1901 Voorhies Ave  (A)  6 
Jerome Ave Condo  2018 Jerome Ave  (A)  6 
2648 E. 28th St Condo  2648 E 28th St  (S)  6 
3424 Guider Ave Condo  3424 Guider Ave  (S)  3 
3426 Guider Ave Condo  3426 Guider Ave  (S)  3 
Williamsburg 
2005 
Schaefer Landing North  440 Kent Ave  (A)  135 
30 Bayard St Condo  30 Bayard St  (S)  87 
The Mill Building  85-101 N 3rd St  (S)  81 
415 Leonard St Condo  415 Leonard St  (S)  78 
Bayard Apartments LLC  50 Bayard St  (T)  58 
Polaris Condo  142-144 N 8th St  (A)  42 
Loft S1 Condo  242 S 1st St  (S)  32 
Dunham Condo  24 Dunham Place  (A)  22 
610 Union Ave Condo  610 Union Ave  (A)  20 
342 Bedford Ave Condo  342 Bedford Ave  (A)  19 
160-164 Grand St Cond  160-164 Grand St  (A)  15 
Williamsburg Br Towers  176 S 4th St  (A)  14 
205 N 7th St Condo  205 N 7th St  (T)  9 
113 S 2nd St Condo  113 S 2nd St  (A)  8 
210 S 1st St Condo  210 S 1st St  (A)  8 
147 Broadway Condo  147 Broadway  (S)  4 
168-170 Clymer St Condo  168 Clymer St  (A)  2 
 

Other developments reported by Area Residents 
 
Project Name (if known) Address Miscellaneous Information Number of 

Units 
 167 Johnson Street Luxury loft apartments 170 
 147 Flatbush Avenue 

Extension
Luxury loft apartments 309 

 606 Bergen Street Luxury apartments  
Gowanus Village I LLC 3rd Ave to the Canal, 2nd St 

to Carroll 
Boymelgren Development. Slated for 2007 completion 375,000 sf total 

residential space 
Gowanus Village II    
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Project Name (if known) Address Miscellaneous Information Number of 

Units 
Bond and Gowanus Canal  Toll Bros. Developers. Slated for 2007 start 450 
BaySide Residential Development Bond to the Canal, Union to 

DeGraw (looking to take 
Sackett St) 

Development by Hirsch Group LLC. Development slated to start June 2005 300,000 sq ft 
residential, 20,000 
commercial 

 893-895 Pacific Street Build Year 2004 8 
 880 Bergen Street Build Year 2005 104 
 1 Prospect Park 2005-2007 119 
 17 Eastern Parkway   
 647-649 Washington 

Avenue 
2006 8 

 651 Washington Avenue 2006 9 
 762 Dean Street 2004 4 
 798 Dean Street 2004 3 
 481 Prospect Place 2004 8 
 364 St. Marks Avenue 2004-2006 16 
 735 Dean Street 2004-2006 7 
 555 St. Johns Place 2004 64 
 804 Bergen Street  10 
 957-959 Pacific Street 2006 10 
 364 St. Marks Avenue 2004-2006 16 
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Appendix C 

NIST Report on Recommendations from World Trade Center 
Given the height and density of the structures being proposed by the Developer, the ESDC must give careful consideration in the EIS to compliance with the 
guidelines developed by the National Institute of Standards and Technology for the development of such structures in light of the disaster at the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001.  
 
To quote from the NY Times article of October 27, 2005: 
“The report includes 30 recommendations for improving building safety, including requiring more-reliable emergency-communications systems and wider 
stairwells or more robustly built elevators that can be used during catastrophic emergencies to evacuate towers.”2

 
Below is the Press Release urging the implementation of the revised building requirements. The complete 3 year study and recommended revisions to 
skyscraper construction is available online at http://wtc.nist.gov/. 
 

NIST Urges Implementation of Recommendations from World Trade Center Investigation 
Final Towers Report Released Today at Congressional Hearing

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Oct. 26, 2005 
 

CONTACT: Michael E. Newman 
(301) 975-3025 

NIST 

WASHINGTON, D.C.— William Jeffrey, director of the U.S. Commerce Department’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), today called on the 
organizations that develop building and fire safety codes, standards and practices— and the state and local agencies that adopt them—to give immediate and serious 
consideration to implementing the recommendations from NIST’s investigation of the fires and collapses of New York City’s World Trade Center (WTC) towers following 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.  
                                                 
2 © New York Times, October 27, 2005, Eric Lipton. Link to article: http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/27/politics/27codes.html  
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The final report from the most detailed examination of a building failure ever conducted was released today at a hearing of the House Science Committee on the NIST 
investigation at which Jeffrey testified. Featured in the report are 30 recommendations designed to improve the safety of tall buildings, their occupants and first responders. 
It is available online at http://wtc.nist.gov. 

“I have assigned top priority for NIST staff to work vigorously with the building and fire safety communities to assure there is a complete understanding of the 
recommendations and to provide needed technical assistance in getting them implemented,” Jeffrey told the committee.  

Jeffrey said that NIST believes its recommendations are realistic, appropriate and achievable within a reasonable period of time. However, he cautioned that improvements 
would only be realized if they are acted upon by the appropriate organizations. To facilitate this effort, NIST to date has: 

• identified specific codes, standards and practices affected by each of the 30 recommendations in the final WTC towers report; 
• reached out to the organizations responsible for making changes to expedite consideration of and action on the recommendations (for example, NIST held a major 

technical conference on the recommendations in September 2005 attended by over 200 people, including representatives from all major standards and codes 
development organizations); and 

• awarded a contract to the non-profit National Institute of Building Sciences to turn many of the recommendations into code language suitable for submission of 
code change proposals to the two national model code developers, the National Fire Protection Association and the International Code Council.  

The NIST recommendations released today are contained within 43 separate reports (totaling some 10,000 pages) that cover: 

• specific improvements to building standards, codes and practices;  
• changes to, or the establishment of, evacuation and emergency response procedures; and 
• research and other appropriate actions needed to help prevent future building failures. 

Based on nearly 500 comments received during the six-week public review period following the release of the draft WTC towers report on June 23, 2005, the reports—
including some of the recommendations—were amended and clarified. Both the complete set of comments and the full version of the final recommendations are available 
online at http://wtc.nist.gov.  

The recommendations are divided into eight groups and summarized as follows: 

1) Increased Structural Integrity: The standards for estimating the load effects of potential hazards (e.g., progressive collapse, wind) and the design of structural systems 
to mitigate the effects of those hazards should be improved to enhance structural integrity. 

Among the recommendations in this group are:  

• nationwide adoption of standards and codes to prevent progressive collapse; 
• more reliable means of predicting the potential for complex failures in structures subjected to multiple hazards; and 
• nationally accepted standards for wind tunnel testing of prototype structures and estimating wind loads for tall buildings.  
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2) Enhanced Fire Resistance of Structures: The procedures and practices used to ensure the fire resistance of structures should be enhanced by improving the 
technical basis for construction classifications and fire resistance ratings; improving the technical basis for standard fire resistance testing methods; using the “structural 
frame” approach to fire resistance ratings; and developing in-service performance requirements and conformance criteria for spray-applied fire resistive materials (SFRMs, 
commonly referred to as “fireproofing”). 

Among the recommendations in this group are:  

• evaluating, and where needed, improving, the technical basis for determining appropriate construction classifications and fire rating requirements—especially for 
tall buildings—and making related code changes now by considering a variety of factors (including timely access by emergency responders, full evacuation of 
occupants and redundancy in fire protection systems critical to structural safety); 

• improving the century-old standard for fire resistance testing of building components, assemblies and systems—including establishing a capability for doing the 
improved testing under realistic fire and load conditions; and 

• developing and implementing criteria, test methods and standards for measuring the in-service performance and as-installed condition of “fireproofing.” 

3) New Methods for Fire Resistance Design of Structures: The procedures and practices used in the design of structures for fire resistance should be enhanced by 
requiring an objective that uncontrolled fires result in burnout without partial or global (total) collapse. Performance-based methods are an alternative to prescriptive design 
methods. This effort should include: (1) the development and evaluation of new fire resistive coating materials and technologies, and (2) the evaluation of the fire 
performance of conventional and high-performance structural materials (such as fire-resistant steels and concretes). Technical and standards barriers to the introduction of 
new materials and technologies should be eliminated. 

4) Active Fire Protection: Active fire protection systems (i.e., sprinklers, standpipes/hoses, fire alarms and smoke management systems) should be enhanced through 
improvements to design, performance, reliability and redundancy of such systems. 

Among the recommendations in this group are:  

• enhancing fire protection systems to provide redundancy and accommodate the higher risks associated with tall buildings; 
• developing advanced fire alarms and communications systems that provide continuous, reliable and accurate information on life safety conditions; and 
• developing and requiring real-time secure transmission of data from fire alarm and other monitored building systems for use by emergency responders at any 

location, and storage of that data off-site or in a black box. 

5) Improved Building Evacuation: The process of evacuating a building should be improved to include system designs that facilitate safe and rapid egress; methods for 
ensuring clear and timely emergency communications to occupants; better occupant preparedness for evacuation during emergencies; and incorporation of appropriate 
egress technologies. 

Among the recommendations in this group are:  

• improving occupant preparedness for building evacuations through joint and nationwide public education and training campaigns; 
• designing tall buildings to accommodate timely full building evacuation of occupants if needed—including stairwell capacity and stair discharge door width that 

accommodates counterflow due to access by emergency responders;  
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• maximizing the remoteness of egress components (i.e. stairs, elevators) without making them hard to reach; 
• using pagers and cell phones for broadcast warning systems and Community Emergency Alert Networks; and 
• evaluating for future use such current and next-generation evacuation technologies as protected/hardened elevators, exterior escape systems and stairwell 

descent devices. 

6) Improved Emergency Response: Technologies and procedures for emergency response should be improved to enable better access to buildings, response 
operations, emergency communications, and command and control in large-scale emergencies. 

Among the recommendations in this group are:  

• installing fire-protected and structurally hardened elevators to improve emergency response activities, the evacuation of mobility impaired occupants—and 
preferably, all occupants—in tall buildings;  

• installing, inspecting and testing emergency communications systems, radio communications and associated operating protocols to ensure that the systems and 
their protocols will function in challenging radio frequency propagation environments and large-scale operations, and can be used to track emergency responders 
within a building; and 

• developing and implementing codes and protocols for ensuring effective and uninterrupted operation of the command and control system in large-scale building 
emergencies. 

7) Improved Procedures and Practices: The procedures and practices used in the design, construction, maintenance and operation of buildings should be improved to 
include encouraging code compliance by non-governmental and quasi-governmental entities; adoption and application of egress and sprinkler requirements in codes for 
existing buildings; and retention and availability of building documents over the life of a building. 

8) Education and Training: The professional skills of building and fire safety professionals should be upgraded through a national education and training effort for fire 
protection engineers, structural engineers and architects. The skills of building regulatory and fire service personnel also should be upgraded to provide sufficient 
understanding of what is needed to conduct the review, inspection and approval tasks for which they are responsible. 

Along with strongly urging that immediate and serious consideration be given to these recommendations by the building and fire safety communities, NIST also advocates 
that building owners and public officials evaluate the safety implications of these recommendations to their existing inventory of buildings; and take the steps necessary to 
mitigate any unwarranted risks without waiting for changes to occur in codes, standards and practices. NIST further urges state and local agencies to rigorously enforce 
building codes and standards since such enforcement is critical to ensure the expected level of safety. 

NIST will establish a Web-based system with information on the status of its WTC recommendations that will be available to the public so that progress in implementing 
them can be tracked.  

NIST’s investigation of the WTC towers fires and collapses was conducted under the National Construction Safety Team (NCST) Act. The act gives NIST the authority for 
conducting fact-finding investigations of building-related failures that result in substantial loss of life. NIST has no regulatory authority under the NCST Act. 

The NCST Act also states that no part of any report resulting from a NIST investigation into a structural failure or from an investigation under the act may be used in any 
suit or action for damages arising out of any matter mentioned in the report. 
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NIST's mission is to promote U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement science, standards, and technology—in ways that enhance 
economic security and improve our quality of life. 
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